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|~\ISPENSER,  Bookkeeper  (lady),  Apothecaries'  Hall,  desires  post  in 
London ;  good  references  and  experience.    Durand,  lie  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  Mansions,  Marylebone  Road,  K.W. 

IS/ANTED,  situation  as  Manager  of  Proprietary  Articles  manufao- 
V"     turer  ;  5  years'  experience  ;  aged  33  ;  good  references.  Address, 
Day,  47  Lambeth  Palace  Road,  S.E. 

OOD  country  experience,  with  possible  interest  or  succession  later  ; 
vJI    Minor  qualification;  aged  23  years;  business  ability;  excellent 
references.    "Chemist,"  North  Bank,  Belstead  Road,  Ipswich. 

DEPRESENTATIVE.— Perfumery,  Soap,  or   Druggists'  Sundries; 
11    S.  and  W.  England,  Midlands  and  S.  Wales  ;  20  years'  trade  expe- 
rience.   158/5,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

|W|  ANAGER  or  Senior;  qualified  ;  26  :  experience  of  high-class  Dis- 
Ifl    pensing  and  Retail,  surgeon's  trade,  fitting  surgical  appliances, 
photography.   Potter,  Yew  Tree  Cottage,  Allerton,  Liverpool. 

CCOTCHMAN,  about  20  ;  5ft.  10  in. ;  4|  years'  good  practical  Retail 
^3     experience,  desires  Wholesale  situation.    "Helium,"  c,o  Skinner, 
M.P.S.,  'Jo  Widmore  Road,  Bromley,  Kent. 

^^UALIFIED  English  Chemist,  with  excellent  experience  and  refer- 
ences,  speaking  French,  seeks  an  engagement  for  the  summer 
months  ;  England  or  Continent.    "  Egypt "  (82/28),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

TPRAVELLER,  with  sound  connection  in  Provinces,  wishes  another 
I      Commission  from  Manufacturer  ;  Sundries  or  Speciality  for  Whole- 
sale or  Retail.   "  J.  D.,"  3  Plumpton  Street,  Wakefield. 

/GENTLEMAN  representing  important  firm,  calling  upon  Chemists, 
\J    Grocers,  &c,  Eastern  and  Southern  Counties,  desires  correspondence 
with  first-class  firm  with  view  of  Representation  on  half  terms,  or  entirely. 
163/7,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

COMPETENT  Branch  Manager  or  outdoor  Assistant;  33;  single: 
V»f    unqualified;  good  varied  experience;  Preseriber  ;  abstainer;  good 
references  ;  permanency  ;  liberty  April  11.  "Chemist,"  6  Victoria  Terrace, 
Burnley. 

I  I NQUALIFIED,  energetic  Assistant,  capable  of  taking  entire  charge  ; 

thorough  experience  in  Photography,  Dispensing,  Counter-work, 
Store  trade;  good  Window-dresser;  good  references  of  2  years  ;  outdoors. 
161/2,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  PPOINTMENT  ;  Wholesale  or  Manufacturing  house  (country) ; 
/"»  Minor  qualification  r  aged  23  years  ;  well-educated  and  of  good  ability  ; 
retail  experience,  also  in  Wholesale  establishment  of  repute.   "  G.  O.  M." 
(160/14),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  GENTLEMAN  desires  position  in  Canada  as  Representative  or 
/"»    Agent  (Travelling  or  otherwise)  for  firm  of  good  repute  only  ; 
Medical    and    Veterinary  experience;    highest    references.  ltr=ss 
"  Canada  "  (159/21),  Office  of  this  Paper 

WHOLESALE. 

IUNIOR;  22;  experienced  Wets,  Drys ;  good  references.  "Radix" 
yj    (159/26),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

"TRAVELLER ;  Drugs,  Packed  Goods;  extensive  established  connec- 
I     tion.    159/35,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

J\  S3ISTANT  Essence-maker,  4  years'  experience,  seeks  post  in  good 
/"m    firm  ;  references.   158/36,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

VOUNG  man  (24)  seeks  situation  as  Traveller  ;  highest  references  ; 
I     disengaged  April  5th.    158/26,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  Chemist  (young)  desires  position  in  Whole- 
*       sale  or  Manufacturing  firm.    161/29,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

f>  ENTLEMAN  (Manchester),  representing  a  leading  firm  at  present  | 
VJI    time,  open  for  appointment  as  Representative  for  first-class  house  : 
Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  and  Cheshire ;  Soap,  Perfumery,  or  Proprietary 
line  ;  highest  references.    "  E."  (159/5),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

/■*»  ERMAN  (22),  excellent  Correspondent,  thorough   knowledge  of 
KJ    English,  some  French,  Shorthand,  Typist,  Bookkeeping  (d.e.).  4  years' 
experience  with  Drysalters  and  Druggists,  seeks  situation  London  or  Pro- 
vinces.  Address,  E.  L.,  15  Romola  Road,  Heme  Hill,  London,  S.E. 

RADIUM 

VOUNG  Chemist  (8  years'  Retail  experience)  wishes  to  represent 
B     Sundries  house  in  the  North.    157/13,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  SSISTANT  seeks  situation,  Drys,  Wets  ;  good  experience,  good 
•**    relerenc's  ;  salary  no  object.    159/24,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

r^OCTOR  in  Chemistry  (24),  Dutchman,  German  degree,  seeks  situation 
U    at  L  iboratory  or  Manufactory.   83/16,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

/"QUALIFIED  Chemist  (27),  experienced  in  all  branches,  wishes  to 
Represent  good  firm.    "  Energetic  "  (62/35),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

fl^RA VELLER  open  to  represent  good  house,  or  will  accept  good 
commission  ;  excellent  reierences.   "  K."  (163/1),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

^ll/HOLESALE  position  required;  experienced;  Sundries,  Wet  or 
■  ■     Dry  Counter  or  Office.    "  W.,"  22  Gloucester  Road  Ne.vcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

A  Firm  of  Wholesale  Druggists 
is  open  to  purchase  * 

RADIUM 

CHECKING  and  Despatch,  Dry  Counter,  &e. ;  many  years'  expe- 
V    rience  Packed  Drugs  ;  reliable  Manufacturer.   Hill,  39  Tollim'ton 
Park,  N. 

of  good  activity  to  any  amount 
for  spot  cash,      ,     ,     ,  , 

Two  conditions  only : 

Immediate  delivery,  and  high 
activity. 

Quote  stating  whether  5  milligrammes  of 
the  brand  will  light  up  a  Barium  Piatino 
Cyanide   Screen  distinctly  through  46 
pennies. 

83/32,  Office  of"  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

JUNIOR  (22),  wishing  to  leave  Retail,  desires  suitable  position  with 
*J    Wholesale  house;  over  4  years' experience.    Diplock,  Chapman.  Esher 
Surrey. 

A  DVERTISER  (32),  with  10  years'  Wholesale  experience,  wishes 
-**    responsible  position,  in  Wholesale,  or  as  Representative.  160/6  Office 
of  this  Paper. 

ADVERTISER  (27)  seeks  position  in  Wholesale;  qualified;  Whole- 
■**   sale  and  Retail  experience  ;  disengaged  end  of  April.    155/29,  Office 
of  this  Paper. 

TRAVELLER  (good  experience  amongst  medical  men  and  veterinary 
»     surgeons)  desnes  Representation  of  first-class  house.    162/20,  Office 
ot  tin?  Paper.  ' 

PHARMACEUTICAL  Chemist  seeks  situation  iii  the  Wholesale, 
,,^™vhe,'e  800,1  experience  could  be  gained;  abstainer;  24.  "Jalap" 
(153/27),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

pH.C,  F.C.S..  with  several  years'  experience  as  Analyst.  Chemist,  and 
■      Laboratory  manager  to  large  Manufacturing  house,  is  open  to  take 
^ miliar  engagement ;  or  will  entertain  Partnership  in  going  concern; 
bignest  references  and  qualifications.   "Mars"  (160/31),  Office  of  this 
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College  mote0. 


Football.— A  match  in  the  later-Pharmacy  Cup  competition 
between  Metropolitan  College  and  Square  was  played  at  Acton 
on  March  12,  and,  after  a  keen  and  interesting  game,  ended  in  a 
win  for  the  "  Metros. "  by  4  goals  to  1.  The  "  Metros."  have  now 
finished  in  this  competition,  and  come  out  with  the  following 
record : 

Matches         Matches         Goals  Goals 
Plnyed  Won  for  against  Points 

8'  8  56  6  16 

Imperial  College  of  Chemistry. —  On  Wednesday,  March  16, 
the  students  of  this  College,  with  their  Principal  (Mr.  Frederick 
Davis),  visited  the  Government  Laboratories,  and  were  received 
by  Dr.  Thorpe.  The  whole  afternoon  was  occupied  iu  seeing  the 
analytical  processes  carried  out  in  relation  to  butoer,  milk,  beer, 
spirit,  sugar,  wood-naphtha,  paints,  alloys,  soap,  and  tinctures. 
Much  information  was  gleaned  by  the  students.  The  pertinent 
questions  of  Mr.  Frederick  Davis  caused  an  extra  flow  of  eloquence 
if  at  any  time  the  explanations  became  drowsy  or  seemed  to 
"flag."  Mr.  Grant- Hooper  in  one  department  proved  a  most 
painstaking  and  instructive  monitor. 

The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue : — 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
Westminster  College  of  Pharmacy,  Trinity  Square,  Borough, 
S.E. 

South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Eoad,  S.E. 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  to  162  Kennington 

Park  Road,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Pharmacy,  323  Clapham  Eoad,  S.W. 
Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road,  Leeds. 
Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper  Duke 

Street,  Liverpxrt. 
Burlington  Correspondence  College,  8  Crescent  Grove,  Clapham 

Common,  S.W. 


Comma  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  March.  21. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.  Cantor 
Lecture  (III.).  Mr.  Bertram  Blount,  "  Recent  Advances  in 
Electro-Chemistry." 

Tuesday,  March,  22. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Darley  Street,  at 
9  p.m.  Mr.  W.  R.  Maud  on  "  Co  operative  Production  and 
Distribution  by  Registered  Chemists." 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club,  36  York  Place,  at  9  p.m. 
Annual  general  meeting. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell 
Square,  W.C,  at  8  P  M.  Mr.  A.  Watkins  on  "  A  New  Link 
between  Calculating  and  Effecting  Camera-exposures,"  and 
"A  New  Piint-meter." 

Wednesday,  March.  23. 

British  Optical  Association,  Vernon  Hospital,  Fitzroy  Square, 
W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  M.  W.  Dunscombe  on  "  The  Best  Method 
of  Marking  the  Axis  of  a  Cylindrical  Lens,"  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Sutcliffe  on  "  The  Sleight  of  Hand  of  Sight- testing." 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association,  otar  and  Garter  Hotel, 
at  8.30  p.m.    Mr.  Perry  (Birmingham)  will  give  an  address. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
36  York  Place,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  Bertram  Cockburn  will  give  a 
paper  on  "  Preparing,  Staining,  ,and  Mounting  Microscopical 
Objects,"  with  demonstrations. 

Thursday,  March  24. 

Mineral-water  Bottle- exchange  and  Trade-protection  Society 
(Limited),  Hotel  Cecil,  W.C    Annual  dinner. 

Burnley  C'iemists'  Association,  Empress  Hotel,  at  8  p.m., 
annual  meeting.    9  p.m.,  hot-pot  supper  and  social. 

Friday,  March  25. 

Boyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly 
W.,  at  9  p.m.   Professor  Dewar  on  "Liquid-hydrogen  Calori- 

nietry." 


Stampeo^rtcoicmc  Botes. 


Some  Lozenge=handbills. 

Messrs.  Heggeson  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  long  used  ceitain 
handbills  dratted  by  the  late  Mr.  Meggesoo,  sec.  which  were 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  as  "  Not  liable  to 
duty."  Owing  to  the  changes  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
law,  the  handbills  have  again  been  submitted  to  the  Board, 
and  with  the  same  result — viz.,  "  Not  liable  to  duty."  We 
subjoin  the  wording  in  full  by  courtesy  of  Messrs.  Meggeson : 

Delectable  Lozenges. 

Composed  of  marshmallow,  licorice,  tolu,  and  other  excellent 
demulcent  and  expectorant  ingredients. 

These  lozenges  have  acquired  and  maintained  for  many  years  a 
preference  and  celebrity  in  public  demand,  and  more  particularlv 
by  public  speakers  and  singers,  who  require  some  simple  useful 
article  that  may  be  taken  in  any  quantity  in  ordinary  cases,  and  as 
a  protection  against  the  changes  of  the  weather — from  cold  and 
its  many  consequences.  There  are  in  this  particular  composition 
concentrated  all  the  excellent  demulcent  soothing  qualities  of 
these  favourite  household  medicines,  and  so  combined  that  the 
qualities  of  each  are  greatly  enhanced  and  at  the  same  time  so 
portable  and  palatable  as  to  be  particularly  adapted  to  children 
and  invalids. 

Throat- pastilles. 

These  pastilles  are  an  excellent  and  valuable  combination,  and 
have  proved  one  of  the  most  palatable  forms  for  the  administration 
of  a  thoroughly  reliable  composition. 

They  do  not  contain  any  hurtful  ingredient,  and  may  be  used 
freely  with  the  greatest  advantage,  and  are  highly  recommended 
to  speakers,  singers,  and  others  on  leaving  public  meetings  and 
heated  rooms. 

These  pastilles  are  the  result  of  a  long  practical  experience,  and 
will  be  found  a  great  comfort  to  all  who  use  them. 

Voice-jujubes. 

Recommended  to  public  speakers  and  singers,  and  for  general 
use  as  an  agreeable,  prompt,  aod  effectiva  means  of  invigorating 
and  strengthening  the  organs  of  the  voice. 

There  is  nothing  more  unpleasant  than  a  rough,  weak,  or 
uncertain  voice  in  either  speaking  or  singing.  The  organs  of  the 
voice  are  unavoidably  exposed  to  all  the  changes  and  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  and  particularly  on  leaving  heated  rooms  and 
public  meetings  at  night  when  the  air  is  damp  and  cold.  It  is  the 
object  of  these  jujubes  to  give  power  and  tone  to  the  voice  in 
speaking  and  singing  and  as  a  means  of  comfort  to  all  who  are 
exposed  to  the  irregularities  of  temperature  and  climate.  They 
may  be  taken  at  any  time  without  restriction  with  the  greatest 
benefit  and  advantage. 

Easton's  Syrup. 

Early  in  1932  a  C.  &  D.  subscriber  submitted  to  the  Board 
of  Inland  Rjvenae,  amongst  other  labels,  oae  for  Easton's 
syrup,  as  to  which  the  Secretary  said  : 

As  regards  the  libel  submittel  in  fie  ctse  of  the  "Eiston 
syrup,"  I  am  t  >  espUin  that  if  the  syrup  is  one  prepared  accjrdmg 
to  the  British  P.iirmi'jopxia,  ail  that  fact  is  seated  oo.  the  label, 
there  would  be  no  liability  to  duty.  The  words  ■■  Eiston  syrup  " 
mustnot,  however,  be  usel,  it  being  understood  thit  the  formula 
syr.  ferri  phos.  c.  qiinim  et  strycanini  of  the  British  Paarma- 
copoeia  of  1838  is  not  a  synonym  of  Eistoii's  syrup,  Che  latter 
being  made  from  a  different  formula. 

The  label  was  agiin  submitted  last  month,  not  out  of 
curiosity,  oat  in  the  hope  ttiat  recent  changed  interpretations 
may  have  had  some  elf  act  in  this  mitcer.  The  following  is 
the  official  reply  : 

Iiland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  W.C 

3lst  December,  1903. 
Sir,— With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you  that  if 
the  syrup  in  question  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  a  formula 
in  the  Beitisn  Pharmuopceia,  and  the  fact  is  stated  in  a 
conspicuous  place  on  the  bottte,  the  use  of  Che  label  forwarded  by 
you  would  not  involve  liabilioy  to  medicine  stamp-duty. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodley,  Secretary. 

We  may  recall  the  fact  that  the  present  Attorney -General 
(as  a  member  of  the  Bn)  give  as  his  opiaion  that  medicines 
which  bear  the  names  of  their  originators,  and  which  never 
have  been  proprietary  or  secret  remedies,  do  not  come 
within  the  general  charge  of  duty. 
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COLONIAL  TRADE. 

A  Memorandum  to  Advertisers. 


The  best  of  British  export  bu-iness  in  chemicals,  drugs,  and 
allied  products  and  manufactures  is  done  in  Colonial  markets. 
Secure  a  share  of  it  by  advertising  in  the  Colonial  Issue  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 

April  30,  1904. 

This  journal  has  unequalled  influence  with  Colonial  buyers, 
as  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  no  fewer  than  sixteen 
Societies  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  the  British  Colonies 
have  adopted  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  as  their  official 
organ. 

For  full  particulars  apply  to  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


A  Regent  Street  Company  have  been  fined  for  selling  un- 
stamped proprietaries  (p.  465;. 

A  Patent  Law  for  Holland  is  urged  by  the  Central  Bireiu 
of  Commercial  Treaties  of  Berlin  (page  481). 

The  Revised  Prospectus  [of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company, 
dealing  with  sight-testing,  is  de.-cribed  oil  p.  418. 

An  Average  Fee  of  5s.  10(Z.  was  ptid  bv  the  Government  to 
doctors  in  1903  for  3,197,192  vaccinations  (p.  470). 

Pill-coating  is  a  perennial  subject  with  little  novelty  absut  it 
but  some  ideas  come  to  us  from  Edinburgh  (p  455). 

Another  Score  op  Gentlemen  connected  with  the  drug- 
trade  have  been  elected  as  members  of  public  belies  (p.  413). 

Judge  Smyley,  of  Shoreditcb,  his  dpcided  views  in  re^ird  to 
"covering  "  of  drug  companies  by  ^ualifiel  chenrs'is  (p.  455'. 

"  When  it  Tiretii  Thee,  essay  the  other  door,  valiant  Si. 
Thomas,"  is  the  inseriptio.i  ti  a  dutyfree  alolul  cartojn  on- 
p.  482. 

Dr.  Waldo,  the  London  Coroner,  hvi  nude  sorai  p*riinent 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  sile  of  toxic  acids  by  oilmen  and  grocers 
(p.  449). 

The  chemistry  of  coci-leave?,  green- tea  cigarettes,  oil  of  boldo, 
and  sparteine  forms  the  subject  of  paragraphia  in  Scientific 
Progress  (p.  460). 

Vinegar,  mace,  camphorated  oil,  and  arsenic.il  crexm  of  tartar 
are  the  subjects  of  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  prosecilions 
reported  on  p.  466. 

The  Proposed  C.O.D.  System  for  the  parcel-post  was  dis- 
cussed by  West  London  chemists  this  week,  and  a  mixture  of " 
opinions  was  the  result  (p.  457). 

A  Weights  and  Measures  Bill  is  now  bef  ire  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  proposes,  inter  alia,  to  abilish  apothecaries' 
weights.    For  particulars  see  p.  463. 

Messrs.  Ferris  &  Co.,  of  Bristol,  hive  registered  their 
busim  ss  as  a  limited  company,  and  Houghton's  (Limited)  is  the 
name  of  a  new  amalgamation  (p.  468). 

Cambridge  is  this  week's  subject  for  an  Association  billad, 
from  which  we  learn  that  beside  tha  flowing  Cm  is  a  plea3ait 
pasture  for  the  pharmaceutic  lamb  (p.  460). 

Edinburgh  Chemists  are  not  eiger  about  combined  buying. 
They  have  faith  in  the  give-and-take  principle  which  regards 
wholesale  houses  as  friends  and  helpers  (p.  451). 

"  The  Mixture,  as  prescribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Begbie,"  is  an- 
example  of  non-liable  titles  whic'i  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade 
Association  has  had  official  notification  of  (p.  451). 

An  interim  dividend  of  8  per  cenb.  his  been  pail  by  A.  &  F. 
Pears  (Limited),  5  per  cent,  by  Birclay  &  S_>ns  (Limited),  and 
10  per  cent,  by  Soutliall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited)  (p.  463). 

The  Proposal  respecting  the  B.P.  method  of  ascertaining 
melting-points  brings  us  letters  from  Professor  W.  A.  Tilden,  Dr. 
F.  B.  Power,  and  MesBre.  Helbing  &  Passmore,  which  are  printed 
on  p.  479. 

Mr.  John  McMillan,  the  well-known  Glasgow  chemist,  is 
dead.  He  was  called  "the  Martiudale  of  S  oiland."  Another 
notable  Glasgow  chemist,  Mr.  Jame3  Rebb,  has  also  joined  the 
majority  (p.  459). 

We  Apprehend  some  Friction  between  tho  Revenue  authori- 
ties and  chemists  regarding  the  disclosure  on  labels  of  the  prin- 
cipal ingredients  of  exempted  medicines,  and  comment  fully  on 
the  subject,  giving  illustrations  (p.  462). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  now  blocked  by  four  members.  Our 
Parliamentary  representative  says  the  prospects  of  the  JBill  are 
hopeless,  and  has  interviewed  Sir  Mark  Stewart,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  A. 
Cross,  two  of  the  blockers  (p.  470).  We  show  how  fallacious  are 
the  grounds  of  these  gentlemen's  opposition,  and  suggest  that  it 
will  be  good  for  the  Bill  (p.  461). 

The  chief  feature  of  the  markets  is  a  substantial  advance  in 
cod-liver  oil,  which  was  anticipated  by  us  in  our  issue  of  Febru- 
ary 20.  The  demand  for  ipecacuanha  has  been  well  maintained 
a"d  prices  are  again  higher.  Consequent  on  the  small  bark- 
shipments  from  Java,  one  German  maker  has  advanced  his  price 
for  quinine  by  ;'.'Z.  per  oz.    Hvpophosphitea  are  dearer  (p.  475], 
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tsooal  newsrarers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Halletfc,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bath,  has  written 
to  the  local  papers  explaining  the  purport  of  the  new 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

One  of  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  motors  broke  down  on 
Loampit  Hill,  S  B  ,  on  March  15.  The  vehicle  backed  into  a 
girden-wall  and  caused  some  damage. 

The  Timothy  White  Company,  chemists,  Portsmouth  and 
elsewhere,  have  offered  to  sell  land  at  Deal  for  the  widenirjg 
of  Board  Street  for  1  600/.,  but  the  Corporation  on  March  11 
decided  to  offer  1,000?.  only. 

On  March  11  a  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  David 
John  Lewis,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  133  Clifton  Street, 
Cardiff,  owing  to  the  overheating  of  some  camphorated  oil. 
The  contents  of  the  shop  were  destroyed,  the  damage  being 
estimated  at  5001. 

On  March  11  a  meeting  of  local  amateur  photographers  of 
Workington  and  district  was  held  at  the  office  of  Messrs. 
Carruthers  &  Taylor,  chemists  and  druggists,  Station  Koad, 
and  as  a  result  it  was  agreed  to  form  a  photographic  associa- 
tion, with  Mr.  J.  R.  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist,  as  hon. 
secretary. 

The  late  Mr.  E.  Turner,  chemist,  Newcastle,  Staffs,  has 
bequeathed  2.000/.  to  provide  two  scholarships  (one  being 
for  chemistry)  at  the  endowed  schools  of  that  town.  Sir 
O.  LoHge,  who  is  a  governor,  has  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
.consulted  when  the  conditions  are  drawn  up. 

The  judicial  decision  at  Manchester  last  week  mulcting  a 
laundry  proprietor  for  damages  in  respect  of  a  tablecloth 
which  hart  been  spoiled  bv  the  marking  has  given  quite  a 
iillip  to  the  sale  of  marking-ink,  and  pharmacists  will  do 
well  to  consult  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  for  a  reliable 
recipe. 

Mr.  Alderman  H.  Totter  (Potter  &  Clarke,  Artillery  Lane, 
E.),  on  March  11,  formally  opened  new  dwellings,  which 
have  been  erected  by  'the  Stepney  Corporation  on  a 
portion  of  an  area  cleared  under  the  London  Improvement 
Scheme.  The  buildings  have  been  named  the  "Potter 
JD sellings"  in  honour  of  Mr.  Alderman  Potter,  who  is  ex- 
Mayor  of  the  Borough. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  connection  with  the  General 
Infirmary  at  Leeds,  on  tnarch  11,  it  was  statei  that  drugs 
and  surgical  appia'  ces  for  1903  cost  5,993/.  4s.  lOd , 
as  compared  with  5,160/.  7s.  Id.  in  1902.  The  mm  of  450/. 
extra  had  been  ,paid  for  drugs  and  199/  for  surgical 
dressings.  In  commenting  upon  the  increased  cost  of  drugs, 
the  Chairman  pointed  out  that  cod-liver  oil  had  cost  100/. 
more  than  last  year. 

Sight-testing  Examination. 

The  revised  prospectus  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company 
contains  a  division  devoted  to  this  new  .-ubject.  The  two 
sections  of  the  examination  in  sight-testing  are  (1)  a 
written  examination  in  optics,  as  applied  to  sight-testing ; 
(2)  a  practical  examination  m  the  adaptation  of  lenses  to 
correct  errors  of  vision.  In  the  near  future  the  Company 
may  requi  e  evidence  of  experience  before  admitting  a  can- 
didate to  the  examination.  The  diploma  in  sight-testing 
will  only  be  granted  to  a  candidate  who  has  already  gained 
the  diploma  in  general  opties.  The  syllabus  mentions  the 
subjects  required  for  the  examination,  as  (1)  the  theory 
and  methods  of  the  determination  and  correction  of  errors  of 
refraction  and  accommodation  in  the  healthy  human  eye ; 
(2)  the  determination  of  visual  activity,  the  practical  cor- 
rection of  errors  of  retraction  and  accommodation  by  sub- 
jective methods,  muscle-testing,  a  knowledge  of  the  instru- 
ments used  for  objective  sight-testing,  and  colour-blindness.  | 

"Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket 
'  Championship. 

Clubs  in  trades  that  are  closely  allied  to  wholesale 
chemists  and  druggists  are  invited  to  compete  for  the  silver 


Challenge  Cup  in  1904.  All  particulars  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  E.  Sibley,  64  Park  Street,  Southwark,  S.E. 

Licences. 

At  Hastings  adjourned  Licensing  Sessions  on  March  9, 
Mr.  Harold  Edgar  Skyrme,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  12 
Wellington  Place,  was  granted  an  off  wine-licence. 

Mr.  William  Forster,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Church 
Street,  Seaham  Harbour,  Mr.  Wm.  Dennis,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Grant  Street,  Jarrow,  and  Mr.  William  Wilkinson  Stead, 
chemist  and  druggist,  1,252  Leeds  Road,  Bradford,  have  been 
refused  off  wine-licences. 

The  Halifax  Magistrates  were  not  at  all  in  a  gracious 
humour  towards  the  Halifax  chemists  on  March  11.  At  the 
Police  Court  Mr  Longbottom,  of  the  Old  Cock  Hotel — the 
headquarters  of  the  Halifax  Chemists'  As-sociation — applied 
for  an  hour's  extension  on  the  occasion  of  a  social  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Halifax  Chemists'  Association  on  March  17. 
Replyirg  to  the  Chief  Constable  the  applicant  said  he 
believed  this  was  "the  ladies'  night,"  and  about  forty  people 
were  expected  to  be  present.  He  was  requested  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Association  to  make  the  application,  which, 
after  consideration,  the  Bench  refused. 

At  the  adjourned  Brewster  Sessions  for  the  City  of  Leeds, 
held  on  March  10,  an  application  was  made  for  the  removal 
of  a  restriction  on  Mr.  Huntrods,  a  Holbeck  drug-store 
proprietor,  by  which  he  was  allowed  to  sell  only  "  medi- 
cated "  wines.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  authorities 
do  not  recognise  "medicated"  wines,  and  Mr.  Huntrods 
desired  to  sell  cheap  port  wine.  In  another  case  the  members 
of  the  Bench  admitted  that  they  did  not  know  what 
constitutes  "  medicated  "  wine.  A  chemist  was  examined 
by  the  Chairman,  but  failed  to  throw  any  light  on  the  matter. 
The  Chairman  intimated  that  they  would  get  the  necessary 
information  before  the  next  Brewster  Sessions ;  in  the 
meantime  Mr.  Huntrods's  application  was  refused. 

Birmingham  Notes 

Owing  to  changes  in  the  constitution  of  Messrs.  Palmer  & 
Co.'s  business  Mr.  Walter  Bridgewood,  who  was  a  junior 
partner  in  the  firm,  is  now  seeking  fresh  pastures. 

The  Birmingham  University  external  examiners  for  the  year 
are  Professor  J.  B.  Farmer,  F.R.S.  (a  former  pharmaceutical 
examiner)  for  botany,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Baker,  F.R.S. ,  for 
chemistry. 

A  beautiful  photographic  gem  depicting  Digitalis  pur- 
purea on  a  Welsh  hill,  by  Mr  Arthur  Partridge,  of  Messrs. 
Southall's  apparatus  department,  has  secured  a  bronze 
medal  at  the  annual  local  Photographic  Exhibition. 

The  sale  of  the  library  of  a  late  eminent  member  of  the 
bar,  which  included  several  B.P.s  and  Chemist  and 
Druggists,  recalls  the  legal  fights  for  which  Birmingham 
was  at  one  time  famous,  and  in  which  distinguished  phar- 
macists played  a  successful  part. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  is  to  have  a  contest  for  his  seat 
on  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  first  time  since  he  was 
returned  twelve  years  ago.  There  are  four  candidates  for 
three  seats. 

Mr.  Walter  Mell  Cooper,  Ph.C,  Sheffield,  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  assistant  in  the  galenical  laboratory  at  Blooms- 
bury  Square.  Mr.  Cooper,  who  received  his  training  at 
Sheffield  University  College,  was  apprenticed  with  Mr. 
Newsholme.  He  completed  his  studies  under  Mr.  Watson- 
Will  at  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  passed 
the  Major  last  December.    He  is  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

Drugging  Horses. 

Two  cases  of  "  unlawfully  administering  poisonous  drugs 
to  horses"  were  heard  last  week.  In  one  case,  at  Horn- 
castle,  Charles  Edison,  waggoner,  Worlaby,  was  charged 
with  stealing  2  lbs.  of  blue  vitriol,  the  property  of  his 
employer,  a  farmer,  and  also  with  administering  it  to  four 
of  bis  master's  horses.  Edison  admitted  stealing  the  drug 
during  the  wheat-dressing  time,  and  also  admitted  giving 
some  to  the  horses  to  "  keep  the  humour  down."  The  first 
ch-irge  was  dismissed,  and  on  the  second  charge  Edison  was 
fined  2Z.  and  costs  (4s.  6:/.),  or  one  month's  imprisonment. 
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Ac  Steiford  Petty  Sessions  on  Mirch  14,  E  hvard  Tales, 
wagg  >ner,  wa3  jharged  with  administering  poisonous  drug-s 
t6  the  horses  of  George  Godson,  farmer,  Aswirby.  Defen- 
dant pleaded  that  he  was  not  aware  the  powders  were 
poisonous.  He  gave  them  to  the  horses  to  improve  their 
condition.  A  fine  of  51.,  or  a  month's  hard  labour,  was 
imposed. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

The  following  elections  and  re-elections  have  taken 
place : 

Mr.  R.  Knowles,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Morecambe  Board 
of  Guardians. 

Mr.  H.  0.  H.  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  West  Mailing 
Parisn  Council. 

Mr.  Thomas  Holden,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Royton 
Urban  Council. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Row,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Braintree  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Thomas  P.  Pechey,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Maldon 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Fredk.  W.  Bates,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Stretford 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  G.  Stafford  Allen,  manufacturing  chemist,  to  Long 
Melford  Parish  Council. 

Mr.  Isaac  Sutcliffe.  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Chapel-en-le- 
Frith  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  James  Butler,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  West  Brom- 
wich  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Thomas  Driver,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Much 
Woolton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Charles  Alfred  Tily,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  River- 
head  (Sevenoaks)  Parish  Council. 

Mr.  Wm.  Oldershaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Strilley, 
to  Basford  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  W.  Haythornthwaite,  chemist  and  druggist,  to 
Docking  (Lynn)  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dryden,  chemist  and  druggist,  Neath  Road, 
Landore,  to  the  Swansea  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Josiah  Hyde,  manufacturing  chemist,  High  Street, 
Wednesfield,  to  the  Wolverhamptom  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Colley,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  Mr.  M  Cook, 
chemist  and  druggist,  to  the  Grimsby  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  who  esale  and  retail  chemist,  to  be 
an  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  the  Borough  of  Chipping 
Norton. 

Mr.  William  Elliott,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  97  Devonport 
Road.  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.,  to  the  Hammersmith  Board 
of  Guardians. 

The  Election  Committee  of  the  Bradford  Chamber  of  Trades 
has  determined  to  present  six  candidates  at  the  Board  of 
Guardians'  election.  The  candidate  chosen  for  the  Western 
Division  is  Mr.  R.  W.  Silson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Church 
Street. 

Poor-law  Notes. 

Mr.  W.  A  Knight  has  been  appointed  dispenser  of  medi- 
cines to  the  Southwark  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  R.  Smith  has  been  appointed  chemist  to  the  Retford 
Board  of  Guardians  for  the  ensuing  half-year. 

In  communicating  to  the  Skipton  Board  of  Guardians 
their  approval  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Waugh  as  the 
medical  officer  for  the  Skipton  district  and  of  Dr.  Haig  for 
the  Addingham  district,  the  Local  Government  Board  said 
they  had  long  been  of  opinion  that  it  was  most  desirable 
that  the  cost  of  supplying  medicines  to  the  sick  poor 
should  be  borne  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  and  cot  by  the 
medical  officers,  and  asked  the  Board  to  give  the  matter 
their  consideration.  The  Clerk  said  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  an  idea  that  paupers  outside  the  workhouse  are 
treated  from  what  is  called  a  "stock-bottle"  Mr.  F.  J. 
Wilson  said  it  was  a  grave  reflection  upon  their  medical 
officers  ;  and  the  board  then  went  on  to  the  "  next  business." 


The  Coroner  and  Poisons. 

Dr.F.  J.  Waldo,  Coroner  for  the  City  of  London  and  South- 
wark, on  March  12  held  an  inquest  in  regard  to  the  death  of 
Elizabeth  Victoria  Bowman  (,54),  the  wife  of  an  engineer's 
labourer,  Newii  gton  Causewa),  who  poisoned  herseil  with 
oxalic  acid.  The  Coroner's  officer  said  the  mo  t  carelul 
search  had  failed  to  trace  any  bottle  or  packet  giving  a  clue 
to  where  the  pjison  was  obtained.  Dr.  Waldo  remarked 
that  if  persons  made  up  th>-ir  minds  to  poison  themselves 
they  would  obtain  the  poison  sooner  or  later,  but  he  was 
sorry  to  say  that  under  the  •  xistmg  state  of  the  law  every 
possible  facility  was  given  to  get  the  necessary  poison. 

A  Juror :  I  always  thought  that  poisons  could  not  be 
bought  very  easily. 

The  Coroner :  It  is  the  greatest  mistake  you  ever  made, 
for  you  could  get  enough  to  kill  a  wnole  family  in  a  few 
minutes.  At  the  City  Mortuary  £  have  a  museum  of  poison 
cups  and  bottles,  and  the  history  in  at  least  two  cases  was  that 
children  under  fourteen  pui  chased  poison  for  the  demented 
parent.  We  have  a  very  strict  and  punishable  law  that  a, 
child  under  fourteen  musi  not  be  served  with  drink,  yet  no 
law  to  prevent  the  sale  ot  poison. 

Dr.  Waldo  went  on  to  point  out  that  for  years  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  and  chemists'  associations,  coroners, 
scientists,  &c,  had  been  hammering  away  to  get  the  present 
disgraceful  state  of  the  law  altered.  What,  he  asked,  is 
the  use  of  putting  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  arsenic,  prussic 
acid,  and  other  poisons,  when  oxalic  acid,  carbolic,  and  a  dozen 
other  acids  just  as  deadly  can  be  bought  by  children  in  cups 
and  public-house  beer-cans  at  the  oilshop  or  grocer's  1  The 
deceased,  he  added,  had  probably  got  the  oxalic  acid  by 
saying  it  was  to  clean  brass,  but  there  are  plenty  of  sate 
poli-hes  for  brass  that  render  the  sale  of  oxalic  acid  for  that 
purpose  unnecessary.  The  Foreman  asked  what  is  being 
done  at  the  present  moment  to  get  the  law  altered  ;  and 
Dr.  Wa'do  replied  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  there 
is  a  strorig  movement  on  foot,  but  he  could  not  speak  with 
certainty.  As  a  member  of  the  Coroners'  Society  he  could 
say  that  that  body  is  tully  in  accord  with  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  trying  to  get  legislation  to  have  the  sale 
of  all  poisons  confined  to  those  wnose  study  and  education 
taught  them  the  banker  of  the  articles.  The  jury  quite 
agreed  wiih  Dr.  Waldo's  remarks,  and  added  to  their  verdict 
of  suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind,  "  We  are  of  unanimous 
opinion  that  the  present  state  of  the  law  that  allows  the 
unrestricted  sale  of  deadly  poisons,  drugs,  or  acids,  is  a 
source  ot  public  danger  a  d  an  incentive  to  the  committal  of. 
crime." 

Burglary. 

The  recently  opened  premises  o''  Boots,  Cash  Chemists 
(Limited),  in  High  Holborn  were  visited  by  burglars  during 
the  night  of  March  11  An  entrance  was  effected  through  a 
back  window  on  the  third  floor,  and,  after  forcing  several 
locks,  the  visitors  annexed  a  leather  bag  from  the  port- 
manteau department  and  descended  to  the  fancy-goods 
depirtments  on  the  ground  floor  and  basement.  Here  the 
stock  was  carefully  gone  over,  and  the  more  valuable  pieces 
of  silver-ware  selected.  Much  damage  was  done  to  other 
articles  of  stock,  which  apparently  did  not  meet  witn  the 
burglars'  approval,  toilet-bottles,  brush- trtys,  and  mirrors 
being  destroyed.  Damage  estimat-d  at  200Z.  was  done  by 
the  burglars,  and  those  enterprising  gentlemen,  who  are 
evidently  experts  in  their  profession,  are  still  at  large. 

Free  Carbolic  Acid. 

When  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Middlesboroi  gh 
Corporation  met  on  March  15  the  Town  Clerk  announced  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Teesside 
Chemists'  Association  (Mr  W.  Finlayson)  concerning  the. 
free  distribution  by  the  local  authO'ities  of  carbolic  acid. 
Mr.  Finlayson  in  his  letter  dr^w  attention  to  the  indis- 
criminate di-tributi'  n  of  carbolic  acid,  and  sugg-sted  that 
chemists  only  are  qualifieb  to  dispense  or  distribute  poisons. 
He  said  efforts  of  the  legislature  for  rhe  protection  of  the 
public  are  being  nullified  by  the  Council  supplying  carbolic 
acid  to  all  who  care  to  -  pply  for  it.  There  are  cases  on. 
record  of  severe  injury  done  to  tho-e  who  do  not  understand 
its  u>es,  and  who  have  inadvertently  been  burned  by  its 
being  carelessly  stored.  In  t'  e  course  of  a  brief  discussion 
the  Town  Clerk  pointed  out  that  the  Corporation  dispensed 
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their  carbolic  acid  through  the  medium  of  the  medical 
(iificer  (Dr.  Dingle),  who  of  course  was  properly  qualified. 
The  Chairman  (Councillor  A.  Mattison)  said  the  sanitary 
inspector  had  informed  him  that  carbolic  acid  was  not 
supplied  except  to  adults,  and  then  in  bottles  labelled 
"  Poison."  Alderman  Hinton  said  there  was  no  evidence  before 
them  to  show  that  the  carbolic  acid  sold  by  the  chemists 
was  less  liable  to  burn  people  than  that  which  was  obtained 
from  the  Corporation.  The  Town  Clerk  was  finally  instiucted 
to  write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Chemists'  Association  and 
state  that  the  committee  did  not  see  their  way  to  take  any 
action  in  the  matter. 

Not  the  "  Cough-stuff" 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Hanley  on  March  12  on  the  body 
of  Walter  Stanley,  aged  two  months.  It  appeared  from  the 
evidence  that  the  child  was  given  a  teaspoonful  of  "cougb- 
stuff,  ' and  died  shortly  afterwards.  Tha  doctor  refu-ed  a 
death-certificate,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  "  cough- 
stuff  "  that  had  ciused  death.  A  chemical  analysis  of  the 
cough-mixture  was  made,  some  half-dozen  tests  for  morphine 
being  tried  with  negative  results.  The  doctor  then  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  death  was  due  to  improper  feeding  and 
bronchitis,  and  the  Coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict 
according'y. 

Contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  settled  : 

Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  300  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  for 

drugs  to  the  Hampstead  Board  of  Guardians. 
Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Sons,  Charlotte  Street,  E.C.,  for 

diugs  to  the  Bethnal  Green  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Billington  has  been  appointed  by  the  Barnsley  Town 
Council  to  supply  drugs  for  the  hospitals  for  the  next  half- 
year. 

The  Amersham  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  A.  II.  Haddon,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  cod- 
liver  oil. 

Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  Bishopsgate  Street 
Without,  E  C,  for  drugs  to  Mile  End  Board  of  Guardians 
<fi%2.l.  19s.  Id.). 

Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbridge  &.  Co  ,  Coleman  Street,  E.C., 
for  drugs  (at  28  psr  cent,  discount  off  current  price-list)  to 
-the  Poplar  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Whitehaven  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  the  Sanitas  Company  for  a  year's  supply  of  disinfectants, 
and  that  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Wilcox  Sc  Co.  for  castor  oil  for 
the  same  period. 

The  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Hearon, 
Squire  &  Francis  to  supply  drugs  and  sundries  required  for 
.the  ensuing  six  months. 

The  Beckenham  Urban  Council  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  (Limited)  for  disinfectants, 
carbolic  acid,  and  carbolic  soap,  and  that  of  the  Sani  as 
Company  (Limited)  for  Sanitas. 

The  Dartford  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  C  j.  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and 
druggists'  sundries  to  the  workhouse  for  the  ensuing  half- 
year,  and  that  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Tucker,  of  Dartford,  for 
disinfectants. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Cannock  Union  have  accepted  the 
tenders  of  Mr.  W.  Haynes,  Bridgtown,  for  toothcombs,  4s. 
per  dozen ;  cotton-wool,  Is.  Zi.  per  lb. ;  methylated  spirit, 
2s.  9(2. ;  spirit  of  turpentine,  4s.  6d.  ;  saltpetre,  3j'i.  per  lb. ; 
linseed  meal,  2\d.  per  lb.;  Mr.  T.  W.  Garland,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  bannock,  for  dressing-combs,  5s.  per  dozen; 
Fullers'  earth,  Z\d.  per  box ;  Sanitas  disinfectant,  Is  6d. ; 
tow,  5'J. ;  and  Mr.  Mclotyre,  Cannock,  for  Condy's  fluid,  lis. 
psr  dozen  bottles  ;  medicated  lint,  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  ;  Jeyes' 
fluid,  4s.  0,\d. ;  Kilgerm,  4s.  <\\d. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  on 
Wednesday  the  Infirmary  and  Dispensary  Visiting  Committee 
brought  up  their  annual  report,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  dings  supplied  were  of  excellent  quality.  The  Chair- 
man :  Have  the  committee  tasted  all  the  drugs  1    Mr.  Barri 


No ;  but  we  have  the  declaration  from  the  respective  doctors. 
At  the  same  meeting  the  Guardians  accepted  the  offer  of 
Messrs.  Hugh  Wallace  &  Co.  (Limited)  to  purchase  about 
25  cwt.  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  for  10Z.  15s.  net. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Three  of  the  fifteen  deaths  from  poisoning  that  have 
taken  place  since  our  last  report  were  misadventures.  Six  of 
the  poisons  used  were  unscheduled.  Three  cases  of  suicide 
by  means  of  hydrochloric  acid  occurred — at  New  Brighton, 
where  it  was  taken  by  a  contractor  named  Hills ;  at 
Southend,  where  the  victim  was  Mary  Ann  Johnson;  and  at 
Brighton,  Thomas  Wood  ham,  a  carpenter,  being  the  su  cide. 
Nitric  acid  was  taken  at  Manchester  by  a  Polish  Jew  named 
Frey.  Lucy  Winterton  (18)  poisoned  herself  at  Manchester 
with  liquid  ammonia,  and  a  liniment  of  ammonia  and 
turpentine  was  inadvertently  swallowed  by  Jonas  Barran,  of" 
Bradford,  a  retired  shipping  agent,  with  fatal  re.-ults. 
Laudanum  in  overdose  was  taken  (in  error)  by  Mary  Palmer, 
of  Wilton,  by  Thomas  Batty,  a  Sowerby  farmer,  and  by 
William  Berrisford,  of  Hanley,  Staffs.  A  Norwich  widow, 
Martha  Mary  Church,  poisoned  herself  with  oxalic  acid,  and 
carbolic  acid  was  taken  by  a  yi  uog  man  at  Durham  named 
Thomas  Charlton,  and  by  Thomas  Skemming,  of  Liverpool. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Hammersmith  on  March  12  by  Mr. 
Oddie,  Deputy- Coroner,  on  the  body  of  Charles  E.  Guest  (46), 
a  bank  clerk.  Deceased  had  been  depressed,  and  had 
delusions.  He  was  found  at  Wormwood  Scrubbs  with  a 
bottle  simply  labelled  "  Poison  "  in  his  pocket,  with  a  half- 
sheet  of  an  advertisement  relating  to  the  sale  by  a  wholesale 
photographic  firm  of  developers  containing  cyanide  of. 
potassium.  Dr.  H.  W.  Clarke  said  death  was  due  to  a 
preparation  containing  prussic  acid.  It  had  no  doubt  been 
obtained  under  the  pretence  that  it  was  for  use  in  photo- 
graphy. Suicide  while  insane. — Kenneth  F.  Hammersley 
(23),  a  student  of  engineering,  had  been  s'aying  with  Dr. 
W.  M.  Paul,  Kingston  Hill,  and  was  depressed  through 
intemperance.  While  in  that  condition  on  Monday,  March  7, 
he  went  into  the  doctor's  consulting-room  and  took  from  a 
cabinet  three  8  75gr.  corrosive-sublimate  tabloids  [Jsoloids], 
made  a  draught  of  them,  and  drank  it.  Dr.  Paul  applied  the 
usual  remedies,  and  had  him  removed  to  the  infirmary, 
where  he  died  on  Saturday.  Death  was  due  to  sjneope  from 
corrosive-sublimate  poisoning,  and  the  Coroner's  jury  returned 
a  verdict  accordingly. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Chemist's  Action, 

It  is  understood  in  Dublin  that  the  action  of  Chemist  v. 
Doctor  (Johnston  v.  Adye  Curran)  has  been  settled  in  an 
amicable  manner.  The  result  is  considered  satisfactory, 
especially  for  the  chemist. 

Dublin  Exhibition. 

Several  well-known  pharmacists  arc  members  of  the 
committee  of  organisation  of  the  Dublin  International 
Exhibition,  1906,  amongst  them  being  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  and 
Sir  Thomas  Robinson. 

Administering  Corrosive  Sublimate. 

At  the  Waterford  Assizes  last  week  Mary  McGrath  was 
sent  to  penal  servitude  for  three  years  for  having  administered 
corrosive  sublimate  to  her  father  with  intent  to  poison  him. 
The  accused  bought  the  sublimate  at  a  Youghal  chemist's, 
stat'ng  that  she  wanted  it  to  kill  rats. 

Good  Drugs. 

In  a  report  of  medicines  analysed  for  the  Sligo  Guardians 
Sir  Chas.  A.  Cameron  reports  the  following  as  correct 
Mist,  sennas  Co.,  vin.  ipecac,  lin.  camph.  co.,  spt.  ammon 
aromat.,  liq.  bismuthi,  oxy.  scillac,  lin.  belladonnas,  lin 
terebinth.,  syr.  ferri  phosph.  c.  quinin;!  et  strychnin;!.  Mr 
Henry  Boyers,  chemist,  Sligo,  is  the  drug-contractor. 
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Poisoning. 

The  Belfast  Deputy-Coroner  last  week  held  an  inquest  on 
the  body  of  a  hospital  messenger  who  died  from  oxalic-acid 
poisoning.  The  Deputy-Coroner  said  that  oxalic  acid  is  a 
pcison  which  can  be  bought  freely  at  any  chemist's  or 
druggist's,  as  it  was  not  on  the  schedule  of  poisons.  He 
hoped  the  time  would  come  when  it  would  be  necessary  for 
those  who  sold  it  to  make  strict  inquiry  as  to  who  was 
obtaining  it. 

Contracts  Settled. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Cookstown  Guardians  on  Saturday, 
the  tender  of  Mr.  Ben  Clarke  for  the  supply  of  drugs,  &c, 
was  accepted,  his  tender  quoting  32.V  per  cent,  discount  off 
the  standard  pi  ices. 

At  the  Birr  Board  of  Guardians  meeting  on  March  12,  the 
tender  for  the  supply  of  medicines  received  from  Messrs. 
'H.  V.  Goldon  &  Co.,  Birr,  at  33,]-  per  cent,  off  list  price,  was 
accepted.  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  were  declared 
contractors  for  surgical  appliances  at  30  per  cent,  off  list- 
prices. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Griffin,  L.P.S  I.,  has  opened  a  new  pharmacy 
at  Leeson  Street  Bridge,  Dublin. 

Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.,  of  VVestland  Row,  and  Messrs.  Leslie 
•&  Co.,  Bride  Street,  Dablin,  both  old-established  wholesale 
•druggists,  have  arranged  that  the  latter  shall  be  ab-orbed 
by  the  former,  and  business  in  future  carried  on  at  Bride 
Street.  Three  of  Messrs.  Hayes,  Conynghan  &  Robinson's 
principal  assistants  are  takiDg  leading  positions  in  the  new 
•company. 

Analyst's  Quantities. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Guardians 
a  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Doorley  in  regard  to  a  statement 
by  the  analyst  that  he  had  not  sent  him  4-oz.  samples  of 
drugs  for  analysis.  Dr.  Doorley  stated  that  he  did  not  order 
as  much  as  4  oz.  of  some  drugs,  and  in  his  opinion  4  oz.  of 
such  a  drug  as  quinine  sulphate,  which  costs  5s.  8d  ,  or  of 
cocaine  hydrochloride,  which  costs  4£.,  is  wasteful.  In 
future  he  would,  of  course,  send  the  full  amount,  though  he 
(failed  to  see  why  the  analyst  could  not  work  with  the  lesser 
quantity.    The  report  was  accepted  as  satisfactory. 

Drug-contracts  Open. 
Tenders  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  and 
surgical  requisites  are  invited  by  the  following  bodies,  the 
date  given  in  each  case  being  the  latest  on  which  tenders 
can  be  received:  Belfast  Union,  March  22;  c  >.  Kddare 
Infirmary,  March  21;  Athy  Union,  March  23;  Lisburn  Union, 
March  22;  Kinsale  Union,  March  23;  Wallow  Union, 
March  25;  Eaniscorthy  Union,  March  24;  Bawnboy  Union, 
March  21 ;  Manorhamilton  Union.  March  24  ;  Fermoy  Unio  i, 
.March  25;  Millstreet  Union,  March  25;  Midleton  Union, 
March  25;  Limerick  Union,  March  23;  Roscrea  Union, 
March  24;  Magherafelt  Union,  March  24;  Trim  District 
School,  March  21;  Coolehill  Union,  March  25;  Drogheda 
Union,  March  24;  Cavan  Union,  March  22;  Bailieboro 
Union,  March  2  L ;  Ardee  Union,  March  22 ;  Cahirciveen 
Union,  March  23 ;  Tipperary  Union,  March  26  ;  Clonakilty 
.Union,  March  25. 
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Business  Change. 

Mr.  Owen  C.  Dewar,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
•the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Alex.  Milne  at  Priory 
Place,  Craigie,  Perth. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

The  fixtures  for  1904  include  five  competitions  for  the 
■Gibson  Handicap  Medal  (presented  by  Mr.  Adam  Gibson, 
F.C.S.).  These  take  place  at  St.  Andrews  on  the  spring 
■holiday,  at  the  Braids  on  May  18,  June  15,  and  Sep- 
tember 17,  and  at  some  place  not  yet  decided  on  the  autumn 


holiday.  Besides,  there  is  the  competition  for  the  "  Oonnell 
Smith  Putter"  (presented  by  Mr.  T.  Connell  Smith),  played 
for  annually  in  connection  with  the  Hole-and-Hole  com- 
petition. The  first  round  of  ties  in  this  connection  must  be 
finished  by  April  9,  and  the  sixth  by  June  25  The  "Bogey  " 
competition,  for  a  medal  presented  by  Mr.  David  Brown, 
F.R.S.E  ,  will  b3  played  on  Thursday,  June  23.  Copies  of 
the  rules,  fixtures,  &c,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  Mr.  James  Stott,  45  Comely  Bank  Avenue,  Edin- 
burgh. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

In  consequence  of  Mr.  T.  Mabeu's  removal  to  London  early 
in  April,  it  has  been  arranged  that  he  shall  read  his  paper  on 
"Vaccines  and  Serums"  before  the  local  Association  on 
March  31  instead  of  April  21. 

A  scrutiny  of  ihe  faces  of  the  local  chemists  amongst  the 
mourners  round  Mr.  McMillan's  grave  showed  that  there 
were  few  absentees  from  the  group  of  survivors  of  the 
generation  of  the  dead  pharmacist's  earlier  contemporaries. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Robertson,  chemist,  Rutherglen  and  Glasgow 
who  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  public  affairs  of 
Rutherglen  for  some  years  and  i<  niw  a  magistrate  of  the 
borough,  is  the  subject  of  a  cartoon  in  an  evening  paper. 
Travestying  a  remark  made  by  him  at  a  Council-meeting 
that  he  "  was  a  bit  of  an  artist,"  he  is  represented,  palette  in 
hand,  striking  a  picturesque,  studio-like  attitude.  The 
portrait  of  the  face  is  a  remarkably  good  likeness. 

Perhaps  the  most  winning  side  of  the  all-round  engaging 
personality  of  the  late  Mr.  J  as.  Robb  was  the  kindly  and 
practical  interest  which  he  always  took  in  the  fortunes  of  his 
younger  brethren  in  the  craft.  A  man  of  exceptional 
knowledge,  sound  judgment,  and  skill  in  the  practice  of 
pharmacy,  and  of  high  ideals  as  to  the  aims  and  ultimate 
destiny  of  his  profession,  he  was  also  remarkable  for  a 
breadth  of  culture,  an  abounding  sociability,  and  a  perennial 
youthfulness  and  ardour  of  temperament  that  brought  him 
into  sympathetic  relations  with  his  juniors,  and  gave  him 
unique  openings  for  wielding  a  salutary  influence  that  was 
often  an  inspiration  to  righteousness.  Of  all  his  claims  to 
remembrance  this  is  the  strongest  and  most  enduring. 
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(From  our  Parle  Correspondent.) 


The  Revision  of  the  Frsntch  Codex  is  miking  good 
headway — in  fact,  it  is  understood  that  the  preliminary  work 
is  virtually  completed,  aid  that  the  printers  will  shortly  get 
the  MS.  Very  extensive  emendations  appear  to  have  been 
made,  especially  in  the  seotion  devoted  to  galenicals. 

The  Centenary  Publication  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
will  contain  soma  interesting  illustrations.  The  set  of  large- 
sse photos  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  present  School 
which  figured  in  the  galleries  of  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Instruction  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1903  will  be 
reproduced,  as  well  as  a  large  panoram  c  view  of  the  old 
buildings  in  the  rue  de  l'Arbale'e. 

Danval,  the  pharmacist  convict  who  received  a  "free 
pardon"  a  couple  of  years  ago,  loiged  a  petition  for  the 
"revision "of  his  case.  The  revising  commit'ee  last  week 
voted  nem.  con.  that  his  demand  was  "receivable."  The 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  will  probably  hand  the  "  dossier"  to  the 
Court  of  Cassation  in  a  few  days' time.  M.  Charles  Fabiani, 
Danval's  barrister,  drew  up  the  petition. 

Ant  Assistant's  Madness. — Recently  M.  Felix  Guillard, 
1  rue  de  Luain,  received  a  call  from  his  late  assistant, 
who  asked  for  a  testimonial.  Whilst  M.  Guillard  was 
writing  out  the  document  tie  assi-tant  firei  two  shots 
at  his  late  master,  fortuaitely  without  fatal  results.  Th3 
young  m an  was  arrested,  and  it  is  suspected  that  he  is  a 
fitter  inmate  for  a  lunatic  asylum  than  for  an  officine  or  a 
gaol. 

The  Twin  Professions. — The  students  of  medicine  and 
pharmacy  of  the  Paris  University  have  been  vigorously  pro- 
testing against  the  abolition  (provided  for  by  Article  18  of 
the  Law  of  Finances  for  1931)  of  the  age-limit  for  the  com- 
pulsory retirement  of  professors,    i'he  "  carabins  "  (medical 


452 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  19,  1904 


students)  held  a  meeting  and  drew  up  a  resolution  that  the 
age-limit  should  be  reinstated.  The  pharmacy  delegates 
present  supported  the  motion. 

In  Lighter  Vein.— Serums  for  Moral  Reform.— 
Alphonse  Allais  began  life  behind  a  pharmacy-counter. 
But  he  soon  deserted  the  pestle  for  the  pen,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  most  amusiDg  of  Frenca  humorous  writers.  In  a 
recent  contribution  to  the  "Journal,"  entitled  "Psychical 
Serum,"  he  recounts,  with  his  usual  quiet  drollery,  the 
experiments  of  "  Dr.  Dastre."  Fired  by  ambition  on  hearing 
of  Metchnikoff's  historical  experiment  on  the  late  lamented 
Edwige,  Dastre  obtains  a  couple  of  chimpanzees  and  teaches 
them  to  play  dominoes  and  cards,  and  to  cheat  if  need  be. 
He  then  inoculates  with  their  serum  a  hardened  (student) 
cud-player.  The  effect  is  magical;  the  ex-gambler  can  no 
longer  see  a  pack  of  cards  without  experiencing  violent 
nausea.  Thus  will  the  savant  reform  and  elevate  the  human 
race.  At  least,  so  Allais  tells  us,  and  promises  "  to  keep  us 
posted  up  in  these  interesting  experiments." 

The  Uses  of  Spirit. — A  distinctive  feature  of  the  Paris 
Agricultural  Exhibition,  held  in  the  Galarie  des  Machines 
on  the  Champ  de  Mars  from  February  29  to  March  8,  was  a 
section  specially  devoted  to  appareih  fonationnant  a  V alcohol 
(apparatus  pertaining  to  alcohol).  Quite  two  score  of 
exhibitors  had  their  displays  in  this  section,  which  was 
instructive  as  showing  the  developments  made  in  France  in 
the  adaptation  of  methylated  spirit  as  a  power-giving  and 
illuminating  medium.  Lamps  burning  the  vapour  of  alcohol 
through  an  incandescent  mantle  were  fairly  numerous. 
They  took  the  form  chiefly  of  table-lamps,  and  they  eclipsed 
in  brilliancy  any  incandescent  light  burning  ordinary  coal- 
gas,  even  under  the  high-pressure  system,  we  remember  to 
have  seen.  One  maker — E.  Brinkman,  132  rue  Faubourg 
St.  Denis,  Paris — showed  a  clever  adaptadjn  of  the  principle 
to  the  requirements  of  a  magic  lantern.  To  tha  eye  the 
intensity  of  the  light  was  not  perceptibly  less  than  given  by 
the  lime-light. 


ipersonaittus 


Dr.  Charles  Forshaw,  bradford,  has  been  appointed 
editor  of  "  Yorkshire  Notes  and  Queries." 

Mr.  Theo.  H.  Wardleworth,  F.  US.',  of  Montreal,  has 
just  concluded  a  brief  visit  to  this  country  and  the  Con- 
tinent. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  as  Mayor  of  St.  Pancras,  was  intro- 
duced to  the  K'Dg  by  the  Duke  of  Fife  at  tha  ler&i  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  John  Timpson  and  Mr.  Charles  Sharland  were 
passengers  on  this  week's  Norddeutscher  Lloyd  steamer  to 
New  York. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Birkett,  chemist  and  druggist,  Workington, 
has  been  elected  President  of  the  Derwent  Angling 
Association. 

In  our  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  West  Ham 
Chemists'  Association  on  February  10  we  made  Mr.  Eastman 
Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  whereas  Mr.  F.  Walter  Gwicn 
continues  the  office  he  has  to  ably  filled  from  the  formation 
cf  the  Association. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Potter  has  returned  this  week  to  Sydney, 
N.S.W.,  by  way  of  New  York,  Canada,  and  San  Francisco. 
Mr.  Potter  is  to  act  as  Australian  agent  for  Messrs.  Johnson 
&  Johnson,  Champion,  Davis  &  Co.  (Bri-tol),  S.  W.  Wilkinson 
(Leicester),  and  the  British  Automatic  Compiny. 

We  stated  in  error  last  week  that  Mr.  Stewart  M.  McLeish 
was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Llewellyn  &  Co. 
(Limited),  of  Shanghai,  instead  of  Messrs.  Mactavish  & 
Lehmann  (Limited;,  and  it  is  the  latter  business,  and  not 
Messrs.  Llewellyn  &  Co.  (Limited),  which  is  charging  hands 
consequent  on  Mr.  McLeish's  retirement. 

The  Pharmaceut  cal  Council  contest  is  likely  to  be  lively 
this  year.  All  ti  e  old  members  are  to  be  re-nominated,  and, 
in  addition  to  Mr  Sargeant  for  Leeds  and  Mr.  Hagon  for 
W  a'es,  the  followiug  Londoners  are  to  be  nominated — viz., 
Fessrs.  Burton,  Idris,  Pentney,  Pickering,  Pond,  Truman, 
and  VVillson.  Strange  lhat  a  Lmdoner  could  not  be  found 
for  the  recent  vacancy  1 


Canadian  iRotee. 


Mr.  H.  McDowell,  manager  of  the  wholesale  drug-firm 
of  Henderson  Brothers,  of  Vancouver,  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  Vancouver  Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  McDowell 
is  a  keen  business  man,  and  the  Board's  interests  will  no- 
doubt  be  well  looked  after  by  the  accession  of  this  gentleman 
to  the  presidency. 

Adulteration  of  Food  and  Drugs.— The  Montreal 
Board  of  Health  at  its  meeting  held  on  March  4  received  a, 
communication  from  the  Municipal  Reform  association  con- 
taining a  resolution  on  the  question  of  food-adulteration 
requesting  the  committee  to  "  take  such  action  as  will 
empower  them  to  order  that  all  foodstuffs,  drinks,  drugs, 
patent  medicines,  whether  sold  in  bulk,  package,  parcel, 
bottle,  box,  can,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  labelled  as  to  their 
composition  or  contents,  giving  as  fully  as  possible  the 
amount  of  the  various  ingredients  being  sold,  no  matter  under 
what  names  they  are  sold." 

Fire  at  Nickel-mines. — A  serious  fire  broke  out  in  the 
works  of  the  Canadian  Copper  Company,  Copper  Cliff,  oq 
February  19,  doiDg  damage  to  the  extent  of  #150,000. 
There  was  about  $100,000  of  insurance  on  the  building  and 
work.  No  one  wa-  injured,  but  about  a  hundred  men  were 
temporarily  thrown  out  of  employment.  The  directors  of 
the  company  met  in  Toronto  afterwards  to  discuss  the 
situation.  Mr.  A.  P.  Turner  stated  after  the  meeting  that 
arrangements  were  practically  completed  so  that  the 
company  could  use  the  Mond  smelter  at  Victoria  mines  until 
the  works  were  rebuilt.  By  this  arrangement  all  the  men 
will  be  employed,  as  well  as  an  additional  staff  of  railway- 
men,  lor  conveying  the  matte  to  the  Victoria  mines.  The 
new  works  will  be  greatly  enlarged  and  improved,  and  wilt 
be  made  capable  of  turning  out  a  very  much  larger  quantity 
of  nickel. 

Antitoxin  at  Cost. — The  Board  of  Health  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec  at  its  last  meeting  passed  the  following 
resolution  with  reference  to  the  price  of  diphtheria-anti- 
toxin : 

Whereas,  the  price  of  diphtheria-antitoxin  and  other  serums 
has  been  advanced,  as  a  result  of  a  trust  among  American  pro- 
ducers ; 

Whereas,  diphtheria  antitoxin  and  serums  are  specific  remedies, 
against  infectious  diseases,  and  that  for  diphtheria  alone  the 
mortality  has  decreased  fully  two-thirds  since  the  use  of  anti- 
toxin ; 

Whereas,  the  increase  in  price  will  result  in  restricting  con- 
siderably the  use  of  antitoxin  and  serums,  and  in  many  lives- 
being  sacrificed  or  at  least  endarjgered  ; 

Resolved,  that  the  Board  endorses  a  suggestion  recently  made, 
that  the  Federal  Government  be  respectfully  invited  to  interfere 
and  to  use  its  influence  with  the  British  Government  to  secure  the 
supply  at  cost-price  to  Canada  of  the  diphtheria-antitoxin  and 
other  serums  manufactured  at  their  "  Lister  Iustitute  "  in  Eng- 
land, which  would  mean  a  reduction  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  in  the 
actual  cost  of  these  specific  and  prophylactic  remedies. 

Sociality. — The  employes  of  Messrs.  Evans  &  Sons 
(Limited),  wholesale  druggists,  Montreal,  had  their  annual 
eatei'taicmeat  on  March  1  in  the  form  a  eachre  party,  dance, 
and  supper.  About  forty  employes  and  their  friends  availed 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  for  social  intercourse  ;  but  Mr. 
A.  B.  Evans,  managing  director  of  the  firm,  was,  through  ill- 
ness in  his  family,  unable  to  be  present.  The  hockey-club 
in  connection  with  the  firm  had  charge  of  the  entertainment, 
and  its  success  was  largely  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of 
Mr.  Frank  Hatton,  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  B.  J.  Moore,  who  was- 
master  of  the  ceremonies  for  the  evening.  Song,  speech, 
and  story  interspersed  the  evening's  fun,  contributed  princi- 
pally by  Messrs.  A.  B.  J.  Moore,  A.  W.  Mbffatt,  J.  A  Dyke, 
and  E.  Rogers,  while  a  humorous  sketch  by  Major  John 
Rogers  (until  lately  chief  representative  of  the  firm  on  the 
road)  was  hugely  enjoyed,  this  gentleman  bringing  his  well- 
known  powers  of  mimicry  .into  play.  Euchre  was  the  first 
item  on  the  programme,  several  prizes  being  provided  for 
those  who  showed  greatest  proficiency  in  thj  game.  Supper 
was  served  at  midnight,  after  wh'ch  dancing  was  indulged 
in  until  about  three  o'clock,  when  the  gathering  broke  up, 
|  well  pleased  with  the  evening's  enjoyment. 
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fl>barmaceurtcal  formulae." 


Volume  II.  is  going  strong.  Ifc  is  a  book  which  every  chemist 
should  get.  Contains  splendid  formulas,  sound  advice,  and 
good  hints.  It  appeals  directly  to  them,  and  is  the  best 
possible  provision  against  the  incidence  of  the  stamped- 
medicine  regulation  which  comes  into  force  on  March  31. 
The  price  of  the  book  is  10s.  net,  by  post  10^'.  6i. ;  and  it 
may  also  be  obtained  at  the  published  price  from  any  of  the 
following: 

Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited)  Bethnal  Green,  N.B. 
Ayrton,  Saunders,  &  Kemp  (Limited),  Liverpool. 
Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited),  London. 
Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 
Bleasdale  (Limited),  York. 
Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin. 
Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
W.  Edwards  &  Son,  157  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C, 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.  (Limited),  Exeter. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  <x  Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool,  and  60  Bar- 
tholomew Close,  E.C. 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.  (Limited),  Holloway  Road,  N. 
Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  6  Great  Turnstile,  High  Holborn,  W.C. 
■Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company,  Glasgow. 
•John  Gower,  Waterloo,  near  Liverpool. 
Harkness.  Beaumont  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst  Limited),  Leeds. 
Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &,  Ward,  London. 
R.  Hovenden  &  Sons  (Limited),  London. 
John  Ismay  &  Sons,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
J.  B.  Lock  wood  &  Co  ,  168  St.  John  Street,  E.C. 
Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  192  Aldorsgate  Street,  E.C. 
McKesson  &  Robhins,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 
May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C. 
F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  27  Charterhouse  Square,  E.C. 
W.  Paterson  &  Sons,  Aberdeen. 
Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Potter  &  Clarke,  60  Artillery  Line,  E. 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Raimes  &  Co.,  York. 
J.  Sanger  &  Sons,  2  Winsley  Street,  W. 
T.  &  H.  Smith  (Limited),  19  Duke  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Birmingham. 
■J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  Victoria  Bridge,  Manchester 
Wilkinson  &  Simpson  i  Limited),  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Wright.  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  London. 
Wyleys  (Limited),  Coventry. 

Following  are  further  opinions  in  regard  to  the  volume  : 

From  Mr.  W.  8  Olyn-Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  and  of  the  Chemists'  Defence 
Association  (Limited),  mho  was  the  means  of  securing  the 
enforcement  of  Exemption  3. 

18*  and  185  Temple  Chambers, 

Temple  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 

February  23,  1934. 
Sir, — I  do  not  think  anyone  could  have  anticipated  that  one  of 
the  results  of  the  recent  Medicine-stamp  Acts  decisions  would  be 
•to  make  possible  such  a  collection  of  formulas  as  you  have  pro- 
•duced  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  Vol.  II.  The  book  will  be 
a  means  of  enabling  the  qualified  chemist  to  avail  himself  to  the 
full  of  the  privilege  of  the  third  exemption.  Not  the  least  useful 
feature  of  the  book,  however,  to  my  mind,  is  the  valuable  codifica- 
tion of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts.  Such  a  codification  was  badly 
aieeded.  The  difficulties  in  dnciding  what  constitutes  a  dutiable 
label  are,  from  the  chemist's  point  of  view,  insurmountable,  unless 
he  has  such  a  work  as  yours  at  hand  to  assist  him.  I  am  sure  I 
shall  find  it  very  useful.  Yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 

From  Mr.  II.  Wilson.  F.I.C.,  F.C.S,  a  member  of  the 
Formulary  Committee  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference. 

146  High  Street,  Southampton. 

February  21,  1904. 

Dear  Sib,— I  have  perused  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
Vol.  II.,  with  much  interest  and  curiosity. 

The  compilation  gives  evidence  of  careful  and  systematic 
arrangement,  and  the  formuhe  must  of  necessity  be  of  immense 
value  to  members  of  the  trade  generally,  in  that  the  preparations 
made  therefrom  are  "known,  admitted,  and  approved"  in  the 
broadest  and  best  sense  of  the  term. 

I  have  been  particularly  pleased  with  the  very  useful  snd 
concise  resume  given  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  and  the 


appendices  generally,  while  not  the  least  valuable  portion  of  the 
volume  will  be  found  in  that  section  dealing  with  the  formulae 
presented  by  the  Australian  Pharmaceutical  Formulary  Committee, 
and  the  medicines  in  use  in  the  principal  hospitals  of  the 
Australian  Commonwealth. 

H.  Wilson. 


pharmaceutical  Society  of 
(Breat  Brttatn. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

A MEETING  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  March  16  Mr.  Dott  was  in  the 
chair,  and  there  was  a  very  large  attendance  of  members  and 
their  friends,  the  occasion  being  a  lecture  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Stephenson,  Ph.C,  F.C  S.,  on 

Radium  and  Radio-activity. 

This  comprised  a  general  sketch  of  the  history  of  radio- 
activity, commencing  with  Crooke's  discovery  of  the  cathode- 
rays  and  radiant  matter,  trom  this  leading  on  to  Rontgen's 
discovery  of  the  a;-rays  in  1895,  and  to  Becquerel's  announce- 
ment a  year  later  of  the  emission  of  similar  rays  by  uranium 
salts.  The  difference  between  phosphorence  and  radio- 
activity was  pointed  out,  the  luminosity  of  zinc  sulphide 
and  phosphorus,  due  to  absorption  of  light  and  chemical 
action  respectively,  being  given  as  examples.  Uranium 
nitrate  was  shown  to  glow  in  the  dark  in  the  same  way,  but 
while  zinc  sulphide  and  phosphorus  have  no  action  on  a 
photographic  plate  through  black  paper,  uranium  salts  has 
such,  action,  as  they  emit  penetrating  rays,  which  the  other 
substances  do  not.  Uranium  was  the  first  recorded  instance 
of  "  radio-activity."  The  work  of  Madame  Curie  was  then 
explained,  and  a  beautiful  photograph  of  an  incandescent 
mantle,  taken  by  meins  of  the  radio-active  thorium  con- 
tained in  it,  was  shown.  Madame  Curie's  apparatus  for 
measuring  radio-activity  was  described,  and  the  discovery 
that  pitchblende  is  four  times  more  radio-active  than 
metallic  uranium  w.is  taken  as  the  starting-point  of  the 
discovery  of  radium.  The  relation  of  atomic  weight  to 
radio-activity  was  pointed  out,  a  table  showing  the  atomic 
weights  of  all  the  radio-active  elements  being  thrown  on  the 
screen. 

Tne  sources,  properties,  and  general  characteristics  of 
the  radium  salts  were  next  describe  1,  with  illustrations. 
The  physiological  action  of  the  salts  is — (1)  Action  on  skin,  a 
burn  ;  (2)  action  on  nervous  system,  paralysis  ;  (3)  Action  on 
bacteria,  destructive;  and  (4)  Action  on  the  eye,  luminous. 
The  use  of  radium  and  thorium  emanations  in  tuberculosis 
was  fully  described,  and  the  apparatus  shown. 

The  lecture  was  profu-ely  illustrated  by  experiments, 
specimens,  and  lantern-slides,  much  of  the  material  being 
lent  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  F.I.C.,  F  C  S  ,  Leeds.  Amongst 
the  apparatus  shown  was  a  very  pretty  vacuum-tube,  the 
coils  of  which  were  surrounded  by  quinine  solution  that 
became  beautifully  fluorescent  when  the  current  from  an 
induction-coil  was  passed  through.  The  lecturer  was  heartily 
thanked  for  his  paper. 


IRecent  Mills. 


Fawthorp. — The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Fawthorp, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Crossgates,  near  Leeds,  formerly 
representative  of  Messrs.  Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst  (Limited), 
of  Leeds,  has  been  proved  at.  2  424/.  gross. 

Holstead. — Mr.  Thomas  Holstead,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  11  Venice  Street,  Daubhill,  Bolton,  has  left  estate  valued 
at  1,148/. 

HOWARTH. — The  estate  of  the  lite  Mr.  John  Thomas 
Howarth,  manufacturing-  chemist,  of  Huddersfield,  has  been 
proved  at  3,221/.  3s.  lid.  gross. 

Wheatley. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Chas.  Wheatley,  of 
the  firm  of  Wheatley  &  Sons,  chemists  and  druggists,  Hudders- 
field, who  died  on  December  30,  has  been  proved  at  63.082/. 
gross. 
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Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  36  York  Place, 
on  March  10,  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  presiding. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland  (Hun.  Secretary)  read  the  letter  on 
this  subject  which  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Watson-Will 
(Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations). 

The  matter  was  remitted  to  a  committee,  with  powers 
to  take  whatever  action  m  ght  be  thought  necessary  to 
secure  the  passing  of  t^e  Bill.  The  meeting  expressed 
gratification  that  Mr.  Geoige  McCrae,  M.P.  for  East  Edin- 
burgh, and  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  M  P.  for  Leith  Burghs,  had 
been  obtained  as  backers  of  the  Bill,  although  Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson's  name  has  been  unfortunately  omitted  in  printing 
the  Bill  for  the  House  of  Commons. 

Combined  Buying. 

The  Chairman  said  that  in  an  unguarded  moment  he  had 
consented  to  introduce  a  discussion  on  comnined  buying. 
The  subject  was  one  which  had  been  engaging  the  attention 
of  chemists  throughout  the  country  lor  some  time,  and 
while  they  could  not  be  regarded  as  an  aggressive  body,  they 
welcomed  discussion  on  any  subject  that  would  unite  and 
benefit  them.  On  consideiing  the  subject,  however,  he 
found  that  it  was  a  very  big  one.  They  were,  he  thought, 
well  served  b>  ihe  wholesale  houses,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  had  to  meet  keen  competition,  and  that  compelled  them 
to  consider  every  meaos  for  getting  the  best  terms.  Many 
of  them,  doubtless,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  certain 
articles  direct  from  the  manufacturers.  He  believed  the 
wholesale  houses  would  not  object  to  them  buying  certain 
articles  in  that  way,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  advise  the 
Association  as  such  to  go  in  for  joint  buying.  He  had 
ascertained  that,  by  combining  to  buy  certain  proprietary 
articles,  they  might  effect  a  saving  of  5  per  cent.,  but  there 
the  P.A.T.A.  would  step  in  and  prevent  any  articles  on  their 
list  from  being  treated  in  that  way,  and  they  would  be 
limited  to  articles  which  were  not  on  the  list.  There  was, 
however,  another  way  in  which  they  might  help  one  another. 
They  had  frequently  discu-sed  their  relationship  to  medical 
men,  but  he  did  not  thirjk  they  had  fully  realised  their 
interests  in  that  connection.  As  an  Association  they  might 
assist  in  checking  the  grievance  of  medical  men  prescribing 
proprietary  or  branded  goods.  They  had  had  plenty  of 
evidence  of  ability  to  criticise  when  any  discussion  on 
formulas  took  place  at  their  meetings,  but  they  did  not  get 
the  full  benefit  of  that  ability.  He  suggested  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  devise  formulas  for  new  drugs  which 
could  be  submitted  as  suggestions  to  medical  practitioners, 
who  would  prescribe  them  rather  ^an  the  proprietary  or 
branded  goods,  and  if  they  succeeded  it  would  be  a  great 
boon  to  all  their  members. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  said  this  question  bristled  with  difficulties. 
He  had  been  asked  when  he  was  Secretary  to  look  into  the 
matter,  but  he  at,  once  saw  that  the  P.A.T.A.  would  object  to 
articles  on  their  list  being  treated  in  that  way.  But  they 
need  not  mind  that,  because  they  already  had  a  profit  on 
these  articles.  There  were  other  articles  which  they  stocked 
merely  to  oblige  regular  customers,  in  regard  to  which  they 
might  move.  Jn  estimating  their  profit  they  had  to  consider 
not  only  the  difference  between  the  purchase-price  and  the 
price  they  sold  at,  but  the  difference  bet  wee  i  the  purcha<e- 
pnce,plus  rent,  taxes,  and  working-expenses  and  the  selling- 
price.  On  that  basis  they  handled  many  of  these  articles  at 
a  loss  Something  might  be  done  with  regard  to  Angier's 
emulsion,  Californian  syrup  of  figs,  Mellin's  food,  Beecham's 
pills,  Edward's  tarlene,  Odol,  Scott's  emulsion,  and  Benger's 
food. 

Mr.  McCdtcheon,  speaking  from  his  experience  in  buying 
patent  medicines  and  also  in  a  wholesale  house,  said  they 
might  get  slightly  better  prices  by  buying  large  stocks,  but 
between  stock  left  on  their  hands  and  inter,  st  on  money  all 
the  profit  would  be  gone.  They  would  do  as  well  if  they 
bought  in  quarter-dizen  lots  at  a  little  higher  price.  As  to 
the  idea  of  the  Association  trading  in  making  special 


preparations,  that  was  a  matter  of  capital  and  advertising. 
The  larse  makers  would  sweep  them  out  of  the  field. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  that  his  suggestion  was  not  to 
go  into  a  commercial  concern  by  making  preparations,  but 
to  devise  formulas  for  such  things  as,  say,  chloretone,  and? 
bring  them  under  the  notice  of  the  medical  profession. 

Mr.  Forret  was  of  the  same  mind  as  Mr.  McCutcheon. 
The  outlay  of  money  would  mean  loss  of  interest.  He  would 
also  like  to  know  how  the  lots  were  to  be  distributed. 

Mr.  Manson  said  the  scheme  would  be  of  no  advantage  to 
country  members.  The  remittance  of  the  money  would  alsc- 
involve  expense. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Hendry  said  they  had  to  consider  the  wholesale 
houses  who  very  readily  obliged  them,  and  they  would  stills 
be  compelled  to  stock  these  articles  to  meet  the  requirements- 
of  country  customers. 

The  Secretary  said  there  were  two  distinct  questions 
before  them — namely,  the  question  of  combined  buying,  and 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  devise  formulas  for 
medical  practitioners.  He  suggested  that  they  should 
dispose  of  the  two  questions  separately,  and  moved  that, 
having  regard  to  the  smallness  of  the  saving  to  be  effected1 
by  combined  buying,  the  matter  be  allowed  to  drop. 

Mr.  Forret  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  Chairman  moved  that  it  be  remitted  to  the  committee 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  devising  suitable  formulas- 
for  the  use  of  medical  men  and  report,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Liability  to  Stamp-duty. 
Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  said  he  had  made  a  further  endeavour  tc- 
clear  up  some  points  with  regard  to  liability  to  duty  upon 
labels  for  some  well-known  pills.  He  had  forwarded  three 
labels  to  Somerset  House  worded  "  Aperient  pills,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  late  Dr.  Hamilton,  1  or  2  a  dose"; 
"  Liver  pills,  as  prescribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Begbie,  1  or  2. 
a  dose";  and  "Liver  pills,  composed  of  aloes  and  mastic,  as 
prescribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Thomson,  1  or  2  a  dose  " ;  and  the 
reply  was  "Not  liable  to  duty,  in  so  far  as  liability  is 
dependent  on  the  terms  of  the  label  in  f  ach  cise."  He  haci 
also  sent  the  following  label  "  Antibilious  pills,  composed  of 
colocynth,  aloes,  and  scammony.  as  prescribed  by  the  late 
Professor  Gregory  "  ;  and  the  reply  received  was  "  The  pre- 
paration to  which  it  relates  is  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty 
unless  it  falls  within  the  scope  of  the  exemptions  in  favour 
of  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies,  and  on  tfais- 
point  the  Board  must  decline  to  advise."  He  then  sent  a 
further  set  worded  "  Dr.  Hamilton's  pills,  composed  of 
extracts  of  colocynth  and  henbane,  1  or  2  for  a  dose"; 
"  Dr.  Thomson's  antibilious  pills,  composed  of  aloes  and 
mastic,  1  or  2  for  a  dose " ;  and  "  Professor  Christison's 
pills,  composed  of  colocynth,  aloes,  and  scammony,  1,  2, 
or  3  for  a  dose."  All  these  labels  had  been  returned  marked 
"  Liable  to  duty."  One  result  of  his  investigation  was  that 
they  found  they  could  have  a  label  for  "  The  mixture,  as 
prescribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Begbie,"  and  while  they  could  not 
say  "  Christison's  cough-mixture,"  they  could  have  a  label 
"  Bronchial  mixture,  as  prescribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Christi- 
son." 

Miscellaneous. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McLaren  it  was  agreed  to  continue 
the  subscription  of  21.  2s.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  and  11.  Is. 
to  the  Orphan  Fund  of  the  Pnarmaceutical  Society.  ;. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Association  have  no  excursion  this 
year. 

The  following  new  members  were  elected :  Messrs.  B. 
Campbell,  J.  Dudgeon,  W.  Henderson,  A.  C.  Kirkpatrick, 
J.  Noble,  W.  Ogilvie,  J.  L.  Reid,  W.  T.  Robson,  J.  Skinner, 
and  C.  Stewart. 


North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association. 

A  very  largely  attended  imeeting  of  this  Association  was 
held  on  March  10  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent, 
Mr.  J.  Averill,  J.P.  (President,  Stafford),  in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  the  President  called  on 
Mr.  F.  B.  Blades  (Leek)  to  read  a  paper  on 

The  Medicine-stamp  Regulations. 
Mr.J  Blades,  who  was  warmly  received,  submitted  the 
results  of  his  reading  of  the  latest  pronouncements/^ 
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the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  giving  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  best  way  for  a  chemist  to  meet  the  present  condi- 
tions is  to  print  on  the  label  the  names  of  all  the  active 
ingredients  of  the  medicine. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  (Hon.  Secretary)  opened  the  discus- 
sion, and  said  with  regard  to  the  latest  concession,  it  had 
occurred  to  him  that  the  reason  that  had  led  the  Board  to 
the  decision  they  had  come  to  had  been  this  :  In  the  cases 
that  were  tried  last  ytar,  when  this  new  reading  of  the  old 
Acts  came  out,  it  was  found  that  the  Stamp  Acts  existed 
long  before  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  Having  that  in  view,  the 
authorities  at  Somerset  House  could  not  consider  the  1852 
and  1863  Pharmacy  Acts  when  dealing  with  this  exemption. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  they  ignored  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
entirely,  and  formed  their  opinions  and  came  to  their  decision 
on  the  Act  as  it  stood  in  1812.  This  latest  decision  had 
come  as  a  thunderbolt.  He  would  like  to  know  how  many 
of  the  actual  proprietors  of  drug-stores  thr  aighout  the 
country  and  the  directors  of  these  companies  wt  re  the 
responsible  managers,  and  how  many  years  apprenticeship 
the  bulk  of  them  had  served.  It  would  be  a  very  interesting 
table,  if  it  could  be  collected,  to  find  out  what  proportion  of 
thern  could  claim  exemption  even  under  this  latest  conces- 
sion. He  thought  that  if  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were 
to  investigate  it  and  collect  information,  the  Somerset  House 
decision  would  perhaps  be  modified,  if  not  altered,  in  favour 
of  the  properly  qualified  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  Weston  Poole  (Treasurer)  thought  chemists  were 
sometimes  inclined  to  bring  up  almost  impossible  cases 
for  the  decision  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities.  The 
chemists  of  the  country  keep  on  trying  to  find  loopholes. 
He  thought  they  had  better  take  the  general  pricciple  and 
make  up  their  minds  that  if  they  want  to  run  any  ailment 
remedy,  and  run  it  secretly,  they  had  better  stamp  it. 
(Applause). 

Mr.  T.  C  Cornwell  (Vice-President)  thought  this  latest 
decision  of  the  Inland  Revenue  would  have  to  be  fought  out 
to  the  bitter  end.  Four  times  in  the  history  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  the  chemists  had  had  test-cases  ;  twice  they  had 
won,  arid  twice  lost.  If  ever  there  was  an  occasion  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  endeavour  to  upset  a  decision,  he 
thought  this  was  the  one.  He  urged  every  member  to  join 
the  CD  A. 

Mr.  W.  Marson  (Stafford)  said  it  had  often  occurred  to 
him  that  if  the  Inland  Revenue  could  have  been  induced  to 
change  the  value  of  the  stamp  it  would  have  been  an  easy 
way  out  of  tne  difficulty  ;  on  the  1*.  was  the  duty  at 
present.  If  they  would,  for  instance,  put  a  \d.  stamp  on  a 
<\d.  article,  and  so  on,  the  Government  wculd  get  just  as 
much  money  and  the  chemists  would  be  much  more  satisfied. 
Chemists  are  the  only  tradesmen  in  the  British  Empire  who 
are  taxed  for  using  the  King's  English.  The  present  amount 
of  duty,  \\d.  on  a  6d.  article,  is,  he  thought,  too  much. 

Mr.  Blades,  in  reply,  said  it  seemed  that  chemists  did  not 
know  the  law,  nor  did  the  Inland  Revenue.  (Laughter.) 
They  would  have  to  wait  until  a  test-case  had  been  fought 
out,  but  the  question  is  who  is  going  to  bear  the  cost  of  a 
test-case  ? 

The  President  :  The  C.D.A. 

Mr.  Blades  (continuing)  said  the  individual  chemist 
certainly  cannot  afford  it.  The  chemist  is  one  of  the  most 
harassed  traders  in  existence. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  President  next  referred  to  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill, 
and  the  members  agreed  to  send  a  letter  to  their  M.P.s, 
Messrs.  T.  C.  Cornwell,  Weston  Poole,  Edmund  Jones,  and 
F.  Adams  being  appointed  to  draft  the  letter. 

The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  to  be  held  at  the  Grand 
Hotel,  Hanley,  on  April  7,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  necessary  arrangements. 

Reading  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  Table 
Dainties  Restaurant  on  Thursday,  March  10,  the  President 
(Mr.  E.  Cardwell)  in  the  chair.  The  Secretary  read  the 
correspondence  with  those  firms  who  are  being  approached 
on  the  P.A.T.A.  question,  and  who  had  not  replied  at  the 
time  of  the  last  meeting.  Although  some  of  them  had  the 
matter  under  consideration,  no  conclusive  result  could  be 


reported,  and  it  was  decided  to  fix  a  time-limit  for  a  definite 
answer,  after  which  other  measures  would  be  taken. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Shops  Bill  was  then  read  by  the 
President,  and  discussed,  the  general  opinion  being  that  it 
was  too  complicated  a  measure  to  stand  much  chance  of 
becoming  law. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  was  also  laid  before  the  meeting,  and 
it  was  resolved  to  approach  the  local  M.P.s  on  the  lines  sug- 
gested in  Mr.  Watson-Will's  letter. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

It  was  the  largest  gathering  for  some  years  that  assembled 
at  Birmingham  University  on  March  10  to  listen  to  Mr.  T. 
Maben's  lecture  on  "  The  Preparation  of  Serums  and 
Vaccines."  Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard  (the  President)  was  in  the 
chair,  and  representatives  were  present  from  the  leading 
houses  in  Birmingham,  Coventry,  and  elsewhere.  At  the 
close  of  his  lecture,  a  summary  of  which  has  already 
appeared  in  the  (  '.  $  D ,  Mr.  Maben  was  thanked,  on  the 
proposition  of  the  Chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  E. 
Perry. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  73  Newman 
Street,  W.,  on  March  10,  the  President  (Mr.  A.  B.  Britton) 
in  the  chair.    Mr.  W.  Neale  Ellis  read  a  paper  on 

The  Microscope  as  a  Hobby. 

Mr.  Ellis  described  at  some  length  the  scientific  and 
mechanical  principles  embodied  in  the  microscope  of  to-day, 
in  which  the  mathematician,  the  scientist,  and  the  skilled 
workman  have  united  to  produce  an  instrument  which,  to 
say  the  least,  is  a  credit  to  human  ingenuity.  The  microscope 
is  peculiarly  a  chemist's  hobby  for  two  reasons  :  first,  the 
chemist  in  the  course  of  his  studies  has  a  good  deal  to  learn 
by  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  and  as  a  rule  he  finds  it 
necessary  to  procure  one;  secondly,  argued  Mr.  Ellis,  having 
qualified,  and  ttken  a  position  as  an  assistant,  he  has  (his 
hours  on  duty  being  long)  a  good  deal  of  time  on  his  hands 
which  is  not  entirely  taken  up  by  his  work.  Ready  prepared 
and  mounted  objects  are  useful  in  their  way,  but  there  is  no 
real  satisfaction  in  examining  over  and  over  again  a  collec- 
tion of  microscope-slides.  The  thrill  involuntarily  felt 
when  observing  liviDg  protoplasm,  whether  in  active  motion 
or  otherwise,  is  missed.  It  is  necessary  to  know  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  instrument,  and  how  to  present  structures  and 
objects  that  their  characteristics  may  readily  and  properly 
be  observed.  Perseverance  mu>t  be  backed  up  by  the 
naturalist  part  of  a  man's  ego.  To  the  man  cooped  up  in 
the  town  there  is  practically  no  limit  to  the  variety  of  living 
forms  which  may  be  found  in  a  few  ounces  of  pond-water. 
Algaj,  bacteria,  infusoria,  molluscs,  and  crustaceans  are  all 
there  in  different  stages  of  development  and  change.  At 
the  present  time,  continued  Mr.  Ellis,  he  has  at  home  3  oz. 
of  pond-water,  procured  for  him  by  a  friend  over  six  months 
ago,  which  has  yielded  sufficient  material  to  fill  a  large 
exercise-book  with  sketcbes  and  notes,  and  shows  no  sign  of 
exhaustion  yet.  Quite  recently  he  was  startled  to  see 
several  baby  water-snails  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the 
bottle.  These  infant  mohuscs  certainly  had  given  no  evidence 
of  their  existence  before,  and  he  concluded  they  were  the 
progeny  of  the  large  individual  which,  for  the  sake  of  the 
algro,  he  found  it  necessary  to  remove  soon  after  the  water 
came  into  his  possession. 

Mr.  Ellis  concluded  with  a  brief  description  of  the 
polariscope. 

A  shore  discussion  followed,  during  which  the  commercuil 
value  to  the  chemist  of  the  study  of  bacteriology  Wis 
emphasised. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  March  9,  Mr.  Archibald  Currie  (President)  in 
the  chair. 

The  first  paper  was  one  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  on 
Pill-coating, 

in  which  experiments  were  detailed  as  to  the  solubility  of 
varnished  and  coated  pills  which  Mr.  Glass  said  proved  that 
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there  is  yet  something  required  in  the  way  of  providing  a 
pill  that  will  be  elegant,  soluble,  and  can  be  coated  without 
much  extra  time  or  trouble.  For  this  purpose  a  reference  in 
the  "  Year-book  of  Pharmacy  "  for  1892  *  was  found  recom- 
mending plumbago  as  a  serviceable  substance  for  coating 
pills,  being  inert,  not  liable  to  change,  not  hygroscopic,  and 
possessing  in  a  high  degree  the  property  of  imparting  to  pills 
a  very  brilliant  polish.  Samples  were  submitted  of  2-gr. 
aperient  pills  and  5-gr.  colocynth  pills.  Plumbago  can  be 
employed  for  newly  prepared  pills,  and  on  that  account  is 
useful  at  the  dispensiDg-counter.  The  other  coaticgs  cannot 
be  used  so  conveniently.  The  solubility  of  the  pill  when 
finished  and  highly  burnished  is  also  a  recommendation. 
Albumen  is  also  used  as  a  coiting,  but  there  are 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  obtaining  it  fresh.  Silver-leaf  is 
a  very  serviceable  and  elegant  covering  for  prescription-pills. 
Salol  as  a  coating  has  been  suggested,  but  is  inadmissible 
for  most  purposes.  Varnish  has  certain  recommendations. 
Graphite,  or  plumbago,  might  be  given  a  fair  trial.  It 
possesses  most  of  the  virtues  of  the  other  pill-coating 
materials,  and  has  other  peculiar  properties  of  its  own  to 
recommend  it.  It  can  be  applied  by  rolling  the  pills  with 
the  pill-roller,  dusting  on  sufficient  of  the  graphite  in 
powder  until  a  brilliant  polish  is  obtained. 

Mr.  Hill  said  he  had  experimented  with  plumbago  as  a 
pill-coating  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  idea  being 
suggested  by  Blanchard's  pills,  which  are  coated  with 
plumbago  and  then  varnished.  It  is  very  doubtful  if  coating 
pills  is  a  real  advantage.  He  heard  of  a  case  in  which  even 
a  freshly  applied  gelatin  coating  was  objected  to  on  the 
ground  that  it  distinctly  interfered  with  the  action  of  the 
pills.  Another  disadvantage  is  that  the  practice  of  pill- 
coating  has  thrown  the  manufacture  of  pills  into  the  hands 
of  large  makers  to  the  detriment  of  true  pharmacy.  This 
arises  from  an  entirely  mistaken  belief  on  the  part  of  retail 
pharmacists  that  they  cannot  turn  out  pearl-coated  pills 
equal  to  the  factory-made  article.  He  had  seen  first  or 
second  year  apprentices  turn  out  coated  pills  quite  equal  to 
anything  produced  on  a  large  scale. 

Mr.  Boa  said  he  had  experimented  with  graphite  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years  ago,  but  he  did  not  find  that  people  took 
kindly  to  the  appearance.  The  pills  were  rather  suggestive 
of  small  shot.  His  experience  was  that  if  a  well-made  pill 
was  supplied  the  public  did  not  care  particularly  for  any 
coating,  and  he  did  not  find  much  demand  for  them. 
Recently  a  customer  expressed  his  preference  for  pills 
without  "  that  glazy  stuff  "  on  them.  He  (Mr.  Boa)  agreed 
with  what  was  said  in  deprecation  of  the  tendency  to  put 
the  making  of  galenicals  into  the  hands  of  wholesale  makers. 
It  is  unfair  to  take  an  apprentice  on  the  pretence  of  teach- 
ing him  his  business  as  a  pharmacist,  and  then  make  him  a 
mere  distributor  of  manufactured  articles.  Some  pharmacists 
are  in  the  habit  of  coating  all  prescription-pills,  but  his 
opinion  was  that  unless  the  prescriber  ordered  it  the  pills 
should  not  be  coated. 

Mr.  McEwan  said  all  prescription-pills  should  be  sent 
out  uncoated  unless  otherwise  required.  His  practice  was 
to  dispense  them  with  the  smallest  modicum  of  dusting- 
powder  that  would  prevent  them  adhering  to  one  another. 
Graphite  makes  the  pills  too  much  like  shot,  and  would  not 
be  suitable  for  white  pills.  He  could  confirm  the  statement 
that  apprentices  are  quite  competent  to  turn  out  perfectly 
finished  coated  pills.  It  is  an  art  that  can  be  acquired  by 
practice. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  suggested  graphite  as  a  pill- 
coating  in  a  paper  read  to  the  Association  two  or  three  years 
ago.  He  had  kept  to  it  ever  since  and  had  never  had  any 
complaint.  He  found  2  gr.  of  graphite  sufficient  to  coat 
twenty-four  pills.  He  made  some  Blaud's  pills  at  that  time 
and  coated  them  with  graphite,  and  on  examining  them  on 
March  8  found  them  as  good  as  whpn  freshly  made. 

The  next  communication  was  a  talk 

Concerning  Formula. 
By  Peter  Boa,  Ph.C. 
The  comments  were  due  to  recently-published  collections 
consequent  on  stamped-medicine  difficulties.    With  regard 

*  It  is  but  fair  to  mention  that  the  reference  in  the  "  Y.B.P." 
is  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  published  in  the  C.  d  £>., 
October  24,  1891— Ed. 


to  specialities,  Mr.  Boa  thought  if  any  pharmacist  wished 
to  run  one  he  ought  to  produce  it  for  himself.  A 
chemist  should  not  merely  copy  his  neighbour,  nor  did 
he  (the  speaker)  think  he  would  give  away  what  he 
had  devised  to  his  neighbour.  A  formuU  should  be 
based  on  the  simplest  way  of  carrying  out  a  definite  idea. 
Mr.  Boa  added  that  he  did  not  think  it  the  legitimate- 
province  of  the  pharmacist  to  run  specialities  for  the  cure  of 
diseases.  That  is  trespassing  on  the  sphere  of  the  medical 
practitioner.  Within  certain  limits  there  is  ample  scope  for 
pharmaceutical  skill.  There  are  many  toilet  and  dental  articles, 
for  example,  which  chemists  m  ght  make  up.  In  the  making 
of  creams  it  is  wise  to  keep  working  away  at  the  possibilities 
of  such  articles  as  tragacanth,  Irish  moss,  quince-seed, 
gelatin,  agar-agar,  and  linseed.  It  is  wonderful  what  a  fine- 
cream  can  be  made  from  the  somewhat  neglected  linseed. 
This  kind  of  work  brought  chemists  into  relationship  with- 
medical  men  in  a  truly  professional  way.  Recently,  for 
example,  a  practitioner  ordered  an  ointment  of  zinc  oxide, 
boric  acid,  and  lanolin,  which  had  the  defect  that  it  could 
not  without  difficulty  be  wiped  off  the  tender  surface  to- 
which  it  was  applied.  A  bismuth  salt  was  suggested  for  the 
zinc,  with  perfect  success  so  far  as  wiping  off  was  concerned. 
There  was  still  some  complaint  of  grittiness,  and  it  was 
suggested  to  add  the  boric  acid  in  solution  with  perfect 
success.  The  result  is  that  that  prescriber  now  very 
frequently  orders  the  improved  ointment. 

Mr.  Donald  McEwan  recalled  an  incident  related  by  Sir 
William  Gairdner,  who  came  across  a  mixture  in  Lanark- 
shire which  had  been  found  to  be  a  specific  for  asthma.  It- 
consisted  of  a  large  number  of  ingredients,  including 
potassium  iodide.  Sir  William  set  himself  to  discover  the 
real  active  constituent,  and  eventually  traced  the  whole 
beneficial  effects  of  the  mixture  to  the  potassium  iodide. 

Mr  E.  0.  Rowland  said  quillaia  has  a  large  sphere  of 
usefulness  as  an  emulsifying-agent. 

Mr.  Glass  said  he  did  not  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Boa's  view 
as  to  giving  medicinal  remedies  to  persons  who  came  to* 
them.  Chemists  should  discourage  quackery,  but  could 
employ  their  skill  in  supplying  many  things,  such  as  cough- 
mixtures. 

The  Chairman  also  spoke  on  similaT  lines,  and  Mr.  Boa 
briefly  replied. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Norfolk 
Square  Hotel,  London  Street,  Paddington,  on  March  16,  the 
President  (Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen)  in  the  chair.  About  a  dozen 
members  and  friends  were  present,  and  the  President  opened 
the  proceedings  by  making  a  few  tentative  remarks  on  the 
proposed 

C.O.D.  System. 

These  proposals,  he  said,  had  been  generally  condemned  by 
chemists  all  over  the  country.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Thames 
Valley  Chemists'  Association  (see  C.  $  D.,  March  12, 
page  424)  a  lengthy  resolution  was  passed,  it  being  agreed 
that  more  weight  would  be  given  to  any  protest  sent  to  the 
Postmaster-General  if  it  were  made  on  the  grounds  of  public: 
policy  rather  than  in  the  interests  of  any  particular  class  of 
traders.  With  that  opinion  he  (the  President)  quite  agreed. 
On  the  Continent  they  were  guarded  by  more  strict  laws,  and 
the  working  of  the  system  there  would  not  affect  the 
pharmacists  so  unduly ;  but  in  this  country  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  most  undesirable  specifics  being 
rammed  down  the  throats  of  the  public  by  bold  advertise- 
ment. This  has  been  hitherto  negatived  in  some  degree  by 
the  refusal  of  educated  pharmacists  to  stock  and  recommend 
such  remedies.  But  if  the  C.O.D.  system  be  adopted  there 
will  be  nothing  to  prevent  the  wholesale  dealer  in  these 
articles  selling  preparations  containing  scheduled  poisons 
and  making  the  postman  who  receives  the  money  the 
seller,  thus  breaking  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Any  system,  there- 
fore, that  tends  to  remove  the  restrictions  concerning  the 
sale  of  poisons  should  be  condemned.  He  understood  that 
at  least  one  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had 
the  matter  in  hand,  and  probably  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  would  approach  the  Postmaster-General  on  the 
subject.  Another  point  with  regard  to  the  working  of  the 
system  struck  him.    If  a  prescription  were  dispensed  and 
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forwarded  by  post,  and  the  consignee  for  some  reason  or 
■other  refused  to  receive  the  goods,  he  presumed  the  Post 
Office  would  insist  on  the  consignee  paying  the  return 
postage.  He  considered  the  system  would  lead  to  sweep 
away  small  businesses  in  small  towns,  and  would  increase 
the  prosperity  of  large  firms  desiring  to  do  both  a  wholesale 
and  a  retail  trade. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington  did  not  favour  the  system.  Looked 
at  from  the  points  of  view  of  either  receiver  or  sender  of 
goods,  he  could  see  no  advantage  to  himself  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  system,  and  if  accepted  it  would,  in  his  opinion, 
lead  to  many  abuses. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Gulliver  said  in  his  continental  experience  he 
had  found  it  very  convenient,  but  in  this  country,  he  thought, 
there  would  be  greater  difficulties  in  the  path  to  its  success. 
So  many  specilics  were  prohibited  on  the  Continent  that 
the  abuses  spoken  of  by  the  President  would  not  be  so  pre- 
valent there  as  in  this  country.  In  his  opinion  the  system 
would  be  of  no  advantage  except  to  the  man  with  a  large 
busines  i  in  proprietaries. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Mather  (G-odalming),  speaking  as  a  country 
chemist,  said  the  man  living  outside  the  metropolis  wouli 
suffer  materially,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  from  the  adoption  of 
the  system.  He  was  of  opinion  that  from  the  economic 
aspect  of  the  question  alone  the  system  deserved  condemna- 
tion. It  would  probably  not  affect  the  small  chemist  even 
so  much  as  other  trades  such  as  drapers. 

Mr.  B.  Middleton  said  the  system  would  make  little 
difference  to  him  personally,  but  he  thought  the  point  made 
by  the  President  of  the  postman  breaking  the  Pnarmacy  Act 
was  novel.  If  that  were  so,  he  considered  chemists  had  all, 
more  or  less,  helped  to  make  the  postman  a  law-breaker. 

The  President  explained  that  what  he  said  was  that  the 
postman,  by  handing  over  the  poison  and,  receiving the  money, 
would  be  breaking  the  la  v.  [The  Worcester  case  decided 
to  the  contrary. — Ed.,  C.  $  D.~\ 

Mr.  Middleton  agreed  that  that  put  a  different  aspect  on 
the  case,  and  reiterated  his  opinion  that  the  adojtion  or  non- 
adoption  of  the  system  would  not  matter  either  way. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Knight  said  the  Thames  Valley  resolution  was 
move  fitted  for  the  times  of  barber-surgeons.  In  connection 
with  new  legislation  there  were  always  these  bugbears,  and 
always  people  imagining  that  they  would  do  an  enormous 
amount  of  harm.  For  his  part,  he  could  see  no  harm  in 
the  adoption  of  the  C.O.D.  system,  especially  to  those  in 
business  in  the  metropolis  or  in  large  towns.  The  same 
system  was  already  in  vogue  in  connection  with  the  carrying 
•companies  of  the  metropolis  and  he  thought  it  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  It  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  general 
community,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  have  stultified  a  system 
that  would  benefit  the  community  at  large  because  of 
the  disadvantage  it  would  be  to  a  small  minority  of  traders. 
There  was  no  new  legislation  introduced  that  did  not  hurt 
some  one,  and  if  poisons  were  distributed  in  a  legitimate 
manner  by  postmen  it  would  be  better  than  the  haphazard 
way  in  which  they  are  distributed  by  some  chemists. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  Jun.,  did  not  think  the  Government 
would  pay  much  attention  to  a  resolution  sent  by  the 
Western  Chemists'  Association  condemning  the  system  in  its 
general  economic  aspect.  If  any  resolution  were  adopted, 
he  suggested  that  it  should  be  setting  forth  the  effect;  the 
system  would  have  upon  the  trade  of  the  chemists  of  the 
west  of  London. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  J.  I.  Philp)  thought  the 
country  wanted  the  system,  and  if  it  was  to  be  for  the  public 
convenience  he  was  in  favour  of  it.  He  did  not  think  its 
adoption  would  make  any  difference  to  chemists. 

Mr.  Mather  reiterated  his  opinion  that  the  small  trader 
was  worthy  of  consideration.  He  was  a  citizen,  took  his 
share  in  public  work,  and  paid  rate3.  If  his  enterprise  was 
to  be  materially  crippled — as  probably  it  would  be  by  this 
system — it  would  be  a  serious  matter  for  him  and  for  the  town 
in  which  he  lived.  He  (Mr.  Mather)  was  unable  to  see  that 
any  great  advantage  to  the  general  community  would  accrue 
by  the  adoption  of  the  system,  but  he  could  see  that  great 
hardships  would  result  to  small  traders,  and  legislation, 
in  his  opinion,  should  be  of  such  a  character  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  small  trader  should  not  be  lessened. 

The  President,  closing  the  discussion,  remarked  that  ap- 
parently the  meeting  was  of  opinion  that  no  resolution  on 
the  subject  was  necessary. 


Shops  Bill. 

The  President  then  referred  shortly  to  the  Shops  Bil[ 
introduced  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  an  epitome  of  which  ap- 
peared in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  February  20 
(page  312).  He  thought  the  spirit  in  which  the  Bill  was 
conceived  was  quite  at  variance  with  the  principle  of 
personal  liberty.  In  his  opinion,  adults  shou'd  be  allowed 
to  work  as  long  as  they  liked.  The  chief  objection,  as  far 
as  chemists  were  concerned,  was  to  Clause  10,  which  dealt 
with  the  number  of  nours  (not  more  than  sixty,  including 
meal  hours)  in  which  "persons  are  to  be  employed"  in 
shops.  There  were  other  absurdities  which  could  not  be 
made  applicable  to  a  chemist's  business. 

Mr.  Harrington  thought  the  Bill  was  quite  unacceptable 
to  chemists.  If,  however,  a  Bill  were  introduced  to  reduce 
shop-hours,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  seriously  consideied. 
Chemists'  hours  were  much  too  long,  and  they  could  easily 
be  shortened. 

A  desultory  discussion  followed,  all  the  speakers  ridiculing 
the  Bill,  and  the  matter  dropped. 

Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Harrington,  on  the  invitation  of  the  President, 
made  a  tew  comments  on  the  proposed  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Members  of  Parliament  were,  he  said,  beginning  to  see  more 
clearly  the  reason  for  the  Bill,  and  there  was  therefore 
more  hope  of  its  ultimate  .success.  After  referring  to  the 
new  clause,  he  went  on  to  say  that  some  people  thought 
Clause  7  ought  to  be  done  away  with.  He  (the  speaker) 
could  not  help  thinking  that  if  Clause  7  were  struck  oud 
there  would  be  no  more  chance  of  the  Bill  passing  than  if  it 
remained,  and  chemists  would  be  better  off.  or  at  least  quite 
as  well  off,  without  the  Bill  at  all.  He  did  not  quite'understand 
the  answer  given  by  Mr.  Balfour  in  reply  to  the  question  by 
Mr.  O'Malley,  M  P.  (C.  $  D  ,  March  12.  page  417).  If  the 
Government  were  preparing  another  Bill  it  was  a  serious 
statement ;  but  he  hardly  thought  the  Government  would 
try  to  introduce  another  measure  without  consulting  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Harrington  having  been  thanked  for  his  remarks,  the 
business  of  the  meeting  terminated. 


Dover  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  the  residence  of  the  Hon.  Secretary 
(Mr.  Bwell),  Townwall  Street,  on  Friday,  March  11,  Mr. 
J.  F.  Brown  in  the  chair.  Amongst  other  matters  discussed 
was  an  interesting  case  of  presumable  ptomaine-p nsoning 
from  rabbit-pie,  and  its  curiously  varying  effects  on  different 
people.  A  case  was  mentioned  of  the  length  of  time  coins 
may  remain  in  the  alimentary  cinal.  Sir  Charles  Dilke's 
Shop  Hour  Bdl  was  discussed,  and  it  was  decide!  to  follow 
the  lead  of  the  Federation  in  opposing  the  measure.  Mr. 
Barnes  was  commissioned  to  keep  the  Secretary  for  Ireland 
fully  informed  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

It  was  decide!  to  keep  the  retail  price  of  camphor  at  4Z. 
per  oz.  as  long  as  possible,  also  to  drop  the  price  of  cod- 
liver  oil. 


Preston  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  the  Moor  Park  Pharmacy  on 
Tuesday  evening,  March  15,  when  the  Secretary  (Mr. 
F.  A.  Williamson)  mentioned  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  was 
instructed  to  write  to  the  borough  members  for  their  support 
and  also  to  invite  all  registered  chemists  in  the  district  to  send 
similar  communications  asking  their  parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives to  support  the  Bill. 

Correspondence  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  P.A.T.A.  and 
the  Federation  was  also  submitted.  The  question  of  joining 
the  latter  was  deferred,  and  it  was  considered  as  to  the 
Shops  Bill  that  the  exemption  clause  gets  rid  of  any 
objections  by  chemists. 

The  question  of  forming  a  local  traders'  defence  associa- 
tion was  adjourned. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  Ma-xh  10,  at  No.  5B  King's 
Road,  at  9  r.M.,  to  consider  the  action  of  the  local  mineral- 
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water  "  combine,"  which  has  recently  sent  out  notices  that 
on  and  from  March  1  all  syphons  will  be  charged  a  deposit 
of  6d.  each,  and  bottles  3d.  per  dcz.,  and  that  all  syphons 
on  hand  on  that  date  should  be  charged  2s.  6d.  each  and 
5  per  cent,  per  annum  charged  cn  the  value  until  either 
returned  or  paid  for.  The  meeting  unanimously  and  strongly 
disagreed  with  the  proposals,  and  thought  that  a  small  extra 
charge  on  the  waters— say  3d.  perCcz  —ought  tobe  sufficient 
to  cover  loss  of  syphons,  and  that  no  further  responsibility 
fchould  attach  to  the  retailer. 


Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Park  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Wednes- 
day, March  16,  Mr.  D.  Anthony  in  the  chair.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  R.  Mumford)  reported  that  he  had  sent 
circulars  to  twenty-one  divisional  secretaries  in  Wales  re  the 
nomination  of  a 

Welsh  Candidate  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 
He  gave  the  gist  of  the  replies,  nineteen  being  favourable. 
He  added  that  immediately  he  received  the  replies  he  laid 
them  before  his  committee,  who  thought  they  should  go  on 
with  the  matter,  and  recommended  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
A.  Hagon,  who  had  since  intimated  that  he  placed  himself 
entirely  in  their  hands,  either  to  stand  as  a  candidate  him- 
self or  to  step  aside  and  give  his  most  active  support  to  any 
other  gentleman  who  might  be  nominated. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  A.  Cole- 
man asked  if  any  communication  had  been  received  from 
Swansea,  and  the  Secretary  said  he  had  a  letter  from  Mr. 
N.  M.  Grose,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Council,  who  wrote : 

Why  are  the  members  of  the  Cardiff  and  District  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  so  anxious  to  get  a  Welshman  or  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Wales  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  ?  Is  it  because  of 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Society  in  Wales  ?  I  am  certain 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  represent  the  interests  of  the 
chemists  and  druggists  of  Penzance,  John  O'Groats,  and  of 
Tenby  as  much  as  they  do  those  of  their  own  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood. I  think  our  interests  are  a,*  much  safeguarded  now  as 
they  would  be  if  we  had  a  representative  from  each  town  of  any 
size  in  the  land. 

The  Secretary  added  that  Mr.  Grose's  o^n  position  was  the 
best  comment  they  could  make  on  that  letter. 

Mr.  Hopkins  (Barry)  exp  essed  his  cordial  approval  of  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Hagon,  and  Mr.  Jabez  A.  Jones  formally 
proposed  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  be  authorised  to  nominate 
Mr.  Hagon.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Hopkins  and 
unanimously  carried,  and  preliminaries  for  a  canvass  were 
arranged. 

The  new  Pharmacy  Bill  was  briefly  alluded  to,  ard  the 
members  generally  urged  to  write  to  the  parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives of  Cardiff  and  South  Glamorgan  soliciting  their 
vote  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  the  Palatina  Hotel  on  Friday, 
March  11,  Mr.  Councillor  Laurie  presiding,  when  Mr.  Turner 
read  a  paper  on  the 

Relation  between  Pharmacy  and  Medicine. 

After  referring  to  the  general  culture  of  medical  prac- 
titioners and  i he  present-day  direction  of  their  professional 
trading,  the  author  showed  that  their  deficiency  in  pharma- 
ceutical knowledge  is  due  to  inadequate  attention  to 
pharrracy  in  the  medical  curriculum.  This  condition  favours 
the  prescribing  of  proprietary  preparations  which  seem  to 
fit  the  case,  but  Mr.  Turner  thought  it  is  much  better  to 
ilispense  proprietary  articles  than  do  no  dispensing  at  all. 
He  then  dealt  wi.h  the  personal  relations  between  physicians 
and  pharmacists,  deprecating  monetary  arrangements  and 
very  strongly  condemning  any  interference  by  the  pharmacist 
between  the  doctor  and  the  patient.  He  warned  chemists 
against  the  dangers  of  counter-prescribiog,  and  made  the 
following  suggestion  for  starting  a  better  state  of  things  in 
the  Blackpool  district : 

We  might  either  invite  one  or  two  fresh  men  to  the  towD,  or 
make  some  such  offer  to  the  most  likely  man  or  men  we  already 
have,  as  the  following:  that  certain  undersigned  chemists  agree 
to  abandon  prescribing  anl  use  all  their  influence  to  send  as  many 


patients  as  possible  to  their  doctors,  promising  that  only  in  such 
cases  as,  say,  toothache  or  corns,  or  some  such  trifling  ailment3, 
will  they  prescribe  ;  the  doctors  on  their  side  agreeing  to  allow 
their  patients  absolute  free  trade  in  choosing  their  chemists,  and 
in  declinirg  dispensing  excepting  for  urgent  cases  and  very  poor 
patients.  Or  an  arrangement  might  be  entered  into  by  which 
very  poor  patients  might  have  medicines  dispensed  at  a  Bpecial 
low  ra'.e,  the  prescription  being  in  such  a  case  specially  marked. 

A  discussion  followed  (the  Chairman,  Mr.  Greenwood, 
Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Keeley,  Mr.  Sankey,  Mr.  Jackson,  and' 
Ashton  joining  in  it),  but  no  definite  resolution  was  come- 
to. 


Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  West  Hartlepool, 
on  Thursday,  March  10.  Alderman  Thos.  Clarkson  presided, 
and  there  were  present  Messrs.  Barker,  Ferry,  Hill,  Levie, 
Leithead,  Watt,  Whitehead,  Timmins  (Hon.  Secretary),  West 
Hartlepool ;  and  Messrs.  Buckle  and  Denton,  Hartlepool.  , 
The  correspondence  submitted  included  letters  from  the 
Federation  of  Local  Associations,  the  Reading  Chemists 
Association,  and  the  P.A.T.A. ;  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  also 
wrote  agreeing  to  address  the  members  on  Wednesday, 
April  20. 

Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Secretary  read  communications  about  this  Bill,  and  the 
Chairman  op-ned  a  discussion  on  it,  which  was  taken  part  in 
by  Messrs.  Leithead,  Watt,  Hill,  and  ether  members,  and 
at  the  conclusion  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
passed  : 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Hartlepools  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  having  carefully  considered  the  Pharmacy  Bill, 
cordially  approves  of  same,  and  trusts  every  member  will  do  his- 
utmost  to  expedite  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

The  Secretary  wai  asked  to  write  to  the  local  members  of 
Parliament,  asking  them  to  support  the  Bill  and  to  receive  a* 
deputation  from  the  Association. 

Dilke's  Shops  Bill 

was  also  down  for  discussion,  and  it  was  considered  of  such 
importance  that  it  was  held  over.  The  Secretary  was 
requested  to  obtain  copies  of  the  Bill  and  forward  one  to 
each  member,  so  that  the  matter  may  be  fully  discussed  at 
the  next  meeting. 

P.S. — Since  the  above  meeting  the  Secretary  has  received  a- 
letter  from  the  local  M.P.  (Sir  C.  Ferness)  stating  that  he  has 
given  his  consideration  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  He  believes  in 
individual  responsibility  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  the  main 
principles  of  the  Bill  have  his  entire  sympathy  and  will  receive 
his  support. 


2)eatb0. 


Boyd.— At  173  Radcliffe  Street,  Oldham,  on  March  6,  Mr. 
John  Boyd,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Carlisle,  agedf 
fifty-five. 

Brearey. — At  Springfield,  near  Douglas,  on  March  11, 
Mr.  Arthur  William  Brearey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who 
carried  on  the  oldest  chemist's  business  (that  of  Brearey  & 
Son)  in  the  island.  Mr.  Brearey,  who  was  only  forty- 
eight  years  of  age,  retired  last  year  from  the  business, 
which  was  established  by  his  father  more  than  half  a. 
century  ago,  and  devoted  his  time  to  the  study  of  horti- 
culture. He  was  at  work  in  his  garden  when  he  had  an 
apoplectic  seizure,  and  died  suddenly.  Mr.  Brearey  was  a. 
prominent  Freemason,  being  a  P.M.  of  (he  Tynwald  Lodge. 
He  occupied  several  public  positions,  and  was  for  some  time 
treasurer  of  Noble's  Hospital.  He  was  also  a  Douglas  Poor- 
law  Guardian. 

Evans. — At  Tregaron,  Cardiganshire,  on  February  28, 
Mr.  David  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-seven. 

Field. — At  Mablethorpe,  Lines,  on  March  3,  Mr.  William 
Cubitt  Field,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-nine. 

Green. — We  are  informed  of  the  death,  on  March  10,  of 
Mr.  Green,  who  was  for  forty  years  with  Messrs.  Ferris, 
Bourne,  Townsend  &  Boucher,  Union  Street,  Bristol.  The 
funeral  took  place  on  Tuesday. 
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Grice. — On  February  22,  at  9  Dalhousie  Square,  Calcutta, 
Maggie  Constance,  wife  of  Walter  Thomas  Grice,  chemist 
and  druggist  (of  Smith,  Stanistreet  &  Co.),  aged  20. 

Hargrave. — On  March  15,  at  Brae  Side,  Stretford,  Mr. 
Spencer  Hargrave,  aged  fifty-two,  chemist  and  dentist,  of 
36  Upper  Jackson  Street,  Manchester. 

McMillan. — At  4  Linwood  Terrace,  Hillhead,  Glasgow,  on 
March  12,  Mr.  John  McMillan,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
sixty- two  years.  Early  this  year  Mr.  McMillan  met  with  the 
check  which  frecjuently  is  given  to  those  who  have  worked 
too  hard,  a  stroke  of  paralysis  deprivirg  him  of  speech  and 

to  some  extent  of 
ability,  lut  hap- 
pily until  the  e  nd 
came,  all  too  scon, 
he  was  the  clear- 
headed, cheerful 
man  he  always 
vsas.  His  death 
leaves  pharmacy 
the  poorer,  for  he 
was  of  the  type 
rc  ore  c  on  mon  com- 
paratively  fifty 
3  ears  ago  than 
now — the  compe- 
tent, painstaking 
pharmacist,  ac- 
curate in  all  his 
dealings,  ever  con- 
scientious in  re- 
gard to  quality  of 
materials,  tiustful 
to  customers,  and 
a  helper  to  a  wide 
circle  of  medical 
friends.  We  have  heard  him  called  "the  Martindale  of 
Scotland,"  although  the  two  men  were  utterly  unlike,  except 
in  t^e  one  characteristic  of  love  for  pharmacy  and  practice 
of  it  in  perfection.  Mr.  McMidan  was  a  native  of  Ochiltree, 
and  as  a  boy  was  apprenticed  to  Messrs.  Murdoch  Brothers, 
of  Glasgow,  at  a  time  when  Mr.  Oswald  Robertson  (later  of 
Bridge  of  Allan)  was  the  senior  and  Mr.  James  Dickie  a 
fellow  apprentice  to  him.  The  three  boys  becane  noted  as 
practitioners  of  pharmacy  in  the  spheres  they  afterwards 
carved  out  for  themselves,  each  succeeding,  through 
personal  magnetism  and  pharmaceutical  culture,  in  making 
his  name  known.  Mr.  McMillan  remained  with  Messrs. 
Murdoch  Brothers  as  an  assistant  for  some  years  after  his 
apprenticesbip,  aud  it  was  while  acting  as  senior  assistant 
that  the  late  Professor  John  A  Easton,  M.D.,  was  wont  to  go 
into  the  pharmacy.  There  he  had  many  chats  with  Mr. 
McMillan  about  the  administration  of  the  phosphates,  and 
as  a  result  of  these  conversations  Mr.  McMillan  worked  out 
for  the  professor  the  formula  for  the  famous  syrup  of  the 
phosphates  now  known  all  the  world  over  as  Eastern's  syrup. 
The  details  of  the  mat  er  are  told  in  the  C.  <f  D  ,  Ixii ,  page  667, 
and  lxiii.,  page  163  The  latter  article  is  an  admirable  example 
of  Mr.  McMillan's  kindly  interest  in  pharmaceutical  records, 
for  when  the  former  one  appeared  in  our  pages,  he  wro'e  to 
us  suggesting  thaf.  justice  had  never  been  done  to  Professor 
Easton's  great  abilities,  and  obtained  for  us  a  portrait  of  the 
professor  and  notes  of  his  career.  Without  these  Easton  must 
have  r.ecome  more  or  less  a  myth  to  the  next  generation. 
Mr.  McMillan  started  business  on  his  own  account  in  1856 
in  the  St.  George's  Cross  district  of  Glasgow,  and  a  few 
years  later  moved  to  No.  17  Great  Western  Road,  which  he 
fitted  up  in  excellent  style.  Subsequently  he  added  the  first 
floor  of  the  building  as  a  laboratory  and  warehouse,  and 
made  other  additions  later.  He  also  had  branches  at  Hill- 
head  and  North  Kelvinside.  All  his  pharmacies  reflected 
what  we  may  call  pharmaceutical  genius,  by  which  we 
mean  that  inborn  power  of  designing  furnishings,  arranging 
and  keeping  stock,  co-ordinating  all  branches  of  work  in 
the  pharmacy,  and  maintaining  the  highest  character  in 
his  products.  Mr.  McMillan  was  intensely  interested  in 
practical  pharmacy,  but  rare'y  ventured  to  write  or  speak 
on  subjects  relateel  to  it,  except  to  those  who  he  felt  were 
equally  interested.  The  1  cal  pharmaceutical  associations, 
perhaps,  saw  him  at  his  best  in  such  matters,  for  since  he 
was  a  boy  he  was  an  active  participator  in  each  ;  and  it  was 


a  piece  of  selt-sacnrice  for  him  to  accept  the  honorary  pre- 
sidency of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  of  which  he  had  long  been  President. 
He  hael  the  notion  that  the  presence  at  meetings  of  veterans 
such  as  he  prevented  younger  men  having  their  say,  so  he 
accepted  the  honorary  presidency  when  the  late  Mr.  Daniel 
Frazer  was  called  to  lay  it  down.  One  who  knew  Mr. 
McMillan  well  says:  "By  his  death  Glasgow  has  lost  a 
typical  pharmacist — one  who  was  jealous  for  the  honour  of 
our  calling  and  spared  no  effort  to  carry  out  his  ideas.  He 
has  had  a  lorg  anel  honourable  career,  and  his  place  will 
not  be  easily  filleel  in  the  ranks  of  Glasgow  pharmacy." 
Mr.  McMillan  is  survived  by  Mrs.  McMillan  and  two 
daughters  and  one  son — Mr.  David  McMillan,  chemist  and 
druggist,  who  has  been  associated  with  him  in  business  for 
several  years.  The  funeral  took  place  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
when  a  short  service  was  held  in  Hillhead  Parish  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  McMillan  was  an  Elder.  The  coffin  was  placed 
in  front  of  the  pulpit  and  was  covereel  with  flowers.  There 
was  a  large  congregation  of  mourcers,  among  wticm  were 
many  medical  men  and  chemists  from  all  parts  of  the  city. 
The  service,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  D.  Strong,  D.D.,  was  very 
impressive,  and  at  its  close  Chopin's  "Funeral  March"  was 
played  by  the  organist.  The  funeral  uortege  then  moved 
along  Great  Western  Road  to  Cathcart  Cemetery.  The 
general  respect  and  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Millan  was  held 
were  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  shops  cn  roulewere  partially 
closed,  and  all  blinds  down.  Amongst  those  who  went  to 
the  cemetery  to  pay  a  last  tribute  to  their  frienel  were  the 
rfficers  of  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Association,  headed  by 
Mr.  W.  L.  Cunie  (President),  and  representatives  of  the  Clan 
McMillan  S:ciety,  of  which  Mr.  McMillan  was  a  Chieftain. 

Owen.- — At  51  Crescent  Road,  Sharrow,  Sheffield,  on 
March  14,  Mr.  George  Bargh  Owen,  chemist  and  druggist, 
agetl  sixty-nine.  Mr.  Owen  was  the  oldest  representative  of 
one  of  the  oldest  chemists'  families  in  Sheffield,  his  father 
having  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Hawksworth  in 
the  High  Street  in  the  early  part  of  last  century  and  set  up 
in  business  for  himself  at  No  7  Broad  Street  as  long  ago  as 
1822.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Owen,  sen  ,  the  business  was 
carried  on  for  some  years  by  his  widow,  and  was  taken  over 
:'n  1852  by  her  two  sons,  Mr.  Walter  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Owen. 
The  two  brothers  worked  together  for  some  years,  but 
afterwards  dissolved  partnership,  Walter  taking  the  shop  in 
Duke  Street  and  George  retaining  the  Broad  Street  shop, 
where  he  remained  until  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  when 
he  was  obliged  to  remove  to  12  Dixon  Lane.  Mr.  Owen  hael 
a  heavy  trade,  at  a  branch  shop  in  Mary  Street,  and  was  a 
manufacturer  of  grease.  Mr.  Owen  took  a  prominent  part  in 
Mason'c  matters  for  many  years,  and  was  highly  respected  in 
Sheffield. 

Robb. — At  32  Bank  Street,  Hillhead,  Glasgow,  on  March  9,. 
Mr.  James  Robb,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-nine. 
Mr.  Rob")  had  been  manager  in  the  Hillhead  branch  of 
Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green  (Limited)  for  over  thirty  years, 
having  previously  been  dispenser  in  the  Royal  Infirmary. 
His  retiring  and  gentle  disposition  made  him  have  many 
friends,  and  the  intimation  of  his  death  came  as  a  shock 
to  all  who  knew  him.  He  wr.s  President  of  the  Assistants' 
Association  for  several  years,  and  during  his  term  of  office 
the  work  down  by  the  Association  was  of  a  high  order.  His 
personality  was  very  marked,  and  his  utterances  were  always 
received  with  the  utmost  attention.  He  was  popular,  arul 
there  are  many  now  scattered  over  the  world  who  will  ever 
cherish  the  influence  exerciseel  over  them  by  Mr.  Robb- 
His  wife  predeceased  him  many  years  ago,  anel  his  loss  is 
now  mourned  by  two  daughters  and  one  son,  who  is  qualified 
and  now  in  South  Afr:ca.  His  funeral  on  Saturday  was 
attended  by  among  many  others  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland, 
managing  director  of  Frazer  &  Green. 

Sherlock  —At  Tarporley,  Cheshire,  on  February  27,  Mr. 
John  Sherlock,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-two. 

Thomas. — At  Mae-teg,  Mr.  Isaac  Jenkin  Thomas,  on 
March  9,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Thomas  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Llynfi  Lodge  of  Freemasons.  He  had 
been  in  business  at  Maesteg  for  ten  years. 

Wilson. — On  March  6,  at  Banbridge,  Ann  Elizabeth,  relict 
of  the  late  Samuel  Wilson,  Cavanaga'vin,  and  mother  of 
Samuel  Wilson,  J  P.,  Medical  Hall,  Longford. 
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association  Ballad 


The  Pukposr. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk  ; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  hut  treach'rous  work— 

These  he  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

XI. — CAMBRIDGE. 
In  that  attc:ent  seat  of  learning  built  beside  the  flowing  Cam, 
Where  the  undergrade  is  ruler  and  grave  Dons  with  patience  cram 
Barren,  unproductivy'intellects  with  antiquated  lore 
That  just  peels  the  rind  Of  knowledge  and  ne'er  reaches  to  the 

core- —  ' 
There  are  devotees  of  pharmacy  with  wisdom  to  the  full, 
Who  meet  in  social  converse  at  the  hostel  of  i:  The  Bull." 

They  have  Saville  Peck  as  President,  so  courteous  and  sincere, 
F  r  whom  so  many  candidates  hive  shed  a  thankful  tear  ; 
He  rules  his  local  brethren,  suave  and  tender  as  can  be, 
And  he  guides  with  skill  the  fortunes  of  each  annual  B.P.C. 
<  He  succeeds  exp  rienced  Campkin,  worthy  son  of  worthy  sire), 
But.  presumes  not  on  his  smartness,  which  we,  seeing,  all  admire. 

Then  there's  Secretary  Campkin  (of  our  Councillor  the  son), 
Who,  for  his  work  untiring,  high  encomiums  has  won  ; 
Ana  our  venerable  Alderman  and  pharmaceutist — D<;ck, 
Ever  ready,  still,  and  eager  to  attend  at  duty's  beck 
And  to  give  advice  on  problems  that  succumb  to  veterans  keen, 
Though  they  baffls   Spencer   Turner  or  the  perky  Reynolds 
Green, 

Now,  in  spite  of  their  environment,  it  boots  u?  to  relate 
Taat  our  friends,  the  Cambridge  chemists,  claim  no  monu  mental 
stat^ 

Of  an  ultra-super-excellence  in  scientific  style, 
For  they  keep  themselves  to  business,  and  occasionally  wile 
The  quickly  fleeting  moments,  after  lighting  up  their  lamps, 
With  a  hand-to  mouth  discussion  o*  the  joys  of  medicine-stamps. 

Then  the  ever-ready  Addison  scoops  twaddle  from  its  perch, 
And  each  one- is  indebted  to  <1ih  hospitable  Church  ; 
And  Cork,  and  Field,  and  Adams  say  that  much  has  been  their 
gain, 

And  the  same  ia  Said  by  Crampton,  Flanders,  Moss,  and  Percy 
Pain ; 

Leach,  and  Course,  and  White,  and  Palmer  speak  the  gratitude 
they  feel, 

And  Cooper,  Coulson,  Barker,  Bryant,  Belle — and  also  Beall. 

So  that  ancient  Sea1;  of  learning  built  beside  the  flowing  Cam 
13  a  pleasant  kind  of  pasture  for  the  pharmaceutic  lamb  ; 
For  the  Parson  and  the..  Yeom  ins  frown  upon  all  skittish  flights, 
And  conspire  with  Wright  and  Evans  to  make  good  and  faithful 
Knights. 

Let  us  hope  their  zeal  for  pharmacy  will  never,  never  cool, 
And  as  heretofore  they'll  gather  a;  the  hostel  of  "  The  Bull." 


Mew  JBoona, 


Allan,  J.  W,.  Memoranda  on  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  Use 
of  Scliool-tecchers.  4fjx3.  Pp.  23.  Sd.,  or  4s.  dozen.  (Wright 
&  Co.,  Bristol.)  [A  little  book  which  gives  in  the  very  briefest 
form  the  points  which  a  tea  -her  will  find  useful  in  detecting 
iufect  ous  diseases  in  school-chddren.] 

Brundage,  A.  H.  Manual  of  Toxicology.  3rd  el.  12mo. 
6s.  net.  (Bailliere.) 

Cook,  O.  F.    Culture  of  Central  American  Rubber-tree 
(Bureau  of  Plant-industry).    18  plates.    8vo.    Pp.85.    Sd.  5s. 
•  net.    (W.  Wesley.)    ■  ■  ' 

Green,  J.  R.  A  Manual  of  Botany.  Vol.1.  Morphology  and 
Anatomy.    3rd  ed.    Cr.  8vo.    7s.  6d,  Churchill.) 

Medical  Directory  for  190H.    Us.  (Churchill.) 

M ij  Lawyer :  Up-to-date  Legal  Adviser.  By  a  Barrister-at- 
Law.    17th  ed.    Cr.-8vo.    6s.    (E  Wilson.) 

Osmond,  F..  Microscopic  Analysis  of  Metals.  Ed.  by 
J.  E.  Stead.   Illui.   74x5*    Pp.  188.    7s.  6d.  (Griffin.) 

Snyder,  H.  Chemistry  of  Plant  and  Animal  Life.  New  ed. 
Cr.  8vo.   6s.  net.  (Macmilia».) 

-Stacpoole,  Florence.  Ailments  of  Women  and  Girls.  4J  x7J. 
Pp.  238.   2s.  (stiff  boards  ,  3s.  (cloth).    (J.  Wright  &  Co  ,  Bristol.) 


Scientific  progress. 


Coca-'eaves. — According  to  Hartwich  ("Arch,  der  Pharm  ," 
241.617--30)  there  are  three  varieties  of  coca-leaves,  derived 
respe  -tively  from  Erythroxylon  Coca  var.  Sprueeanum ,  Burck, 
E.  b  divianum  and  E.  Coca  var.  nova-granatense,  of  which  the 
last  d'">J«  not  come  into  commerce.  A  description  of  each  of  these 
leaves  is  given,  as  well  as  of  the  common  adulterants  of  the  drug. 
Estimations  of  the  alkaloidal  contents  of  cocas  from  various 
countries  have  also  been  made,  of  which  the  following  may  be 
quoted :  Truxillo  0'78  per  cent.,  Java  1'22  per  cent.,  Cusco 
091  per  cent.,  Huanta  0  859  per  cent.,  and  Ceylon  0-83  per  cent. 
The  rich  Java  variety  was  Sprueeanum.  The  author  is  of 
opinion  that  more  attention  should  be  devoted  to  coca- 
cuUivation. 

Green-tea  Cigarettes.— These  cigarettes  have  been  smoked 
lately  in  England,  according  to  Fritz  Netolitzky  ("  Zeits.  f  iir  Enters 
Nahr.  Genuss.  6,  982-985),  as  a  remedy  for  migraine.  This 
fcierapeutical  action  he  ascribes  to  the  large  proportion  of  caffeine 
contained  in  the  smoke,  which,  estimated  by  Mulder's  process,  is 
sometimes  as  much  as  1'6  per  cent,  on  the  weight  of  tea  smoked. 
The  author  has  analysed  a  number  of  samples  of  these  cigarettes, 
and  has  found  that  the  alkaloid-content  of  the  tea  employed  is 
usually  about  04  per  cent,  with  09-1  per  cent,  of  an  essential 
oil  of  which  about  02  per  cent,  occurs  in  the  smoke.  Traces  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  carbon  dioxide,  and  ammon'a  were  also 
detected  in  the  latter.  To  get  the  full  benefit  of  these  cigarettes 
it  is  recommended  that  they  should  be  smoked  slowly. 

Colour-reaction  of  Pilocarpine. — Barral  ("  Jour,  de 
Pharmacie  et  de  Chimie,"  1904,  188)  gives  the  following  as 
characteristic  colour-reactions  of  pilocarpine.  He  claims  that  the 
most  characteristic  is  Wangerin's  reaction,  which  depends  on  the 
fact  that  a  violet-coloured  body,  soluble  in  benzene,  is  obtained 
by  adding  to  a  i-olution  of  pilocarpine  a  few  drops  of  potassium- 
bichromate  solution,  and  then  a  few  drops  of  hydrogen-peroxide 
solution.  On  warming  a  solution  of  the  altaloid  with  persulphate 
of  sodium,  the  liquid  is  coloured  yellow,  and  a  characteristic  odnur 
is  developed.  The  vapour  given  off  blackens  nitrate  of  mercury 
and  turns  litmus  blue.  Formic  aldehyde  and  sulphuric  acid 
warmed  with  a  solution  of  pilocarpine  give  a  yellow  colour, 
changing  to  red,  and  finally  to  brown.  Mandelin's  reagent  gives 
a  golden-yellow  colour,  changing  to  green,  and  then  to  a  stable 
blue. 

Oil  of  Boldo.— Tardy  ("Jour,  de  Phar,"  1904,  13')  has 
examined  the  essential  oil  of  boldo-leaves,  which  has  hitherto 
not  been  examined,  except  in  a  cursory  manner  by  Hanauseek 
("  Jahresb.  f.  Pharm.,"  1877).  The  latter  stated  that  it  had  a 
sp  gr.  of  0'915,  rotatory  power  —1°  40',  and  boiled  between  175° 
and  250°.  Tardy  distilled  12  kilos,  of  dry  leaves,  and  obtained 
therefrom  200  grams  of  essential  oil.  This  did  not  agree  with  the 
oil  described  by  Hanauseek,  which  was  probably  adulterated.  It 
had  asp.  gr.  0876,  and  a  rotatory  power  —6°  30'.  It  was  found 
to  contain  a  trace  of  a  phenolic  body,  boiling  at  245°-250°,  and 
possessing  the  empirical  formula  C10H12O3.  It  appears  to  be 
eugenol,  but  further  examination  is  necessary  to  establish  this 
fact.  A  very  small  amount  of  an  aldehyde  was  separated,  having 
all  the  properties  of  cumic  aldehyde.  A  small  amount  of  acetic 
esters  wa3  also  separated.  Two  terpenes  (at  least)  a  e  present, 
of  which  one  is  pinene.  An  oxygenated  body,  C10HlfiO,  was 
isolated  by  fractional  distillation,  and  is  probably  terpilenol.  The 
higher-boiling  fractions  contain  a  hevorotatory  sesquiterpene. 

Sparteine. — Two  elaborate  papers  on  the  chemistry  of  the 
alkaloid  sparteine  appear  in  the  "  Bulletin  de  la  Soc.  Chim.  de 
Paris"  (1903,  1135  et  seq.),  by  Moureu  and  Valeur.  In  view  of 
several  contradictory  statements  which  have  been  published 
about  this  body,  they  have  made  a  very  full  investigation  to  settle 
the  disputed  points  once  for  all.  Pure  sparteine  has  the  follow- 
ing physical  characters: 

Sp.  gr   f7,,°  =1-0340 

  r?,/o  =  1-0196 

Rotatory  power      ...       [a],i  =  — 16°42' 

Boiling  point         ...       188°  at  18  5  mm. 
„  ...       325°  at  754  mm. 

Refractive  index  at  19°  15293. 
The  original  formula  of  Stenhouse,  C15Ho0No,  is  amply  confirmed. 
The  alkalnid  forms  both  neutral  and  acid  salts  and  is  a  very 
powerful  base  indeed.    The  following  are  the  compositions  of 
some  of  its  more  important  compounds  : 

Neutral  sulphate,  C, -,H2f,No.Ho S O  t  +  5H20. 

Chloroplatinate,  Cr.HoeN.  2HCl.PtCl4  +  2H.,0. 

Picrate,  C15H2GN2.2CcH3(bH3)N20. 
Numerous  experiments  have  proved  that  sparteine  is  a  bi-tertiary 
diamine,  and  that  the  methyl  group  is  not  attached  to  the 
nitrogen  a'om,    A  number  of  reduction  deri7atives  have  also  been 
prepared. 
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©bsenmttons  anfc  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Prime  Minister's  Reply 

to  Mr.  O'Malley's  suggestion  that 
the  OraDge  River  Ordinance  relating  to  companies  and  firms 
practising  pharmacy  might  be  adopted  here  may  mean  any- 
thing from  nothing  to  much.  Mr.  Balfour  had  his  mind 
pretty  full  of  other  matter  when  Mr.  O'Malley's  question 
came  before  him,  and  I  expect  a  smart  secretary  fathomed 
it  for  him.  Probably  he  stepped  across  pompous  little 
Downing  .Street,  saw  Mr.  Harrison  in  the  Privy  Council 
Office,  was  told  thai  they  had  the  matter  in  hand,  and  there- 
upon drafted  the  reply  that  "  the  subject  is  under  considera- 
tion in  connection  with  a  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  which  is  in  preparation."  At  the  same  time 
it  is  possible  that  the  reply  is  more  than  a  merely  conven- 
tional one.  For  my  part,  1  hope  the  Premier's  statement  is 
exactly  and  literally  true.  I  do  not  expect  ,that  the  Privy 
Council's  Bill  will  be  what  it  should  be,  but  the  sooner  we 
have  it  in  print  the  better. 

If  it  is  a  Bad  Bill 

they  cannot  pass  it  in  face  of  our  resistance, 
and  equally  it  may  be  we  cannot  pass  our  good  Bill  without 
their  aid.  Then  will  come  negotiations  and  correspondence 
which  could  easily  be  condensed  into  a  five-minutes'  talk  on 
the  telephone.  "  Good  morning,  Pharmaceutical  Society ; 
we  are  Privy  Council."  "Good  morning,  glad  to  see  you.'' 
"  What  are  your  bottom  terms  ?  "  "  Clause  7.  What  are 
yours?"  "Third  part  of  the  Poisons  Schedule."  I  know 
what  my  reply  would  be;  but  I  am  now  trying  to  write 
future  history,  not  personal  opinion,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
the  official  discussion  would  terminate. 

Mr.  Carteighe 

was  similarly  tantalising  at  Brighton.  "  It  was 
an  open  question,"  he  said,  "  whether  it  was  worth  going  to 
Parliament  at  all  if  Clause  7  were  deleted  from  our  Bill." 
A  crusade  on  an  open  question  is  not  an  inspiring  under- 
taking, but  apparently  Mr.  Carteighe  and  his  audience  left 
this  one  open.  "  The  business  part  of  the  meeting  was 
terminated,"  but  it  ought  not  to  have  been  till  that  open 
question  was  settled.  The  Brighton  crusaders,  I  am  afraid, 
were  too  eager  for  their  "  social  chat." 

The  P.A.T.A.  Books 

are  likely  to  be  the  best-thumbed  pieces 
of  printing  on  chemists'  desks  by  next  Christmas.  I  hope 
by  that  time,  too,  the  blank  pages  will  be  pretty  well  inked 
over.  To  have  secured  the  co-operation  of  148  manufacturers 
and  of  practically  the  whole  of  the  wholesale  distributors  in 
a  combination  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  flies  straight  in 
the  face  of  Adam  Smith,  is  no  small  achievement.  Those 
gentlemen,  no  doubt,  have  axes  of  their  own  to  grind,  but  a 
good  many  of  them  were  influenced  not  a  little  by  senti- 
ment. Indeed,  it  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  the  Associa- 
tion would  never  have  got  established  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  hearty  desire  of  some  successful  proprietors,  apart  from 
sordid  motives,  that  those  who  dealt  in  their  articles  should 
get  a  fairer  share  of  the  profits  on  them.  Certainly  there 
has  been 

None  too  much  of  this  Chivalry 

among  the  proprietors,  nor 
can  it  be  contended  that  retail  distributors  have  made  a 
distinctly  better  show  of  this  commodity.  Two  out  of  three 
of  them  have  accepted  the  benefits  without  contributing 
anything  at  all  to  the  costs  of  the  scheme.    Those  two 


thirds  are  past  preaching  at,  but  some  of  them  may  be 
attracted  by  the  P.A.T.A. 's  sporting  offer  which  appears  on 
page  68  of  the  "Year-book."  In  lieu  of  the  5s.  subscription, 
says  P.A.T.A.,  we  will  gladly  accept  one  week's  profits  on 
P.A.T.A.  articles.  Two  per  cent,  of  the  profits  resulting 
from  the  organisation  is  not  an  extravagant  proportion  to 
pay  towards  engineering  it. 

The  Buying  Clubs 

have,  apparently,  in  most  cases  taken  the 
protest  of  the  wholesale  section  of  the  P.A.T.A.  very 
appreciatively.  The  scheme  of  profit-protection  depends 
entirely  on  the  active  and  vigilant  assistance  of  the  whole- 
salers— the  task  of  copir  g  with  the  black-listl people  falls  on 
them  exclusively — and  they  not  unnaturally  complain  when 
they  see  spreading  all  over  the  country  a  system  c  x'cuiated 
to  deprive  them  of  such  reward  as  was  by  mutual  agreement 
set  apart  for  them.  Their  share  cannot  be  legally  insisted  on; 
it  is  simply  the  result  of  an  honourable  understanding.  But 
no  games  would  be  possible  unless  all  sides  could  be  trusted  to 
play  according  to  the  rules  ;  and  I  think  those  few  clubs  who 
object  to  be  dictated  to  in  such  a  matter  might  at  least 
abstain  from  parading  their  independence. 

Mr.  Pond's  Pharmaceutical  History 

is  not  to  be  implicitly 
trusted.  The  chemists  of  1802  to  1813  may  have  been  as 
clever  as  he  thinks  they  were,  but  they  certainly  did  not 
exhibit  their  smartness  by  their  dealings  with  the  apothe- 
caries. The  latter  body  had  no  desire  to  interfere  with 
them,  and  offered  to  make  this  quite  clear  in  their  Act  by  a 
clause  which  would  have  been  effective;  the  chemists, 
however,  insisted  on  altering  the  clause  in  such  a  way  that 
a  famous  judge  has  said  that  it  leaves  a  chemist  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  20/.  if  he  gives  a  draught  for  a  headache.  Mr. 
Pond  says  it  was  the  apothecaries  and  surgeons  of  those 
days  who  "  tried  hard  to  take  us  under  their  care,  enslave 
us,"  &c.  The  only  recorded  attempt  which  at  all  fits  that 
description  was  a  tentative  proposal  made  in  the  early  sixties 
by  the  General  Medical  Council  to  bring  pharmaceutical 
education,  examination,  and  practice  under  their  control. 
It  was  the  opposition  to  this  proposal  that  led  to  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1868. 

There  is  not  much  "  Ex" 

in  Mr.  "  Ex-Razor's"  truculent  flourish 
of  his  weapon.  "  Why  should  we  cringe  and  cower  before 
officialdom,  and  wait  with  bated  breath  on  what  Somerset 
House  says  or  thinks  } "  he  asks.  The  answer  is  that  there 
need  be  no  cringiDg  or  cowering  on  either  side.  The 
Somerset  House  officials  politely  intimate  to  us  that  in  their 
opinion  we  have  infringed  the  Act,  and  invite  our  reply.  We 
can  defy  them  if  we  like  and  take  our  chance  in  the  law- 
courts  ;  or  by  a  courteous  statement  of  our  ignorauce  and 
regret  (this  is  what  "  Ex-Razor  "  calls  cringing  and  cower- 
ing) we  may  get  off  for  half-a-sovereign.  Do  we  want  those 
"  letters  before  action "  dropped  ?  Because  this  would  be 
the  prudent  course  for  Somerset  House  to  take  if  the  com- 
promise penalties  thus  obtained  were  held  on  such  an> 
insecure  tenure  as  Messrs.  Cummings  suggested. 

Candles 

are  still  sold,  it  appears,  gas,  incandescent  mantles, 
petroleum,  and  the  electric  light  notwithstanding.  I  notice 
that  Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  made  a  profit  of 
92  821/.  in  1903,  which,  if  not  a  record,  was  at  least  above 
the  average.  True,  that  company  make  many  other  things 
as  well  as  candles,  but  these  are  understo  d  to  be  their 
leading  line  still.  Whether  the  home  trade  is  increasing  or 
not  I  cannot  tell,  but  the  export  figures  are  remarkable.  In 
1895  the  quantity  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  waa> 
Zl|  millions  of  pounds,  valued  at  357,000/,;  in  1903  it  was 
31  millions  of  pounds  in  weight,  and  the  value  was 
528  000/.  In  the  years  between  the  two  named  the  progress 
was  steady  and  unchecked. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CDt  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Clm., 

Ml  the  exclusive  nSanafacturen  of  tfa* 
well-known  Non^poisonoua 

•  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"  Soldis,"  "  Okol,"   •'  Creoeide,"   "  Oehlop," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Suiphugators."  "  Formle  Alp 
Puplfleps," 

"Fopmie  Fumlgatops,"  "Fopmle  Aldehyde" 
(40  pep  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powdep), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killep, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydpogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "Bow  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  lent 

free  on  application  to — 

THE (!  SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Beibnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


H  A.Y  WARD1  S 

"EUREKA"  WEED  KILLER. 

POWDER  AND  LIQUID. 

T/iis  is  the  Brand  slocked  bg  Chemists. 
Please  write  for  particulars  of  our  system  of 
Advertising.    Season  now  commencing. 

TOMLiNSON  &  HAY  WARD,  Ld.,  LINCOLN 


Cir, 


Se  3^U3ve:e*o.S££:o 

FARRINGDON    ROAD.    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  UNSEED 

18/  cV 

1  7  (_  cwt. 

1 8/  cwt.l 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  cwt 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  F'inest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 
Q/  *. 

u  1  cwt 

18/ eft. 

Eest  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

EPSOM    SAL  IS,  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 
Finest  Levigated" 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cft| 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lcwst.Our.j 
Prices  | 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/jwt. 
1/lb- 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10£| 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

t     j   ., I  "»"»d,ji   ouduioiiH  wiiiiiin  -^uu  raues  of 

London  or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 

of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  deli- 

vered  free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices. 


■ST  Vt  EMGLSk 

URNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SKLTZEB, 
LITHIA,   POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  fee. 


Supplied  In  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Uarrlage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  Ac.  on 
Applioation. 


M,  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNS, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


Wast  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  g,  gONS,  24  Soath  Andley  Street,  W 

And  o'  all  Chemists.  Wine  Merchants.  Hotels.  &o. 
f  -        in  yiinnia.niMiwcm^ 

JUST  PUBLISHED. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL  MANUAL. 

ior^Students  preparing  for  the  Dispenser's  Certificate. 
By  M.  THOMSON.    Price  2/-  net.  [2] 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  London,  E.C. 


EMtorial  Comments* 


Adequate  Disclosure. 

No  memorandum  is  perhaps  necessary  to  bring  the  fact 
home  to  all  registered  chemists  and  others  interested  in  the 
sale  of  dutiable  medicines  that  from  the  time  they  open 
their  shops  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  this  month  a 
considerable  number  of  medicines  hitherto  not  charged  with 
stamp-duty  will  become  dutiable.  An  avalanche  of  labels 
to  ba  marked  "  Liable,"  "  Not  liable,"  and  "Exempt  "  during 
the  past  fortnight  has  indicated  to  us  that  many  are  setting 
their  houses  in  order,  and  some  of  the  labels  which  purpose 
to  disclose  the  principal  ingredients  of  the  preparations 
without  reference  to  a  published  formula  induce  us  to  make 
some  remarks  on  a  probable  danger  to  the  whole  trade. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  their  first  lletter  (June  3, 
1903)  on  the  application  of  Exemption  3  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  required  the  composition  of  the  exempted  medicine 
to  be  fully  disclosed  on  the  label,  but  this  was  afterwards 
(August  14,  1903)  modified  so  as  to  give  exemption  "  if  the 
label  contains  an  adequate  indication  of  the  ingredients  of 
the  medicine."  As  examples  the  Board  mentioned  as 
"within  the  scope  of  the  exemption  medicines  described  by 
such  titles  as  '  quinine  and  iron  tonic '  or  '  compound  rhubarb 
pills,'  provided  the  titles  in  each  case  disclose  the  principal 
ingredients  of  the  preparation."  We  have  receiyed  a  con- 
siderable number  of  labels  of  this  character  embodying  a 
dutiable  recommendation,  but  have  felt  it  impassible  to  say 
whether  the  medicines  are  exempt  or  not,  while  in  other 
cases  we  have  thought  the  disclosure  inadequate.  The 
doubt  resolves  itself  into  a  question  as  to  whether  the  actual 
names  of  the  principal  ingredients  should  be  stated.  Taking 
the  Board's  example,  "  quinine  and  iron  tonic,"  as  an  illus- 
tration, the  title  per  se  is  not  dutiable,  but  the  Board 
have  anticipated  that  in  many  cases  the  tonic  will  bear 
or  be  accompanied  by  a  dutiable  recommendation,  so 
that  the  privilege  of  Exemption  3  will  be  claimed. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  Board  do  not  insist  that 
the  medicine  shall  contain  quinine  alkaloid  and  metallic 
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iron  as  such,  but  that  they  recognise  the  common  accep- 
tation of  the  title — viz.,  that  ths  therapeutic  properties  of 
the  medicine  are  due  to  quinine  and  iron  in  combination, 
which  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  chemist  enable  him  to 
effect.  One  object  of  the  exemption  is  to  give  preference 
to  this  skill  and  knowledge  and  (subject  to  no  claim  of 
occult  secret,  exclusive  right,  or  other  conditions  of  dura- 
bility specified  in  the  exemption)  the  title  "  quinine-and-iron 
tonic  "  is  an  adequate  disclosure  of  the  principal  ingredients 
■of  the  preparation.  But  as  soon  as  the  chemist  begins  to 
add  to  the  preparation  other  therapeutic  agents  (not  being 
■colouring  or  flavouring  agents,  such  as  chloroform  and 
orange,  or  a  solvent  material  such  as  a  dilute  mineral  acid) 
the  added  matter  becomes  a  principal  ingredient,  and 
should  either  be  disclosed  in  the  title  or  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  published  formula.  There  are  seventy-two 
formulas  for  this  preparation  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
Vol.  II.,  and  the  majority  of  them  contain  such  additional 
ingredients  as  nux  vomica,  quassia,  strychnine,  belladonna, 
potassium  bromide,  and  gelssmium.  In  these  cases  it  will 
suffice  to  continue  the  old  labels,  and,  if  the  preparation  is 
recommended  thereon  or  otherwise  for  ailments,  the  labels 
should  be  marked— 

Prepared  according 
to  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  No.—. 

The  same  principle  of  disclosing  the  name  of  the  thera- 
peutic agent,  and  not  necessarily  the  name  of  the  galenical 
preparation  of  the  agent,  applies  in  the  case  of  mixtures 
described  thus  : 

Cod=Iiver  Oil  Emulsion, 

Combined  with  HypophospMtes. 

Cold  and  Influenza  Mixture, 

Containing  Spirit  of  Nitre,  Yarrow  and  Vervain. 

Salicylic  and  Indian  Hemp  Corn=solvent. 

Balsamic  Cough-lozenges, 

Composed  of  Balsam  Tola,  Ipecacuanha,  and  Bath  Pipe-paste. 

Digestive  Quinine  and  Iron  Tonic. 

A  Valuable  Combination  of  Pepsin,  Quinine,  and  Iron. 

Indigestion=powder. 

Composed  of  Bismuth,  Magnesia,  and  Aromatic  Powder. 

In  all  these  cases  all  the  active  ingredients  are  named, 
and  the  disclosure  is  adequate.  No  friction  between  the 
administrative  authorities  and  retailers  is  at  all  likely  to 
follow  such  practices,  but  we  apprehend  some  in  another 
direction  and  illustrate  it  with  two  labels  : 

Cough=eIixir. 

A  valuable  and  tried  remedy,  composed  of  Squills,  Ipecacuanha, 
Liquorice,  Balsamio  Ingredients,  <$'c,  $c. 

Inquiry  leads  to  the  discDvery  that  the  elixir  is  made  from 
the  followii  g  formula  : 

Ext.  glycyrrhizrti  liq.   

Acet.  scillte  ouss. 

Tr.  camphorte  co.     ...       ...       ...  3xx. 

Vin.  ipecacuanha;   Sh83- 

Vin.  antimoniahs     ...       ...       ...  Si'ss. 

Liq.  morph.  acetat.  ...       ...       ...  ,7>iv. 

Liq.  morph.  hydrochlor.     ...       ...  5iv. 

Potaas.  nitratis   5i)j. 

Aq.  bullientis   jxx. 

M. 

Here  every  ingredient  is  an  active  ingredient,  except  the 
water.  The  case  illustrates  how  much  easier  it  is  to  refer 
to  the  published  formula  than  to  name  the  principa^ 


ingredients.  It  also  illustrates  imperfect  disclosure.  We 
finally  refer  to  deceptive  disclosure  : 

Gout  and  Rheumatic  Mixture, 

Containing  Magnesia,  Potash,  and  Colchictim. 

This  we  find  to  be  prepared  from  the  following  formula  : 

Magneaii  sulphatis   T,vj. 

Potassii  bicarbonatis    Jiij. 

Potassii  iodidi         ...       ...       ...  £iss. 

Tr.  colchici    ...       ...       ...       ...  ,*iias. 

Aq.  mentha;  piperita;  ad    ...       ...  Oiv. 

M. 

In  the  Board's  example  "  quinine  "  stands  for  the  citrate, 
hydrochloride,  hydrobromide,  and  sulphate  of  the  alkaloid ; 
and  "  iron  "  stands  for  numerous  salts  thereof.  Why  should 
not  "  magnesia "  stand  for  magnesium  sulphate,  and 
"  potash  "  for  potassium  bicarbonate  and  iodide  ?  If  advan- 
tage in  the  sinister  sense  is  to  be  taken  of  the  Board's 
example,  nothing  more  need  be  said,  but  we  know  that 
smooth  working  of  the  ruling  does  not  lie  in  that  direction. 
A  fairer  description  of  the  composition  of  the  gout  and  rheu- 
matic mixture  would  be  "  a  combination  of  potash  with 
iodine,  colchicum,  and  Epsom  salts,"  but  a  true  description 
would  be  to  name  each  of  the  ingredients  (except  the  water). 
Several  examples  of  a  similar  nature  submitted  to  us  indicate 
an  endeavour  to  conceal  the  nature  of  the  medicine,  which 
is  exactly  the  opposite  of  the  official  intention.  We  trust 
that  by  calling  attention  to  the  matter  thus  early  friction 
and  trouble  will  be  avoided  when  the  revenue  authorities 
begin  to  enforce  the  law  with  the  aid  of  the  Government 
laboratories. 


Bill  6. 

A  DAY  or  two  after  Parliament  reassembled  at  Westminster 
this  session  there  was  presented  by  Mr.  Bousfield  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  weigits  and  measures,  which 
became  somewhat  mysterious,  because  it  was  not  available 
as  a  printed  document.  Mr.  Bousfield  has  the  support  of 
Mr.  Parker  Smith  and  Sir  John  Brunner  in  this  venture  at 
the  amendment  of  existing  law.  The  Bill  is  divided  into 
four  parts,  the  first  three  dealing  with  administration  defects 
in  the  Weights  and  Measures  Acts.  The  sting  of  the  Bill  is 
in  Part  IV.,  which  consists  of  the  following  short  clauses  : 

(1)  On  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eight,  the  syatema  of  weighta  known  aa  troy  weight 
and  apothecaries'  weight  shall  be  replaced  by  the  metric  system 
of  weights,  and  all  commodities  heretofore  usually  bought  or  sold 
by  troy  weight  or  apothecaries'  weight  shall  henceforward  be 
bought  and  sold  by  the  metric  weights. 

(2)  The  Board  of  Trade  shall  make  rules  giving  effect  to  this 
portion  of  the  Act,  which  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  for  forty  days  before  they  come  into  force. 

The  question  that  naturally  arises  on  reading  such  clauses  is, 
Will  the  advantages  gained  be  sufficient  compensation  for 
the  inconvenience  caused  to  physicians  by  a  compulsory 
abolition  of  apothecaries'  weights?  As  chemists,  we 
are  accustomed  to  work  with  metric  weights  aid 
measures  when  performing  analytical  operations,  and 
are  quite  ready  to  acknowledge  the  convenience  of 
the  system.  What,  however,  has  now  to  be  considered 
is  whether  we  are  justified  in  forcing  our  preference  for 
the  smaller  denominations  of  the  metric  system  on 
physicians  who  are  accustomed  to  catenating  doses  in 
apothecaries'  weights.  It  may  further  be  asked  why  drugs 
and  gold  should  alone  be  selected  for  compulsory  adoption 
of  the  metric  system,  ani  why  measures  are  excluded 
from  the  compulsory  requirement.  The  survival  of  the  old 
apothecaries'  weights  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
ounce  and  drachm  are  so  readily  divided.    The  calculation 
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of  small  doses  from  an  ounce  of  480  gr.  is  a  much  more 
simple  operation  than  if  it  is  attempted  in  the  avoirdupois 
ounces  and  the  question  arises  whether  an  advantage  will 
accrue  by  substituting  the  metric  usage  for  apothecaries' 
weights.  At  present  a  small  proportion  of  the  prescriptions 
dispensed  in  this  country  are  written  in  metric  denomina- 
tions, and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  physician  from  doing 
that  if  he  wishes  it.  We  should  have  preferred  to  have 
indications  from  the  medical  profession  that  they  desire  a 
change  in  the  present  system.  Pharmacists  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  dispensing  prescriptions  in  which  metric  weights 
are  used,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  a  large  proportion 
of  doctors  are  aware  that  the  continental  usage  involves  the 
practical  abolition  of  the  measure,  unless  some  provision  is 
made  for  perpetuatiDg  an  approximate  drop,  such  as  we  at 
present  have  in  the  minim.  However,  Bill  6  is  scarcely 
within  the  range  of  practical  politics,  and  we  fancy  Mr. 
Bousfield's  object  is  to  educate  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the 
way  he  thinks  they  should  go.  Meanwhile  the  Weights  and 
Measures  (Metric  System)  Bill  is  pr  gressing  through  the 
Select  Committee,  which  consists  of  Lord  Belhaven,  Lord 
Kelvin,  Lord  Farrer,  Lord  Wolverton,  Lord  Colchester,  and 
Lord  Addington.  Witnesses  generally  are  agreed  that  the 
metric  system  would  not  cause  much  inconvenience  in 
ordinary  trading,  as  in  buying  and  selling  sugar  and  tea, 
beer  and  tobacco,  drugs  and  draperies  ;  but  when  the  larger 
interests  are  approached  the  difficulties  seem  almost  insur- 
mountable. For  example,  the  chief  of  the  Ordnance  Survey 
Department,  who  apppared  before  the  Committee,  is  a  strong 
opponent  of  the  system,  not  only  because  it  would  alter  all 
the  work  done  by  his  Department,  but  because  every  contract 
for  land  would  be  affected  by  it.  These  larger  interests 
receive  no  consideration  in  the  Bill.  Nor  do  British 
industries,  in  which  are  millions  of  pounds'  worth  of 
machinery  and  tools  constructed  on  the  Imperial  gauge. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Progress  may  be  reported — not,  perhaps,  in  the  parliamen- 
tary sense,  but  in  that  equally  important  aspect  which 
enables  chemists  to  educate  Parliament.  This  is  wanted, 
and  the  opponents  of  the  measure  are  playing  beautifully 
into  the  hands  of  its  promoters  by  showing  remarkable 
ignorance  of  the  purpose  of  the  Bill.  Sir  Mark  Stewart, 
Bart.,  member  for  the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  is  the 
latest  accession  to  the  little  teachers.  His  principal  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  is  that  it  will  raise  the  price  of  artificial 
manures.  We  hope  every  chemist  in  Sir  Mark's  constituency 
will  write  to  him  restoring  his  confidence  on  that  point. 
The  Bill  no  more  touches  the  sale  of  manures  than  it  does 
the  sale  of  gold  watches.  Chemists  in  the  stewartry  should 
clip  out  from  page  417  of  last  week's  0.  $•  D.  the  objects  of  the 
measure  as  stated  in  the  preamble.  Mr.  Cross,  of  Camlachie, 
the  manufacturer  of  arsenical  ant-killer  and  similar  tasty 
products,  has  also  delivered  himself  into  the  hands  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  by  the  careless  way  in  which  he  speaks 
of  it.  Mr.  Cross  indignantly  asks  what  protection  is  it  to 
the  public  to  have  qualified  directors  sitting  upstairs  and  un- 
qualified assistants  serving  the  public  downstairs  1  The 
cretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  might  writeja  reply  to 
Mr.  Cross,  telling  him  in  as  gentle  a  way  as  possible  that 
one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  ensure 
greater  protection  to  the  public  by  having  every  shop  where 
poisons  are  sold  registered,  and  a  registered  man  to 
manage  each  shop.  Mr.  Cross  already  knows  that  any  un- 
qualified assistant  who  sells  poison  infringes  the  law  as  it  at 
present  stands,  and  we  fancy  he  has  personal  experience 
of  the  matter.    Such  utterances  as  his  give  splendid  scope 


for  educating  M.P  s.  The  P.M.V.  and  D.S.K.  Association  is 
the  last  to  fall  into  Che  hole.  Flushed  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  success  at  Somerset  House,  the  Association  turns  to 
the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  pretends  to  see  in  it  an  attack  upon 
unqualified  drug-store  keepers.  It  is  really  nothing  of  the 
kind,  unless  in  so  far  as  such  persons  may  be  breaking  the 
law  as  it  stands  now,  owing  to  inefficient  means  for  detect- 
ing and  punishing  law-breakers.  The  Association  will  do 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  excellent  service  by  continuing  to  harp 
on  this  string,  for  there  is  no  parliamentary  work  so  effective 
as  that  which  demonstrates  how  the  law  can  be  strengthened 
so  as  to  give  fuller  effect  to  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature 


Public  Dispensing  by  Medical  Men. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  the  medical  dispensing  question  to 
which  it  would  bs  well  for  pharmacists  throughout  the 
country  to  pay  some  attention — viz.,  the  practice  whereby  a 
large  number  of  medical  men  holding  appointments  as 
medical  officers  for  Poor-law  districts  are  required  to  provide 
and  dispense  tneir  own  medicines.  This  practice  is  recog- 
nised as  bad  in  principle,  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  laid  it  down  that  wherever  possible  drugs  should  be 
contracted  for  by  the  Poor-law  authority,  and  not  suppl  ed 
by  the  merlical  officer.  In  scattered  country  districts,  where 
the  medical  officer's  district  extends  many  miles  from  any 
possible  distributive  centre,  as,  for  instance,  the  workhouse 
dispensary,  it  is  the  almost  invariable  practice  to  allow  the 
officer  to  dispense  his  own  medicines,  and  in  this  practice 
pharmacists  have  a  direct  and  serious  grievance.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  themselves  suggested  a  remedy.  In 
a  circular  which  they  issued  many  years  ago  with  reference 
to  the  supply  of  expensive  medicines,  th  y  suggested  that 
these  medicines  should  be  supplied  to  the  sick  poor  (1)  from 
a  store  at  the  workhouse  or  other  convenient  place  of 
deposit  in  the  Union,  from  which  they  could  be  dispensed 
on  the  prescription  of  the  medical  officer  ;  (2)  by  an  order  if 
the  medical  officer  on  a  chemist,  the  cost  of  the  medicines  so 
ordered  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Guardians  to  the  chemist ; 
or  (3)  by  the  medical  officers  themselves.  The  first  plan 
was  recommended  as  the  most  convenient  in  town  unions 
and  the  other  two  in  country  unions.  In  congested  areas 
lying  at  some  distance  from  the  workhouse  there  are  two 
courses  open — viz.,  the  establishment  of  branch  dispensaries, 
or  (as  the  Local  Government  Board  suggest)  aa  arrangement 
with  a  chemist  in  the  neighbourhood  to  dispense,  at  a  fixed 
rate  if  necessary,  on  the  prescription  of  the  medical  officer. 
Both  these  plans  are  in  operation  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  have  been  found  to  work  admirably.  In  unions 
where  these  conditions  exist  there  is  not  the  slightest  excuse 
for  allowing  the  medical  officers  to  do  their  own  dispensing, 
and  in  all  cases  where  arrangements  cannot  be  made  for  the 
medicines  to  be  supplied  by  the  Guardians  (from  head- 
quarters or  branch  dispsnsaries),  pharmacists  should  see 
that  the  alternative  arrangement  is  put  into  operation. 
Even  in  sparsely  populated  areas  there  are  compara- 
tively few  unions  where  the  pharmacist  is  not  almost  as 
accessible  as  the  medical  officer,  and  if  Guardians  are  not 
aware  of  the  powers  they  possess  in  this  respect,  it  should 
be  made  the  duty  of  local  chemists'  associations  to  draw 
their  attention  to  these  powers. 


The  value  of  all  kinds  of  chemicals  and  drugs  imported  into 
Mexico  daring  1902  was  652,594?.,  as  against  508,181?.  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  principal  articles  imported  under  this 
heading  iu  1902  were  colours  of  all  kinds,  prepared  and  in  powder 
or  crystals,  valued  at  92,926?.  ;  drugs  of  all  kinds,  including  patent 
medicines  and  pills,  valued  at  92,345?: ;  caustic  soda  and  potash, 
valued  at  52,720?.  All  kinds  of  perfumery  and  soaps  are  included 
in  the  total,  as  well  as  a  number  of  smaller  and  less  important 
articles, 
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High  Court. 

The  Tabloid  Case  Appeal. 

This  appeal  by  Thompson  &  Capper  has  not  yet  appeared 
on  the  list,  but  it  is  expected  daily. 


Medicine -stamp  Acts. 

Magic  Remedies. 

At  the  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court,  on  March  16,  the 
Century  Thermal  Bath-cabinet  (Limited)  were  summoned  at 
the  instance  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  for 
selling  patent  medicines  without  a  licence,  and  tor  selling 
unstamped  two  proprietary  articles  liable  to  stamp-duty. 
Mr.  A.  L.  Pointing,  managing  director  of  the  company,  ap- 
peared to  answer  the  summons  ;  and  Mr.  Simpson,  of  the 
Solicitors'  Department,  Somerset  House,  prosecuted. 

In  opening  the  case  Mr.  Simpson  said  the  defendant  com- 
pany was  a  limited  company,  but  it  was  practically  a  one- 
man  affair,  as  the  articles  of  association  showed  that  out  of 
the  total  of  507  shares  501  were  held  by  Arthur  Lewis 
Pointing,  six  other  persons  holding  one  share  each.  Mr. 
Pointing  is  managing  diiector  of  the  company,  chairman  of 
directors,  and  "  will  continue  in  office  until  he  resigns.''  The 
registered  offices  of  the  company  are  at  203-5  Regent  Street, 
W.,  but  there  is  a  branch  of  the  business,  known  as  the 
Magic  Foot-draft  Company,  at  2  Pugh's  Place,  Carnaby 
Street,  Golden  Square,  W.    This  latter  company  traced  in 
"magic  foot-drafts,"  a  kind  of  porous  plasters,  used  for 
applying  to  the  sole  of  the  feet,  and  guaranteed  to  cure 
rheumatism.    In  connection  with  the  -'drafts"  they  also 
sold  pills,  called  the  "  magic  regulators,"  which  were  like- 
wise claimed  to  be  good  lor  rheumatism.   The  fame  of  these 
"magic"  remedies  had  reached  the  ears   of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue,  and  it  was  found  that  the 
defendant  company  had  no  patent-medicine  licence,  neither 
were  the  articles  stamped.    Therefore,  acting  on  special  in- 
structions from  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  Jameson,  one  of 
their  officers,  called  at  Pugh's  Place  and  made  purchases  of 
the  "magic  foot-draft"  (for  which  he  paid  4s  6d.)  and  of 
"magic  regulators"  (for  which  5s.  was  paid).  Neither 
■were  stamped,  although  on  a  circular  in  the  same  envelope 
■with  the  "draft"  were  several  handbills,  one  stating  that 
the  company  were  the  "  sole  proprietors  and  only  manu- 
facturers of  the  magic  foot-draft,"  another  stated  that 
it  would  cure  rheumatism,  and  a  third  said  it  was  a 
"  patent."    The  company  also  claimed  to  be  "  sole  manu- 
facturers of  the  magic  regulators,"  and  said  the  "  regu- 
lators "  were  "specially  prepared  for  the  prevention,  relief, 
and  permanent  cure  of  all  diseased  conditions  of  the 
secretory  organs."    At  a  later  date  Mr.  Jameson,  accom- 
panied by  the  local  supervisor,  went  again  to  Pugh's  Pl-ce,  and 
were  told  by  the  manager  at  that  place  that  the  business  was 
owned  by  the  Century  Thermal   Bath-cabinet  (Limited). 
They  then  proceeded  to  Regent  Street,  where  they  saw  Mr. 
Pointing,  who  admitted  that  the  business  at  Pugh's  Place 
was  carried  on  by  the  Bath-cabinet  Company.    Asked  by 
the  Revenue  officers  why  the  articles  sold  were  not  stamped, 
Mr.  Pointing  explained  that  it  was  a  most  unusual  oc- 
currence to  make  a  sale  in  the  way  it  had  been  effected 
.in  the  case  of  Mr.  Jameson.     Almost  the  whole  of  the 
business  in  the   "  magic "  remedies  was   done  by  post. 
Free  samples  were  sent  to  anyone  applying  for  them, 
and  if  the  person  was  satisfied  on  using  the  remedies  that 
they  were  good  for  rheumatism  the  4s.  6:1.  was  sent  on.  but  if 
the  purchaser  was  not  satisfied  no  payment  was  made.  In 
such  circumstances  Mr.  Pointing  considered  that  the  articles 
were  not  liable  to  stamp-duty,  nor  was  a  licence  required,  as 
in  a  great  many  cases  it  was  doubtful  whether  an  actual 
sale  did  take  place.    Mr.  Simpson  concluded  by  reading  the 
section  of  the  Act  of  George  IV.,  under  which  the  proceed- 
ings were  taken,  which  elicited  from  Mr.  Plowden  (the 
Magistrate)  the  following  succinct  comment : 
"  Yes  ;  its  a  wide  net." 

In  answer  to  the  Magistrate,  Mr.  Pointing  pleaded  guilty, 
saying  that  he  was  quite  in  ignorance  of  the  necessity  for 
stampk  g  the  articles. 


Formal  evidence  of  the  purchase  was  then  given  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Jameson,  s-amples  of  the  "  magic  foot-draft"  being 
handed  up  to  Mr.  Plowden,  who  asked : 

How  is  it  applied  .' 

To  the  sole  of  the  foot. 

Oh !  (replied  the  witty  Magistrate)  a  medicine  for  the 
sole.  (Laughter.) 

In  the  course  of  his  evidence  Mr.  Jameson  said  Mr. 
Pointing  told  the  supervisor  and  himself,  at  the  interview 
they  had  with  him,  that  he  was  spending  400/.  a  n  onth  in 
advertising  these  products,  and  was  receiving  480Z.  in 
return 

Mr.  Plowden  (to  defendant)  :  Is  this  an  American  enter- 
prise 1 — Y*s. 

How  long  has  it  been  working  in  this  country  ? — About 
three  or  four  months. 

Has  everyone  in  the  United  States  been  cured,  and  you 
have  come  to  conquer  this  country  ?  (Laughter.) 

Continuing,  the  Magistrate  said  he  did  not  doubt  but 
that  defendant  had  acted  in  ignorance  of  the  medicine- 
stamp  requirements,  and  imposed  the  nominal  fine  of  10s. 
and  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Judge  Smyly  ox  "  Covering." 

At  the  Shoreditch  County  Court,  before  Judge  Smyly,  K.C., 
Messrs.  Marion  James  &:  K>r  (Limited).  Hackney  Wick,  sued 
the  Globe  Drug-stores,  92  High  Road,  Lee,  S  E ,  for 
5/.  15s.  8d.  for  goods  sold  and  delivered.  Mr.  T.  H.  Aldous, 
for  the  plaintiffs,  said  that  he  did  not  know  what  the 
defence  was,  but  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  Bradley, 
whereupon  that  gentleman  stepped  into  the  defendant's  box, 
and  the  following  conversation  ensued  : 

His  Honour:  But  who  are  you  in  regard  to  the  Globe  Drug- 
stores ? — Mr.  Bradley  :  I  was  the  manager,  but  the  company  was 
closed  last  year. 

His  Honour:  Yes;  but  we  are  dealing  with  drugs  here,  and  I 
want  to  know  who  were  the  persons  trading  as  the  Globe  Drug- 
stores ? — Mr.  Bradley  :  Well,  I  will  take  the  responsibility. 

His  Honour :  But  were  you  a  one-man  company '? — Mr. 
Bradley  :  Well,  hardly  that,  for  as  regards  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  drugs  a  Mr.  Simmons  had  charge,  as  it  is  necessary  for  a  fully 
qualified  man  to  do  that. 

His  Honour  (sarcastically) :  Now  I  see.  It  is  Mr.  Bradley 
trading  as  the  Globe  Drug-stores,  with  a  Mr.  Simmons  covering— 
I  think  that  is  the  term  Used  for  the  curious  system  It  is 
astonishing  to  me  that  such  a  system  of  trading  can  be  considered 
legal.  I  shall  amend  the  summons  to  "  Hugh  Bradley,  trading 
as  the  Globi  Drugstores."  What  is  your  defence  to  the 
claim  ? — Mr.  Bradley  :  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  plaintiff  firm 
whatever  except  that  they  sent  me  certain  goods,  which  I  returned, 
being  unordered. 

Mr.  Aldous  :  That  is  so ;  the  goods  were  returned,  but  we  hold 
them  at  the  defendant's  risk. 

The  defendant  proceeded  to  explain  that  he  had  had 
certain  ready-money  transactions  with  a  Mr.  Southern,  who, 
it  transpired,  had  been  in  plaintiffs'  employment,  and  is  now 
in  prison.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  the  case  for 
a  fortnight  to  get  Southern's  attendance.  Before  adjourning 
his  Honour  said  : 

When  a  "  company  "  is  only  covered  by  a  qualified  man,  is  an 
order  signed  by  the  "  company  "  for  drugs  legal,  in  accordance 
with  the  law,  for  the  company  is  not  qualified  and  the  man 
covering  is  not  a  legal  partner  ?  What  I  mean  is,  if  you  sued  for 
drugs  or  poisons  you  must  sue  the  qualified  man;  you  could  not 
sue  the  unqualified  man,  for  the  sale  to  such  a  person  would  be 
illegal.  What  little  I  know,  I  take  it  that  would  be  practically 
the  position. 

Mr.  Aldous  :  I  am  scarcely  prepared  to  argue  such  a  point,  but 
do  not  believe  it  will  arise  here  ;  hut  should  I  find  it  does,  I  will 
apply  to  have  Mr.  Simmons  joined  as  a  defendant. 

His  Honour  :  Who  is  Mr.  Simmons  '? 

Mr.  Bradley  :  He  is  connected  with  a  very  well-known  drug- 
house,  whose  name  at  present  I  would  rather  not  mention. 

His  Honour  :  It  certainly  suggests  itself  to  me  as  a  dangerous 
practice,  this  covering. 

A  Traveller's  Claim. 
At  Manchester  County  Court  on  March  11,  David  Harris, 
a  commercial  traveller,  brought  an  action  to  recover  43/. 
commission  and   damages  for  wrongful  dismissal  from 
Me-srs.   Hartmann,  Hohman  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists 
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Srrangeways.  After  hearing  evidence  Ju^ge  Parry  gave  judg- 
ment "  for  tbe  plaintiff  for  18?.  6s.  Hd.,  costs  reserved  and  exe- 
cution sttyed.  the  defendants  to  have  all  the  costs  of  the  issue 
of  wrongful  dismissal;  the  counterclaim  (for  291.)  adjourned 
and  referred  to  the  Registrar  to  take  an  account,  costs 
reserved  ;  the  Registrar  not  to  take  the  account  until  the 
defendants' costs,  less  18/.  6;.  4^  ,  have  been  taxed  and  paid." 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Vinegar. 

At  Southampton  on  March  10,  William  Dunford,  Mount 
Pleasant  Road,  was  fined  2s.  6d.  for  selling  as  malt  vinegar 
an  ariicle  which  contained  83  parts  of  distilled  vinegar  and 
17  parts  of  added  water.  Other  traders  were  similarly  dealt 
with,  the  cases  being  taken  "more  as  a  warning  than  for 
punishment." 

Mace. 

At  Wolverhampton  on  March  11,  before  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  (Mr.  N.  C.  A.  Neville),  Wm.  Henry  Robins,  of 
the  Star  Tea  Company,  58  Dudley  Street,  Wolverhampton, 
■was  charged  with  having  sold  2  oz.  of  ground  mace  which 
was  certified  by  the  public  analyst  to  contain  25  per  cent;, 
of  foreign  ingredient— namely,  Bombay  mace— called 
"wild"  or  "false"  mace.  Mr.  Jones,  the  analyst,  said  in 
evidence  that  Bombay  mace  was  worthless  as  a  spice,  and 
was  a  well-known  adulterant  of  genuine  mace.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Beck  (Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby),  who  defended,  submitted  that 
there  was  no  offence,  as  upon  the  analyst's  certificate  it  was 
stated  that  the  mace  was  ground  mace.  Apart  from  that, 
however,  he  could  show  the  Star  Tea  Company  bought  the 
mace  under  a  warranty  from  a'  large  and  well-known  firm  of 
grinders,  who  guaranteed  all  goods  supplied  by  them  to  be 
made  up  in  accordance  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
■when  not  so  made  up  they  were  guaranteed  pure.  Evidence 
to  this  effect  having  been  given,  the  Stipendiary  held  that  the 
case  for  the  warranty  had  been  made  out  and  the  summons 
was  dismissed. 

Arsenic  in  Cream  of  Tartar. 
At  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  on  March  5,   Henry  Bullen  and 
Ebenezer  Bullen,  grocers,  Ashby,  were  summoned* for  selling 
cream  of  tartar  which,  according  to  the  certificate  of  the 
county  analyst,  contained  Jd  gr.  of  arsenic  per  lb.    It  was 
not  suggested  that  Messrs.  Bullen  introduced  the  arsenic. 
They  probably  did  not  know  it  was  present,  but  defendants 
had  omitted  to  protect  themselves  as  they  ought  to  have 
done  in  connection  with  the  purchase.    Henry  Bullen,  one  of 
the  defendants,  said  the  article  in  question  was  purchased 
from  Messrs  W.  &  D.  Harvest,  of  London,  and  it  was  sold 
in  the  same  condition  as  received.    They  had  dealt  with 
the  firm  for  twenty  or  thirty  years.    They  had  authorised 
witness  to  state  that  they  had  a  warranty  from  them,  bur,  the 
letter  from  the  firm  had  arrived  too  late  to  enable  them  to  give 
notice  of  it  as  a  defence.    The  Chairman  said  the  defendants 
■would  have  to  pay  a  fine  of  21.  2s.,  and  11.  3s.  6d.  costs. 
Whilst  the  Bench  considered  that  the  defendants  had  acted 
-unwittingly  in  the  matter,  the  public  must  be  protected,  and 
the  right  course  must  be  taken. 

In  connection  with  this  case  Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby, 
writing  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Harvest,  state  that  the  cream  of 
tartar  supplied  to  Messrs.  Bullen  was  bought  by  them  under 
a  warranty  of  purity  and  re-sold  in  the  same  condition,  and 
that  while  they  rt  cognise  their  responsibility  to  Messrs. 
Bullen,  they  are  taking  steps  to  make  their  vendors 
responsible  to  them.  It  appears  that  the  presence  of 
arsenic,  which  is  undoubtedly  due  to  some  defect  in  the 
manufacturing  process,  was  quite  unknown  to  the  trade  and 
to  everyone  concerned  until  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and 
Messrs.  Harvest  are  making  every  effort  to  trace  and  remove 
the  cause.  In  these  circumstances  they  ask  readers  not  to 
blame  them  for  what  they  arc  no  more  personally  responsible 
for  than  Messrs.  Bullen  are. 


was  reported  by  Mr.  Cassal,  the  analyst,  to  contain  77  46 
of  oil  not  having  the  characters  of  olive  oil,  and  22-54  of 
camphor.  Mr.  P.  Caudwell  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Kirby 
(of  Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby),  representing  the  Chemists'' 
Defence  Association,  defended. 

Mr.  Caudwell  briefly  explained  the  case. 
Mr.  Kirby  objected  to  the  summons  as  irrelevant.  It  did 
not  say  what  defendant  was  charged  with.  The  summons 
said  that  he  sold  as  camphorated  oil  an  article  which  con- 
tained something  not  havirg  the  "characters  of  olive  oil," 
but  it  did  not  say  that  it  was  not  olive  oil.  What  the  absent 
characters  were  the  certificate  did  not  say. 

Mr.  Caudwell  submitted  that  camphorated  oil  must  come  up 
to  the  B.P.  standard,  which  provides  that  it  must  contain 
certain  minimum  percentages  of  camphor  and  olive  oil. 

The  Stipendiary :  Why  does  not  the  certificate  say  that 
the  sample  did  not  contain  olive  oil  ? 

Mr.  Caudwell :  The  analyst  is  only  entitled  to  show  that 
it  did  not  contain  the  characters  of  olive  oil. 

The  Stipendiary  :  The  defendant  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  any  ambiguity. 

Mr.  Kirby  stated  that  for  the  defence  three  analysts  had 
been  trying  to  find  out  what  was  wrong  with  the  oil,  and 
the  only  result  which  had  been  come  to  was  that  the  certifi- 
cate was  a  ridiculous  one. 

The  Stipendiary  suggested  the  withdrawal  of  the  summons 
on  the  ground  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  any  doubt  which  arose  in  consequence  of  the  ambiguity  of 
the  analyst's  cer'ificate. 

Mr.  Caudwell  agreed  to  withdraw  the  summons. 
Mr.  Kirby  said  he  must  ask  for  costs.    Under  a  certificate 
like  the  one  submitted  a  prosecution  had  no  weight. 

The  Stipendiary  replied  that  as  the  summons  had  been 
withdrawn  he  could  not  comply  with  Mr.  Kirby 's  request. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  failures. 


Camphorated  Oil. 
At  the  South- Western  Police  Court  on  March  16,  before  Mr. 
*ranc;s,  the  Stipendiary,  Samuel  V.  Brook,  chemist  and 
druggist,  35  Grayshott  Road,   Battersea,  was  summoned 
under  Section  6  (1875)  for  selling  camphorated  oil  which 


lie  James  Semms,  Banbridge,  Grocer  and  Druggist. — The 
liabilities  amount  to  1,200?.  17s  4c?.,  and  the  estimated  net  assets 
to  791?.  16s.  lQd.  At  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  held  on 
March  8,  at  Belfort,  the  debtor  made  an  offer  of  12s  6r?.  in  the 
pound,  at  four,  eight,  and  twelve  months,  which  was  unanimously 
accepted. 

Re  Edward  Ernest  Bruxsden,  14  Body  Road,  Reading, 
Chemist's  Asristant. — At  Rsading,  on  March  10,  an  application 
was  made  by  the  debtor  for  discharge.  Mr.  Cecil  Mercer, 
Official  Receiver,  reported  that  the  receiviDg-order  was  made  on 
March  14,  1903,  upon  tbe  debtor's  own  petition.  He  attributed 
his  insolvency  to  his  wife's  petition  for  judicial  separation  and 
pressure  for  the  costs  incurred  thereby.  The  Official  Receiver 
further  reported  that  no  dividend  had  or  would  be  paid,  the  estate 
having  realised  only  1?.  The  principal  statutory  offence  relied  on 
was  the  fact  that  the  debtor's  assets  were  not  equal  to  10s. 
in  the  pound  upon  the  amount  of  debts  provable  in  the  bank- 
ruptcy. The  debtor's  conduct  throughout  the  proceedings  was 
satisfactory.  After  some  discussion  Judge  Russell  said  it  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  most  impertinent  application,  and  he  refused  the 
order  of  discharge  absolutely. 

Be  James  Dorkin  Harmer,  17  and  75  St.  Leonard's  Road, 
Windsor,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  receiving-order  was  made 
on  the  debtor's  own  petition  on  February  24,  and  he  has  now 
filed  accounts  showing  liabilities  amounting  to  416?.  4s.  Id.,  of 
which  307?.  8s.  4fZ.  is  expected  to  rank,  and  net  assets  amounting 
to  153?.  5s.  lr?.    According  to  the  Official  Receiver's  observations, 
the  debtor,  who  has  been  adjudged  bankrupt,  states  that  he  com- 
menced business  at  75  St.  Leonard's  Road,  Windsor,  in  or  about 
the  year  882,  when  he  was  possessed  of  stock,  fixtures,  &c,  to 
the  value  of  about  300?.    About  twenty- six  years  ago  debtor  was 
appointed  sub  postmaster  of  Windsor,  and  had  held  this  appoint- 
ment up  to  the  date  of  the  receiving-order.    The  Official  Receiver 
states  that  his  valuers,  who  have  attended  at  the  debtor's  pre- 
mises, have  advised  him  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  premises 
should  be  closed ;  and  he  has  accordingly  given  instructions  for 
this  to  be  done,  and  a  sale  of  the  loose  effects  will  be  held  in  due 
course.    The  debtor's  wife  and  mother-in-law  claim  furniture  to 
the  value  of  75?.    The  causes  of  insolvency  are  stated  to  be  "  the 
expiration  of  the  lease  of  my  premises  and  the  refusal  of  the 
licensing  justices  to  transfer  the  licence  to  other  premises."  The 
debtor  has  not  given  a  proper  account  of  his  deficieacy,  but  has 
been  required  to  do  so    He  states  he  has  kept  debit  and  credit 
lertgers,  day-book,  takings-book,  and  private  and  household  ex- 
penses book.    No  cash-book  has  been  kept.    He  etates  that  he 
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made  out  a  ba'ance -fcheefc  two  years  ago,  which  showed  a  surplus, 
but  cannot  fay  where  the  ba'ance-sheet  is  at  the  present  time. 
The  following  are  creditors  : 

Barron,  H.irveys  &  Co.,  London  

Bowen  &  McKechnie,  London 

Chaplin,  W.  EL,  &  Co.,  London  

Kinahan  &  Co.,  London   

Liberty  &  Co  ,  London 

Purser?,  E.  &  A.,  Windsor  

Royal  Insurance  Compmy,  London 

Short,  H  ,  Wiudsor  

Fully-secured  Creditors. 
North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance 
Company,  London 

Preferential  Creditors. 

Bent  

Bates,  &c  

Be  Philtp  Stoneiiam  Canning,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedford, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — Accounts  have  been  filed  in  this  failure 
showing  gross  liabilities  3,5917.  0s.  5(7.  and  net  assets  190/.  16s.  11(7. 
The  receiving  order  was  made  upon  the  debtor's  own  petition  on 
Fdbruary  23.  Ddbtor  began  business  on  his  own  account  about 
six  and  a  half  years  ago.  He  had  previously  been  an  assistant  for 
many  years  to  Mr.  Richmond,  who  had  carried  on  the  same  busi- 
ness Mr.  Richmond  retired,  and  the  debtor  purchased  from 
lum,  at  valuation,  the  stock,  fixtures,  and  goodwill  for  1,0757.  He 
borrowed  this  amount,  together  with  a  further  4007.,  from  a  Mr. 
F.  Hill,  his  brother-in  law,  at  4|  per  cent.,  so  that  practically  he 
commenced  business  with  a  borrowed  capital  of  1,4757.  Mr.  Hill 
died  in  1901,  and  left  the  debtor  his  executor  and  the  whole  of 
his  estate,  which  consisted  of  the  above  1,4757.,  and  it  is  in  respect 
of  this  estate  that  a  duty  of  1277.  19,s.  3(7.  is  scheduled  as  a  debt 
payable  in  full.  The  books  of  account  kept  are  debit  and  credit 
ledgers,  cash-book,  and  day-book.  According  to  the  statement  of 
accounts  filed,  there  are  twenty  creditors  whose  debts  exceed  107., 
and  out  of  the  total  unsecured  liabilities  3627.  is  for  money 
borrowed  and  1507.  bank  overdraft,  the  balance  being  ordinary 
trade  debts.  The  creditors  fully  secured  hold  as  security  a  first 
charge  on  freehold  property  in  South  Street,  Leighton  Buzzard, 
and  a  charge  on  a  policy  for  2007.  on  the  debtor's  life.  The 
partly  secured  creditors  hold  first  and  second  charges  on  the  free- 
hold property  in  High  Street,  Leighton  Buzzard,  and  a  second 
charge  on  the  South  Street  property.  The  debtor  states  that  he 
has  never  considered  himself  insolvent,  and  that  his  accounts 
showed  an  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  twelve  months  ago  of 
2967.  18s.  1(7.  The  causes  of  insolvency,  as  stated  by  the  debtor, 
are  "  bad  trade  and  depreciation  in  freehold  property,"  The 
following  are  creditors : 

£    s.  d. 

Atkinson,  S.,  Paignton   200    0  0 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London         ...       30    0  0 

Browning,  J.  <fc  H.,  London    14    5  0 

Canning,  Percy,  Leighton  Buzziirl  ...  80  0  0 
Gibbs,  D.  &  W.  iLimited),  London  ...  10  1  0 
Hodgk  inson,  Clark  &  Ward,  London  ...  31  0  0 
Jackson,  Henry,  Leighton  Buzzard     ...       13    5  11 

Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  London    16    0  0 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited), 

Birmingham    21  10  0 

Stedman  &  Durran,  Leighton  Buzzard  30  6  8 
Taylor,  T.  &  F.  J.,  Newport  Pagnell  ...  69  0  0 
Yirrell,  Chas.,  Leighton  Buz/.ari  ...  63  14  8 
Bankers  (hold  collateral  security)...  150  0  0 
Fully  secured,  Creditors    550    6  11 

Partly  secured  Creditors    1,727    3  6 

(Estimated  value  of  security  1,6637. 4s  2(7..) 

Preferential  Creditors. 
Balance  of  duty  payable  on  residue  of 

estate  of  the  late  F.  Hills    127  19  3 

Rates,  taxes,  &c   33  16  0 


The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 
Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Adams,  T.,  and  Curtis,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Adams  & 
Curtis,  Warrington,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Greenwood,  S.,  and  Ormond,  J.  H.,  under  the  style  of 
Greenwood  &  Ormond,  Aston  juxta  Birmingham,  physicians 
and  surgeons. 

Receiving  Order. 
Blake,  Arthur  John,  Bournemouth,  veterinary  surgeon. 


Grafce  Iflotes, 


Messrs.  Jule3  Lang  &  Son  are  show-bottle  manufac- 
turers.   We  said  "  showcase  "  last  week. 

The  Grocers'  Federation  has  issued  to  its  members  a 
card  bearing  the  names  of  medicines  which  grocers  may 
sell  without  infringing  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  and  the 
Pharmacy  Acts. 

Easter  ^Holidays. — Messrs.  T.  Tyrer  &  Co.,  Stratford, 
will  close  their  offices  and  warehouses  from  Thursday, 
evening,  March  31,  to  Monday  morning,  April  4.  We 
shall  gladly  intimate  next  week  any  other  special  Easter 
closings. 

The  London  Essence  Company,  George  Street,  Camber- 
well  Green,  S.E.,send  us  their  recently  published  half-yearly 
report.  It  contains  amongst  other  useful  data  as  to  essential 
oils  an  abstract  of  the  investigation  carried  on  in  the 
company's  laboratories  on  the  determination  of  ketones  and 
aldehydes  in  essential  oils.  A  copy  of  the  report  will  be 
sent  to  any  of  our  subscribers  on  request. 

The  P.A.T.A.  List  this  week  secures  the  notable  additions 
of  Mrs.  Winslow's  soothing-syrup  and  Brown's  bronchial 
troches,  which  after  March  21  have  their  retail  prices  fixed 
at  Is.  The  Anglo-American  Drug  Company  (33  Farringdon 
Road,  E  C.)  tell  us  that  in  taking  this  step  they  are  complying 
with  the  numerous  requests  from  chemists  all  over  the  country 
that  these  goods  should  be  placed  on  the  P.A.T.A  list,  and! 
so  yield  the  retailer  a  reasonable  profit.  Particulars  of  the 
readjusted  prices  are  given  in  our  advertisement-columns. 


Business  Gbanoes* 


Brautman's  Drug-stores  have  recently  been  opened  at 
253  Commercial  Road,  E. 

Messrs.  Benson  &  Co  ,  chemists,  have  carried  out  exten- 
sive alterations  at  their  premises  157a  Great  Portland 
Street,  W. 

Mr.  J.  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist,  Carlisle  Street, 
The  Moors,  Cardiff,  is  opening  a  branch  business  at  Splott 
Road,  Cardiff. 

Mr.  Stearn,  of  Colchester,  has  bought  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Simpson  &  Son,  chemists,  at  Stowmarket,  and  will 
carry  it  on  under  the  same  style. 

The  Terrol  Company  (Limited)  have  removed  their 
rf  gistered  offices  to  Queen  Street  Chambers,  90  and  91  Queen 
Street,  Cheapside,  E.G. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Rackham,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  New 
Eltham,  has  bought  the  branch  business  of  Messrs.  Tovey  fc 
Underwood  at  Northam. 

Mr  W.  T.  Hornby,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  sold 
(through  Mr.  F.  J.  Brett,  of  Leicester)  his  drug  and  wine 
and  spirit  business  at  63  Ormonde  Street,  Jarrow. 

Mr.  Henry  D.  Kelp,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
purchased  the  West  Norwood  Pharmacy,  409  Norwood 
Road,  S.E.,  formerly  belonging  to  the  late  Mr.  G.  R.  Haward. 

Mr.  Wilfred  Rutter,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  carried  on  for  the  past  eleven  years  by 
Mr.  J.  Hall  Forster,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  174  and 
176  Shield  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Mr.  J.  Hall  Forster 
intends  to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  wholesale 
druggists'  sundries  business  which  he  purchased  two  years 
a„o. 

A  Correspondent  to  a  Sheffield  paper  states  that  the 
late  Mr.  George  Gissing,  the  novelist,  was  the  son  of  a 
Wakefield  chemist  of  considerable  scientific  and  literary 
ability.  Gissing  pare  was  very  popular  in  Wakefield  and 
neighbourhood.  He  was  the  author  of  a  "Flora  of  Wake- 
field," and  died,  like  his  gifted  son,  in  early  middle  life,  from 
a  pulmonary  affection. 


468 


THE  CHEM  1ST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  19,  1904 


Wew  Companies  &  Companp  IRewa 


Allen  &  Hanburys  (Australasia)  (Limited).  —  Capital 
20,000/.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  (except  as  to  locality)  and  all  other 
particulars  are  the  same  as  in  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Africa) 
(Limited),  given  in  0.  £  £>.,  March  12,  page  433.  (Corrected 
note.) 

Lockwood,  August  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  30,030/.,  in  1/. 
shares  (10,000  6  per  cent,  cumulative  preference).  Objects:  To 
acquire  the  business  now  carried  on  by  Alfred  Andrew  Lockwood, 
W.  P.  F.  August,  and  Alfred  Arthur  Lockwood,  at  the  Millwall 
Soap-works,  Poplar,  as  Lockwood,  August  &  Co.,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  soap  manufacturers,  pharmaceutical,  manufac- 
turing, and  general  chemists  and  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and 
colour  men,  &c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  subscribers  are  to 
appoint  the  first  directors.  Remuneration  of  directors  not 
receiving  special  salaries,  50/.  each  per  annum  (75/.  for  the  chair- 
man) and  5  per  cent,  of  the  surplus  net  profits,  divisible.  Regis- 
tered office,  9j  Union  Court,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C. 

Jerez  Essential  Oil  Distilling  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  4,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business 
of  distillers  of  essential  oils  recently  commenced  at  Jerez,  Spain, 
on  the  terms  of  an  agreement  with  Wilson  &  Valdespino 
(Limited)  and  A.  Pears.  The  first  subscribers  are:  A.  Pears, 
J.P.,  The  Wakes,  Selborne,  Hants ;  J.  W.  Wilson,  J  P.,  The 
Paragon,  Blackheath;  D  Wilson, 33  Lambton  Road,  Raynes  Park, 
Surrey,  wine-merchant;  P.  Bell,  Glen  Avis,  Pelham  Road,  Becken- 
ham,  clerk ;  H.  J.  Wilson,  3  The  Paragon,  Blackheath,  clerk ; 
W.  G.  Luxford,  13  Canonbury  Grove,  N.,  clerk;  aud  J.  Naylor, 
The  Chestnuts,  Boundary  Road,  Woking,  articled  clerk.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  J.  W.  Wilson,  J.P., 
S.  R.  Valdespino,  and  A.  Pears,  J. P.  Qualification,  200/.  Re- 
muneration as  fixed  by  the  company. 

Ferris  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  65,030/.,  in  10/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  7  and  9  Union 
Street,  St.  Peter's,  Bristol,  under  the  style  of  "  Ferris  &  Co.,"  to 
adopt  an  agreement  wioh  C.  Townsend,  H.  H.  Townsend, 
J.  Boucher,  C.  E.  Boucher,  and  J.  M.  Bouch  er,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  wholesale  and  retail  chemists  and  druggists,  analytical 
and  consulting  chemists,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharma- 
ceutical, medicinal,  and  other  prepirations  and  art'cles,  mmufac- 
turers  of  surgical  instruments  and  appliances,  druggists'  sundries, 
orthopedic  instruments,  artificial  limbs,  hospital,  shop,  surgery, 
and  laboratory  fittings  and  furniture,  ambulances,  invalid  and 
nursing  appliances,  soips,  perfumes,  toilet-articles,  patent  medi- 
cines, proprietary  articles,  surgical  dressings,  cutlery,  vaccine, 
serum,  mineral  waters,  bottles,  tablets,  capsules,  and  lozenges, 
drug-grinders,  oil  pressers  and  drawers,  seed-crushers,  wine  and 
spirit  merchants,  makers  of  optical,  photographic,  electrical, 
dental,  bacteriological  and  scientific  instruments,  and  materials, 
&c.  The  first  subscribers  are:  C  Tovvnsend,  St.  Mary's,  Stoke 
Bishop,  Bristol,  chemist ;  J.  Boucher,  14  Tyndall's  Road,  Bristol, 
chemist ;  H.  H.  Townsend,  21  Downleaze,  Stoke  Bishop,  Bristol, 
chemist;  C.  E.  Boucher,  6  Coldharbour  Road,  Redland, 
Bristol,  chemist;  J.  M.  Bou  her,  14  Tyndall's  Park,  Bristol, 
chemist;  C.  K.  Townsend,  Hillmorton  Villa,  Sueyd  Park,  Bristol, 
gentleman;  and  F.  M.  Townsend,  St.  Mary's,  Stoke  Bishop, 
Bristol.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
C.  Townsend,  J.  Boucher,  H.  H.  Townsend,  C.  E  Boucher, 
and  J.  M.  Boucher.  Qualification,  500/.  Remuneration,  as  fixed 
by  the  company.    Registered  office,  7  Union  Street,  Bristol. 

Houghton's  (Limited).— Capital  175,000/.,  in  1/.  shares  (75,000 
6-per-cent.  cumulative  preference,1.  Objects :  To  acquire  and 
amalgamate  (l)  the  business  of  George  Houghton  &  Son  (Limited), 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  photographic  apparatus  and  appli- 
ances; (2 1  the  business  of  Joseph  Levi  &  Co.,  wholesale  opticians 
and  dealers  in  photographic  apparatus  and  appliances ;  (3)  the 
business  of  Spratt  Brothers,  manufacturers  of  photographic, 
scientific,  and  other  apparatus  and  appliances  ;  (4)  the  business  of 
Holmes  Brothers,  manufacturers  of  photographic  apparatus  and 
appliances  ;  and  (5)  the  business  of  Alfred  Charles  Jackson,  manu- 
facturer and  vendor  of  photographic  apparatus  and  appliances, 
and  to  carry  on  the  same  and  the  business  of  mount,  frame,  and 
glass  manufacturers,  makers  of  optical  instruments,  chemists, 
druggists,  drysalters,  photographic  and  general  printers,  photo- 
lithographers,  &c.  The  signatories  are :  G.  Houghton,  E.  W. 
Houghton,  and  C.  E.  Houghton,  High  Holborn,  L.  M.  Isaacs, 
M.  L.  Isaacs,  and  F.  M.  Isaacs,  97  Hatton  Garden,  E.C. ;  H.  J. 
Spratt,  A.  S.  Spratt,  and  G.  A.  Spratt,  Tudor  Works,  Tudor  Road, 
Hackney,  N.E.;  L.  Holme3,  L.  E.  Holmes,  and  H.  Holmes,  3  Park 
Works,  Park  Street,  N.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  number  of 
directors  is  not  to  be  fearer  than  four,  nor  more  than  tea ;  the  first 
are  G.  Houghton,  M.  L.  Isaacs,  E.  W.  Houghton,  L.  M.  Isaacs, 
A.  S.  Spratt,  and  H.  J.  Spratt.  Upun  G.  or  &.  W.  Houghton 
vacating  office,  C.  E.  Houghton  is  to  beconiB  a  director;  upon 
M.  L.  orL.  M.  Isaacs  vacating,  F.  M.  Isaacs  is  to  succe3l;  aid 


upon  either  A.  S.  or  H.  J.  Spratt  ceasing  to  be  a  director,  G.  A. 
Spratt  is  to  take  office.  Qualification,  500  preference  or  ordinary 
thares.  Remuneration  of  G.  Houghton  and  M.  L.  Isaacs,  350/. 
each  per  annum;  remuneration  of  other  directors,  as  fixed  by  the 
company.    Registered  office,  88  and  89  High  Holborn,  W.C. 


Egyptian  Salt  and  Soda  Company  (Limited). — The 
directors  have  declared  au  interim  dividend  of  2}  per  cent, 
on  the  ordinary  shares. 

A.  &  F.  Pears  (Limited). — The  directors  have  resolved  to 
declare  an  interim  dividenl  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  the 
rate  of  8  per  cent,  par  annum. 

The  Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Aktien,  vorm.  B.  Schering, 
Berlin,  obtained  a  gross  profit  of  972  533m.  in  1933,  and  are 
to  pay  a  dividend  of  15  per  cent,  against  10  per  cent,  in  1902. 

Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited). — The 
directors  have  declared  an  interim  dividend  on  the  preferred 
shares  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  half-year 
to  January  31  last. 

Houghton's  (Limited). — This  newly  registered  company 
is  an  amalgamation  of  George  Houghton  &  Son  (Limited)  ; 
Messrs.  Joseph  Levi  &  Co.,  97  Hatton  Garden,  E.C.  ;  Messrs. 
Spratt  Brothers,  Tudor  Works,  Tudor  Road,  Hackney,  N.E. ; 
Messrs.  Holmes  Brothers,  Park  Street,  Islington,  N. ;  and 
Mr.  A.  C.  Jackson,  Ilex  Camera-works,  Northwold  Road, 
Stoke  Newington,  N.E.  The  firms  mentioned  above  are  all 
well  known  in  the  photographic  world,  with  perhaps  the 
exception  of  Messrs.  Holmes  Brothers,  the  makers  of  the 
Sanderson  cameras,  which  are  supplied  wholesale  exclusively 
by  Houghton  &  Son.  The  new  company  employs  over  six 
hundred  persons,  and  is  tne  biggest  photographic  combine 
of  its  kind  in  Great  Britain.  Mr.  George  Houghton  will  be 
chairman  of  the  company,  and  Mr.  M.  L.  Isaacs  (J.  Levi  & 
Co.)  vice-chairman. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited). — The  report  of  the  directors 
for  1903  states  that  the  profit  for  the  year,  after  writing  off 
bad  debts,  making  ample  allowance  for  those  considered 
doubtful,  and  adding  balance  from  1902  (257/.  3s.  4d.),  is 
3,430/.  3.?.  Id  ,  out  of  which  has  been  provided  the  interest 
on  debentures  and  full  dividends  on  the  preference  shares, 
amounting  to  2,050/.  4s.,  leaving  an  available  balance  of 
1,379/.  19s.  Id.,  out  of  which  the  directors  recommend  a 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  of  5  per  cent.,  absorbing 
958/.  lis.  This  leaves  a  balance  of  421/.  8s.  Id.,  of  which 
210/.  is  to  be  written  off  the  capital  expenditure  and  invest- 
ments, and  the  balance  (211/.  8s.  Id.)  is  to  be  carried 
forward.  The  retiring  director  is  Mr.  A.  E.  Barclay,  who, 
being  eligible,  offers  himself  for  re-election.  The  auditor 
(Mr.  Harry  Barker,  F.C.A.)  also  retires  and  offers  himself  for 
re-election. 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited). — In  their  re- 
port for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1903,  the  directors  in- 
form the  shareholders  that  the  additional  wing  on  the  site  of 
the  Old  Waterloo  Tavern  in  Dalton  Street  is  now  practically 
complete  and  in  the  occupation  of  the  company.  Instead  of 
adding  two  storeys  to  the  old  Dalton  Street  premises,  as 
originally  intended,  the  directors  decided  to  erect  an 
entirely  new  factory  on  the  company's  freehold  at  Saltley, 
adjacent  to  their  existing  mills,  and  this  factory  has  now 
been  equipped.  Mr.  Alfred  Southall,  F  C.S.,  who  ceased  to 
be  a  managing  director  at  the  close  of  1901,  has  now  retired 
from  the  Board.  The  accounts  show  that,  after  providing 
for  bad  debts,  depreciation,  and  directors'  remuneration, 
there  is  a  balance  of  profit  for  the  year  of  14,111/.  7s.  Id., 
giviDg  a  total,  with  1,766/.  Is.  6d.  brought  forward  from  last 
year,  of  15,877/.  8s.  Id.  Out  of  this  has  been  paid  interest  on 
loans  62/.  7s.  2d.,  and  an  interim  dividend  on  preference 
shares  of  2,750/.,  leaving  a  disposable  balance  of 
13  065/.  Is.  5d.  The  directors  recommend  that  this  should 
be  appropriated  as  follows  :  Second  half-year's  dividend  on 
preference  shares  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  (paid 
January  1),  2,750/. ;  year's  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares 
at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum,  7.200/. ;  to  place  to 
reserve  1,000/. ;  to  contribute  to  building  fund  of  men's 
hospital  50/.  ;  and  to  women's  hospital  50/. ;  and  to  carry 
forward  2,015/.  Is.  5d.  Mr.  Thos.  Barclay  is  the  retiring 
director,  and  he  offers  himself  for  re-election. 
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Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  fifth  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Star  Hotel' 
Yarmouth,  on  March  10.  The  members  turned  up  in  good 
numbers,  but  great  regret  was  expressed  that  illness  had 
kept  the  President  (Mr.  W.  Sheppard  Poll)  away.  Mr.  H. 
Palmer  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Poll  occupied  the 
vice-chair.  The  toast-list  was  a  short  one,  and  the  speeches 
commendably  brief.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  Mr. 
Eichmond  proposed  "  The  Association,"  to  which  the  Chair- 
man replied  ;  while  Mr.  P.  R.  Hill  proposed  "  The  Visitors," 
Mr.  Beeching  replying.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent. 

Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

The  second  smoking- concert  of  the  season  was  held  on 
March  11  at  Wynne's  Hotel,  Lower  Abbey  Street,  Dublin,  the 
President  (Mr.  E*igar  B.  Aplin)  in  the  chair.  The  attend- 
ance was  large  and  representative,  and  an  extended  pro- 
gramme of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  rendered  by 
the  members  and  their  friends,  amoDgst  whom  were  Messrs. 
W.  S.  North,  F.  Burke,  Gerald  Ewirjg,  Prank  Eugenie,  C. 
Robinson,  Downey,  &c.  Some  glees  and  part-songs  were 
sung  by  the  visitors,  and  at  the  close  of  the  concert  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  the  Chairman,  who  suitably  replied. 
The  company  separated  to  the  refrain  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

An  A.  S.  &  K.  Dinner. 

The  first  social  gathering  of  the  employes  of  the  amalga- 
mated firms  of  Ayrton  &.  Saunders,  Liverpool,  and  W.  Kemp 
&  Son,  Horncastle,  was  held  on  March  11  at  the  Stork  Hotel, 
Liverpool.  It  took  the  form  of  a  dinner,  and  a  large  number 
of  employes  were  present.  Dr.  Charles  Symes  (chairman  of 
the  company)  presided,  and  three  other  directors  were 
present — Messrs.  H.  G.  Saunders,  W.  H.  Saunders,  and  E.  H. 
Bentley.  The  musical  part  of  the  programme  was  con- 
tributed by  various  members  of  the  staff,  and  was  of  a  very 
high  order,  consisting  of  songs,  humorous  sketches,  recita- 
tions, and  an  instrumental  and  vocal  quartette.  The  toast 
of  "  The  Company,"  proposed  by  the  Secretary  (Mr.  H. 
Wadsworth),  was  responded  to  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  H.  G. 
Saunders,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Saunders.  Mr.  Stubbs  proposed 
"  The  Travelling  Staff,"  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  E.  H. 
Bentley. 

Cricketers  Dine. 

On  March  5  Davy  Hill's  Cricket  Club  held  their  eighth 
annual  dinner  at  the  London  Tavern,  Fenchurch  Street,  E  C  , 
Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  presiding,  supported  by  Mr.  R.  Aird.  The 
event  was  in  every  way  a  treat  success.  An  admirable 
dinner  was  followed  by  equally  good  speeches  by  Mr.  J.  O. 
Devereux  ("  The  Club,"  replied  to  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Collins)  and 
Mr.  R.  Aird  ("The  Firm,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill). 
In  the  course  of  his  reply,  Mr.  Hill  emphasised  the  fact  that 
the  Trade  Cricket  League  was  badly  in  need  of  more  com- 
petitors, and  expressed  the  hope  that  clubs  in  the  allied 
trades  would  come  forward  to  compete  for  the  Challenge 
Cup  in  1904  Prizes  were  presented  by  the  Chairman  to 
Mr.  G.  Maughan  for  the  highest  batting  average  and  to  Mr.  E. 
Sibley  for  the  best  bowling  average  during  the  past  season. 
The  musical  portion  of  the  programme,  contributed  by 
Messrs.  Arnold  Lewis,  F.  Damer,  Leonard  Nelson,  Will 
Martin,  and  others,  was  much  appreciated. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

.  A  smoking-conc-rt  in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held  in  Fairbairn's  Restaurant, 
Athenrcum  Buildings,  Park  Lane,  Leeds,  on  March  10,  and  it 
proved  one  of  the  most  successful  functions  yet  organised  on 
behalf  of  the  Leeds  Association.  The  programme  was  an 
elaborate  production,  Mr.  S.  R.  Mundell  having  provided 
some  artistic  illustrations  (one  "after  Reynolds")  embodying 
his  keen  sense  of  humour :  and  the  promoters  of  the  concert 
were  indebted  to  Mr  F.  Wilkinson  (Pendleton)  for  gratui- 
tously printing  the  programmes.  There  were  about  140 
persons  present.    Mr.  Worfolk  (the  President  of  the  Associa. 


tion)  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  W.  D.  Pollitt. 

Amongst  those  who  contributed  to  the  musical  programme 
were:  Messrs.  J.  Russell,  H,  Stringer,  and  Hanson,  tenors ; 
Messrs.  Hollingworth,  Pearson,  S.  R.  Mundell,  and  J.  H. 
Sunley,  baritones  ;  Messrs.  Crawford  L.  Steel,  F.  Helman,  and 
Mackay,  basses  ;  Messrs.  N.  Fleu,  Hartley,  T.  D  Driffield, 
and  A.  Sunley,  humorists  ;  Mr.  Stockdale,  piccolo  ;  Mr.  W. 
Lee,  violin ;  Messrs.  Syddall,  A.  B.  Evans,  and  Tring, 
pianists.  Recitations  were  given  by  Mr.  Fred  Phillips  and 
Mr.  Oglesby.  During  an  interval  the  Chairman  referred  to 
the  claims  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  upon  members  and 
friends  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  appealed  for 
generous  support  on  its  behalf.  The  collection  realised 
HI.  12s.,  and  included  a  cheque  for  fifty  guineas  from 
Messrs.  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.  (Limited).  It  was  stated 
that  further  donations  had  been  promised. 

Football  League. 

A  very  successful  concert  in  connection  with  the  Inter- 
Pharmacy  Football  League  was  held  on  March  16  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  W.C.  Mr.  W.  Watson- Will  was  in  the 
chair,  and  between  two  and  three  hundred  persons  were 
present.  The  musical  programme  was  arranged  by  Mr. 
Sjdney  Jamieson,  and  was  quite  up  to  his  standard  of  excel- 
lence. Half-way  through  the  programme  the  Chairman 
made  the  presentation  of  the  Le-igue  c  >p,  which  this  year 
has  been  won  by  the  Metropolitan  College,  of  which  Mr. 
W  tson-Will  is  principal.  In  making  the  presentation,  the 
Chairman  sketched  the  history  of  the  cup  since  it  was  given 
five  years  ago.  He  eulogised  the  axiom  Mens  tana  in  corpora 
sano,  ani  added  that  there  is  nothing  like  football  to  bring 
out  the  good  points  of  a  man.  The  "Square"  Club,  who 
were  the  holders  of  the  cup  in  the  previous  year,  had  thought- 
fully decorated  it  with  the  colours  of  the  winning  team — an 
instance  of  the  good  feeling  which  has  characterised  the 
contests  for  the  cup.  The  Metropolitan  team  have  played 
eight  games  and  won  all,  with  a  record  of  fifty-six  to  six 
goals.  Mr.  B.  T.  Lloyd  received  the  cup  on  behalf  of  the 
Metropolitan  College,  and  each  member  of  the  team 
was  presented  with  a  medal.  After  the  presentation  the  rest 
of  the  programme  was  gone  through,  and  congratulations 
Hre  due  to  the  stewards,  Messrs.  T.  G.  Birkett,  F.  Filmer  de 
Morgan,  H.  Lucas,  H.  W.  Miles,  W.  A.  Whatmough,  and 
A.  Kirkland,  for  the  excellent  way  the  concert  was 
organised. 


Btrtbe. 

BURNS. — 'On  February  26,  at  3  Portland  Place,  Lancaster, 
the  wife  of  F.  Harris  Burns,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Gibson. — At  Roseneath  Cottage  Hexham,  on  March  14> 
the  wife  of  John  Gibson,  Ref.D.,  F.C.S.,  chemist  and  optician, 
of  a  daughter. 


flDarrtage. 


Stamp— Guthrie. — At  Sandgate  Parish  Church,  on 
March  14,  Alfred  Edward,  son  of  Mr.  Edward  Blanshard 
Stamp,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Hampstead,  to  Edith 
Florence,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  Charles  Thompson  Guthrie, 
of  Folkestone. 


"  Walking  with  Broken  Legs."— The  "  Westminster 
Gazette  "  recently  described  under  this  heading  a  "  new  " 
splint  made  by  a  continental  firm,  the  newness  of  which 
was  promptly  controverted  by  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  of 
Aldersgate  Street,  E  C.  The  splint  described  consisted  of  a 
double  support  for  the  limb  with  special  joints  and  a  hardened 
leather  sheath  or  case,  and  the  "  Westminster"  thought  it  a 
marvellous  discovery  until  it  was  pointed  out  that  Messrs. 
Maw,  Son  &  Sons  have  on  their  books  a  customer  who  has 
been  using  a  precisely  similar  contrivance  for  the  past 
fif'een  years.  A  "Westminster"  representative  had  a  chat 
with  the  mechanic  who  actually  made  the  splint,  and  inci- 
dentally he  gleaned  a  lot  of  interesting  information  about 
the  historic  sundries-house,  all  of  which  is  detailed  in  the 
"  Westminster  Gazette  "  for  March  9. 
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{From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 
New  Bills. 

The  Nurses  Bill  consists  of  twenty-five  clauses.  It  pro- 
poses to  create  a  "General  Council  of  Nursing  Education 
and  Registration  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  the  first  twelve 
■clauses  being  devoted  to  rhe  constitution  of  this  body.  The 
Couacil  is  to  keep  a  register  of  nurses,  and  regulate  the 
education  and  examination  of  nurses.  Persons  of  twenty- 
one  who  have  had  tnree  years'  experience  as  nurses  are  to  be 
registered  without  examination  up  to  two  years  after  the 
commencement  of  the  Act,  which  is  to  prohibit  persons 
taking  or  using  the  title  of  registered  nurse  or  its  equivalent, 
but  nothing  in  the  4.ct  confers  authority  to  practise  medi- 
cine, or  to  undertake  th-^  treatment  or  care  of  disease. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  (Metrie  System)  Bill,  referred 
to  a  Select  C  >m<n  ttee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  is  prefaced  by 
a  long  memorandum.  The  Bill  consists  of  eleven  clauses 
and  a  schedule.  It  proposes  to  make  the  metric  standards 
of  weight  and  of  measure  mentioned  in  the  1897  Act  the 
imperial  standards  after  April  5,  1906,  or  such  date  as  tie 
Privy  Council  may  decide.  Clauses  3  to  7  deal  with  the 
requisite  executive  power  for  carrying  the  proposal  into 
force.  Clause  8  is  the  most  important  next  to  actual  com- 
pulsory usage.    It  provides — 

(1)  Bsference3  to  ira aerial  weights  and  measures  in  any  Order, 
by-law,  rule,  regulation,  deed,  written  contract,  or  agreement,  or 
other  instrument  or  writing  mide  before  the  Act  and  in  force 
when  it  pisses,  shall  be  construed  as  references  to  the  respective 
equivalents  in  metric  terms. 

(2)  Every  birgain  sale,  or  oral  coatraci  or  agreammt  shall  be 
similarly  dealt  with. 

The  Government  Pharmacy  Bill. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Phirmacy  Bill  which  is  to  be 
brought  forward  by  the  Government  at  an  early  date  will 
be  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  will  probably  be 
in  charge  of  Lord  Belper.  The  Bill  is  the  outcome  of  the 
report  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Committee,  which  con- 
sidered the  whole  question  some  time  ago;  and  one  of  the 
points  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government  is  the 
desirability  of  prohibiting  a  firm,  co-partnership,  or  company 
from  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
in  the  dispensing  of  medicines  or  the  compounding  of 
poisons  unless  the  directors  thereof  are  qualified  persons. 

Mr.  Lough's  Bill. 
The  Bill,  which  has  already  been  introduced  into  the 
■House  of  Commons,  stands  for  second  reading  on  Monday 
next.  Four  me  nbers — Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  Mr.  George  Har- 
wood,  Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  and  Sir  Mark  Stewart — have 
already  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  move  its  rejection, 
and  the  possibility  of  its  obtaining  a  second  reading  are 
very  remote. 

Sir  Mark  Stewart  on  the  Bill. 

Sir  Mark  S  ewait.  one  of  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Lough's 
Bill,  stated  in  the  Lobby  that  he  is  moving  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  purely  on  agricultural  grounds  and  in  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  The  hon.  baronet  says  he  is  afraid  that 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  to  make  artificial  manures 
dearer.  Sir  Mark  also  regards  the  proposal  to  require  all 
directors  of  drug  selling  chemists  to  be  qualified  by  examina- 
tion as  nonsensical. 

What  Mr.  Cross  Says. 

Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  another  of  the  four  membBrs  who 
"have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  move  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill,  in  the  course  of  a  special  interview,  said : 

The  whole  gist  of  the  Bill  is  contained  in  the  seventh  and 
-eleventh  clauses.  All  the  rest  need  not  be  discussed.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  in  Clause  7  is  to  b  )  found  the  true  raison-d'etre 
ol  the  wholn  Bill  That  clause  is  directed  against  the  retailing 
and  dispensing  of  medical  prescriptions  by  joint-stock  companies. 
These  compam-s,  no  doubt,  are  thorns  in  the  flesh  of  the  phar- 
maceutical chemists.  They  hav ;  supplied  good  drug3  at  cheap 
prices.  They  have  beaten  down  the  monopoly,  and  there  are 
•hundreds  of  them  which  have  established  great  businesses  with 
many  branches.  Moreover,  they  have  been  a  great  utility  to  the 
public  in  these  respects.    In  fact,  so  important  a  figure  are  they 


in  the  trade  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  check  their  opera- 
tions, and  so  it  is  sought  to  be  enacted  that  unless  the  business 
of  these  companies  shall  be  managed  by  directors,  all  of  whom 
are  registered  persons  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  the  carrying 
on  of  these  businesses  shall  be  rendered  unlawful.  Whatever 
pretensions  miy  be  put  forward  in  justification  of  this  clause,  it 
cannot  be  pretended  (went  on  Mr.  Cro3s)  that  it  is  conceived  in 
the  interests  of  the  public.  The  public  are  not  at  all  concerned 
with  the  persons  who  are  directors,  sitting  in  the  board-room 
upstairs  managing  the  business  of  these  joint-stock  drug  com- 
panies. The  public  protection  would  be  obtained  by  insisting 
that  the  actual  salesman  who  compounds  the  drugs  shall  be  a 
qualified  person.  The  directors  upstairs  may  all  be  qualified 
under  all  the  colleges  in  the  country,  and  yet  if  they  employ  un- 
qualified persons  to  dispense  the  drugs  at  the  public  counter 
below  the  public  risk  would  remain  the  same.  The  public  interest 
consists  in  having  their  prescriptions  dispensed  by  qualified 
persons  at  the  counter.  They  are  not  at  all  concerned  as  to 
whether  the  capital  and  general  direction  of  the  concern  are 
joint-stock  or  otherwise,  or  whether  the  persons  directly  are 
qualified  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  or  by  any  other  body. 
The  Bill,  in  fact,  is  just  another  of  those  attempts,  which  un- 
fortunately the  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  been  putting  forward 
with  the  object  of  still  further  stringently  limiting  the  number  of 
persons  who  are  to  be  permitted  to  sell  drugs.  They  do  this 
under  the  specious  plea  of  public  safety,  but  for  the  real  purpose 
of  perpetuating  and  increasing  their  monopoly.  Let  the  public 
understand,  once  and  for  all,  that  if  this  Bill  passes  into  law,  all 
these  drug-stores,  joint-stock  companies,  and  new  developments 
of  the  drug  trade,  which  have  been  of  such  service  to  them — con- 
ducted by  persons  upon  commercial  principles,  employing  assist- 
ants who  are  properly  qualified,  and  which  has,  in  fact,  been 
meeting  a  great  public  want  -would  be  all  closed  up.  One  need 
not  prophesy  what  the  result  would  be  upon  the  public  interest. 

The  Bill,  of  course,  awakens  the  very  controversy  which  created 
so  much  interest  last  year,  and  which  still  creates  widespread 
interest,  amongst  gardeners,  horticulturists,  and  agriculturists, 
which  arose  out  of  a  claim  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  put 
forward  that  they  and  their  members  alone  should  be  entitled  to 
sell  in  retail  all  the  various  articles  which  are  now  necessities  of 
the  horticultural  and  agricultural  trades,  although  they  come 
under  the  category  of  poisons.  These  articles  are  developments 
of  science,  invented  and  brought  into  use  subsequent  to  the 
passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  authors  of  that  Act  could 
never  have  contemplated  a  state  of  affairs  such  as  we  have 
now,  when  these  articles  have  become  of  commercial  importance, 
and  necessary  to  be  obtained  as  materials  for  the  trade  by  the 
above  industries.  The  [?  1868]  Pharmacy  Bill  really  had  for  its 
object  the  protection  of  the  public  in  the  dispensing  of  medi- 
cines. No  one  questions  the  desirability  of  some  restriction  in 
this  direction,  but  it  is  a  wholly  different  matter  when  a  society, 
growing  fat  in  its  monopoly,  seeks  to  tax  at  its  inordinate  scale  of 
profits  the  material  required  by  horticulturists  and  farmers,  and 
even  to  exclud )  reasonable,  proper,  and  necessary  competition 
which  the  creation  of  the  joint-stock  companies  has  introduced 
into  the  drug-trade  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  public. 

Public  Vaccinations. 
Mr.  Weir  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  Monday  if  he  could  state  how  the  amount  of  fees 
paid  to  public  vaccinators  by  the  various  Boards  of 
Guardians  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1898  compared 
with  the  cost  of  vaccinations  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Act.  Mr.  Walter  Long,  in  his  reply,  said  the  total  number 
of  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  performed  by  public 
vaccinators  in  the  four  years  ended  at  Lady  Day,  1899,  was 
1,370  897,  and  the  average  amount  of  the  fee  per  case  was 
2<s.  2d.  In  the  four  years  ended  at  Lady  Day,  1903,  the 
total  number  of  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  performed 
by  public  vaccinators  had  risen  to  3.197,192,  and  the  average 
amount  of  the  fee  per  case  was  rather  less  than  5s.  lOd. 
The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  explained 
that  the  substitution  of  the  system  of  domiciliary  vaccina- 
tion under  the  Vaccination  Act,  1898,  for  vaccination  at 
fixed  stations,  and  the  requiremei  t  that  the  opsration  should 
be  performed  with  antiseptic  dressings,  had  greatly  in- 
creased the  demand  upon  the  time  of  the  public  vaccinators, 
and  higher  fees  had  consequently  to  be  paid.  A  Depart- 
mental Committee,  however,  he  added,  was  at  present  in- 
quiring into  the  subject  of  vaccination-fees. 

The  Effect  of  Plague-serum. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Brodrick  stated  that  the  per- 
centage of  persons  inoculated  with  plague-serum  in  India 
who  subsequently  died  was  about  0  24.  The  Government  of 
India  had  lately  taken  steps  to  secure  a  more  accurate 
record  for  the  future. 
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patent  flfteotcine  IDenoors  ano 
Drugstore  IReepera'  association. 


A MEETING  was  held  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  Manchester,  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  March  16,  Mr.  W.  Huntrods 
(Leeds)  in  the  chair.  Amongst  those  present  were  Mr.  W.  T. 
Leggett  (Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  A.  Guess  (Leeds),  Mr.  Chambers 
(Bohon),  Councillor  Whittaker  (Clayton-le-Moors),  Mr.  Bland 
(Burnley),  Mr.  Lee  (Stalybridge),  Mr.  Claphara  (Manchester), 
Mr.  Woods  (Liverpool),  Mr.  C.  Crompton  (Bury),  and  Mr. 
Richmond  (Bury).  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  con- 
sider 

The  Pharmacy  Bill, 

and,  after  a  few  remarks  from  the  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Leggett  addressed  the  meeting  at  considerable  length. 
They  had  met,  he  said,  to  discuss  one  of  the  most  sweeping 
measures  ever  submitted  to  Parliament,  under  the  name  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill.  He  considered  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  drug-trade  is  ruled  in  this 
country  to  be  unjust,  and  now  and  then  even  tyrannical ; 
yet  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  were  trying  to  secure  the 
monopoly  ot  the  drug  trade  on  the  specious  plea  that  all 
meuicines  containing  the  most  minute  quantity  of  poison 
were  only  to  be  sold  by  qualified  pharmacists.  The  re- 
gistered chemists  want  to  secure  for  themselves  a  monopoly. 
They  want  to  prevent  anybody  but  a  qualified  chemist  irom 
selling  well-known  simple  remedies  which  their  grand- 
fathers sold  forty  or  fifty  years  ago.  Members  oi  the 
Association  they  represented  that  day,  who  bad  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  the  good  old  sort — not  of  three  years,  but 
ot  seven—  and  who  had  been  engaged  in  it  for  twenty, 
tweniy-five,  or  thirty  years,  were  now  to  be  prevented  from 
selling  simple  remedies,  which  u;ed  to  be  sold  by  booksellers, 
grocers,  and  diug  dealers,  and  others  without  any  danger,  but 
tithe  benefit  of  ihe  public,  and  yet  the  would-be  monopolists 
pretended  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  that  they 
sought  to  cany  the  Bdl  into  law.  The  late  Lord  Mayor  of 
Liv>  rpool,  in  a  letter  to  the  speaker  twelve  months  ago,  said 
it  was  never  ini ended  by  Act  of  Parliament  that  the  sale  of 
a  number  o  simple  medicines  which  might  contain  a  minute 
quant  ty  ot  poison  shovtld  be  restricted  to  certain  persons, 
and  the  iest  who  did  sell  them  treated  as  criminals.  The 
Act  of  I8c8  was  never  intended  to  have  that  effect.  Mr. 
George  Harwood,  M  P.  for  Bolton,  had  blocked  this  new 
Bill,  an  i  appe  ired  to  be  under  the  impression  that  it  would 
atlect  tne  sale  of  Cocklt's  pills  and  patent  medicines.  It 
would  no,  affect  the  sale  of  Cockle's  pills,  but  it  would  affect 
the  sale  ot  Mrs.  Winslow's  soothing- syrup.  Mr.  Leggett 
proceeded  to  quote  from  and  criticise  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  saying  that  the  Bill  would  prevent  them  exercising 
the  know.eige  which  many  of  them  had  paid  premiums  to 
acquire.  They  had  built  up  busine.-ses  with  their  technical 
knowledge  and  industry,  which  were  sought  to  be  taken 
away  from  them,  and  he  asked  then,  "  Were  they  going  to 
take  it  lying  down  ? "  (Cries  of  "  No.")  He  then  dealt 
with  the  Pnvy  Council's  Poisons  Committee,  which,  he  said, 
showtd  that  chemists  are  the  greatest  sinners  so  tar  as  the 
satety  of  the  public  is  concerned.  The  real  cause  of  the 
Bill,  he  continued,  is  the  opening  of  drug-stores,  which  had 
enabled  the  people  to  buy  drugs  at  reasonable  prices.  Mr. 
Leggett  next  referred  to  the  "  astounding  concession,"  and 
read  a  number  of  letters  he  had  received  bearing  on  the 
question,  and  quoted  cases  of  hardship  to  dispensers  and 
others  who  would  be  deprived  of  their  privileges  and  occupa- 
tion by  the  new  Bill  if  it  became  law. 

Tne  Chairman  said  those  who  came  to  the  meeting  luke- 
warm would  go  away  with  a  feeling  of  enthusiasm.  They 
were  all  deeply  interested  in  what  Mr.  Leggett  had  said,  and 
greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  labouis  on  their  behalf 
during  the  last  eleven  years.  They  had  been  dispensing 
simple  medicines  for  thirty  years,  and  yet  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  would  take  away  that  part  of  their  business, 
which  was  no  small  part. 

Mr.  A.  Guess  (Leeds)  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  got  the  idea  that  they  had  all 
the  brains  and  all  the  law  in  the  country  on  their  side,  and 
that  consequently  they  could  do  as  they  liked  with  such  as 
belonged  to  that  Association  and  those  who  happened  to  be 


inferior  to  them  on  the  points  brought  before  the  meeting  5 
but  they  were  there  that  day  to  disabuse  them  of  that 
opinion,  and  the  way  to  do  it  was  to  stick  together  and  to 
work  together  to  defeat  that  object.  He  was  apprenticed  to 
the  trade  of  a  chemist,  and  his  father  paid  100?.  premium  ; 
bu  his  master,  although  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  neglected 
to  teach  him  the  theory  to  enable  him  to  go  through  the  Minor 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  was  now  in 
the  position  of  a  dispenser  of  an  immense  amount  of  poisons, 
working  for  a  gentleman  who  had  the  privilege  of  putting 
his  name  up  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  but  for  what  reason 
he  did  not  know.  He  had  sold,  regularly,  three  6-oz.  bottles 
of  laudanum  a  week  to  two  individuals  only,  for  their  own 
consumption.  He  had  sold  laudanum  to  a  man  in  one  case 
who  poisoned  himself  with  it,  but  he  was  never  questioned 
as  to  whether  he  was  a  qualified  man.  His  employer  was 
all  right,  and  he  (the  speaker)  was  all  right.  (Laughter.) 

The  Chairman  asked  for  a  definition  of  a  "  medical  pre- 
scription," but  no  very  definite  answer  was  forthcoming. 
The  Chairman  said  if  the  Act  was  passed  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  soon  define  what  was  a  medical  prescription. 

A  speaker  said  the  Bill  had  been  craftily  worded.  Another 
thought  the  question  of  "bottle"  for  the  sale  of  poisons  was- 
of  more  importance  than  the  dispensing  of  it.  Several  were 
of  opinion  that  the  Government  should  take  the  matter  out 
of  the  hands  of  pharmacists  altogether.  The  police,  and  not 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  should  be  the  prosecutors. 

Several  resolutions  were  adopted,  and,  votes  of  thanks 
having  been  passed  to  Mr.  Leggett  and  the  Chairman,  steps 
were  taken  to  form  a  local  branch  of  the  Society. 


Cbemical  Society. 


A|MEETING  was  held  on  Wednesday,  March  16,  Dr 
W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R.S.,  presiding.  The  first  paper,  com- 
municated by  Dr.  Rity,  of  the  Presidency  College,  Calcutta, 
was  read  by  Dr.  Divers.    It  dealt  with 

Mercuric  Nitrite  and  its  Decomposition  by  Heat. 

The  nitrite  was  prepared  by  the  addition  of  silver  nitrite 
to  mercuric  chloride  and  evaporation  of  the  filtrate  under 
reduced  pressure.  It  is  a  colourless,  crystalline  substance, 
which,  when  heated,  is  converted  into  mercurous  nitrite  with 
the  evolution  of  nitric  oxide.  When  treated  with  water  the 
salt  is  decomposed  with  the  formation  of  mercuric  oxide. 
Dr.  Divers  took  the  opportunity  of  once  more  pointing  out 
that  nitric  acid  has  no  action  upon  the  noble  metals  unless 
it  contains  small  quantities  of  nitrous  acid,  and  that  the 
formation  of  nitrates  of  these  metals  is  in  reality  due  to  the 
joint  action  of  the  two  acids.  In  his  remarks  on  the  paper, 
the  President  gently  chaffed  Dr.  Divers  on  this  particular 
hobby,  and  endeavoured  to  convince  him  that  there  are 
several  other  equally  acceptable  explanations  of  this 
reaction. 

Glyceryl  Lead  Oleates. 

These  interesting  compounds  were  described  by  Dr.  Hannay, 
who  obtained  them  by  the  solution  of  lead  carbonate  in 
various  triglycerides  isolated  from  a  number  of  vegetable 
oils.  They  are  amorphous,  waxy  substances  containing 
three  atoms  of  lead,  each  of  which  serves  as  a  junction 
between  the  alkyl  and  an  acyl  radical.  The  formation  of 
these  compounds  is,  the  author  belit-ves,  the  explanation  ofi 
the  action  of  "  driers  "  such  as  litharge  on  drying  oils. 

After  papers  by  Dr.  Chattaway  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Lewis, 
Dr.  Silberrad,  and  Mr.  Pollok,  one  on 

A  New  Sesquiterpene  from  Oil  of  Limes, 

by  Messrs.  Burgess  and  Page,  was  read.  The  authors  have 
investigated  concentrated  oil  of  limes,  and  find  that  the 
oxygenated  portion  of  this  oil  consists  principally  of  Z-ter- 
pineol  and  an  odoriterous  isomeride  ot  this.  It  also  contains 
a  new  sesquiterpene  of  the  olefinic  type,  which  gives  a 
colour- reaction  with  sulphuric  acid  in  presence  of  acetic  acid 
resembling  that  given  by  cadinene,  and  furnishes  a  well- 
crystallised  trihydrochloride.  This  new  sesquiterpene,  which 
the  authors  have  named  "  limene,"  also  occurs  in  lemon  oil, 
and  probably  in  other  oils  derived  from  cittus  species. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 

Sulphur  Lotum. 

Sir,— I  have  been  familiar  with  this  term  since  the  first 
days  of  my  apprenticeship. and  it  occurs  in  most  of  our  older 
pharmacopoeias  and  dispensatories,  but  I  have  never  heard 
or  seen  it  used  as  a  synonym  for  sulphur  priecipitatum.  Its 
EDglish  equivalent,  "  washed  sulphur,"  is  in  Squire,  under 
"  Sulphur  subiimatum,"  with  references  to  many  foreign 
pharmacopoeias,  in  which  terms  of  the  same  significance  are 
found  in  the  same  position.  Sulphur  lotum,  in  fact,  denotes, 
and  appears  always  to  have  denoted,  washed  sublimed 
sulphur.  This  is  by  no  means  the  same  thing  as  precipitated 
sulphur.  The  old  term  for  the  "  washed "  article  was 
Jiores  sulphuris  loti.  Brookes  (1773)  says  of  it :  "  This  opera- 
tion [washing]  renders  the  flowers  milde<-  by  washing  off  an 
acidity,  and  prevents  their  griping  when  taken  internally." 

Yours,  &c.j 

Epwortb,  March  12.  C.  C.  Bell. 

Sie, — Kindly  allow  me  to  point  out  that  sulphur  lotum 
and  sulpi.  prtejip  are  not  identical.  The  following  formula 
from  the  Dublin  Pharmacopoeia,  1826.  is  given  in  Redwood's 
"Supplement  "  published  in  1857  : 

Pour  hot  water  on  sublimed  sulphur,  and  repeat  the  washing 
as  long  as  the  effused  water  appears  contaminated  with  acid, 
This  is  to  be  determined  by  litmus.  Dry  the  sulphur  on  bibulous 
paper . 

1  have  not  seen  the  preparation  for  many  years,  but  I 
•distinctly  remember  it  as  a  very  fine,  dry,  mobile,  yellow 
powder,  with  no  tendency  to  cake  together  like  sulph. 
pnecip.  Yours  faithfully, 

R.  T.  Clarke. 

131  Milton  Road,  Gravesend,  March  12. 

Sir, — I  cannot  agree  with  Dr.  Mc Walter's  statement  that 
sulph.  p'ecip.  should  be  used  when  sulphur  lotum  is  ordered. 
Sulphur  per  so  is  sublimed  sulphur,  and  sulphur  lotum  is 
washed  sublimed  sulphur,  and  was  official  under  this  name 
in  the  P.L  ;  it  figures  in  the  Codex  as  "  soufre  sublime  lave." 
The  washiQg  was  only  intended  to  remove  free  acid,  so  that 
the  acid-tree  subl.  sulph.  of  the  present  B.P.  may  be  used 
when  s.  lotum  is  ordered.  With  reference  to  his  remark 
that  the  term  is  not  included  in  our  "  Dictionary  of 
Synonyms,"  I  miy  say  chat  it  was  not  overlooked;  it  was 
discussed,  but  finally  omitted  as  no  satisfactory  synonym  or 
equivalent  could  be  found;  a  mere  translation  would  no', 
have  advanced  matters. 

The  Compiler  of  Rouse's  "Dictionary 
of  Synonyms." 

61  Charlotte  Street,  W. 

Sir, — Dr.  JVC.  McWalter  is  in  error  in  describing  "sulphur 
lotum"  a<  a  synonym  for  sulphur  prfecipitatum.  Sulphur 
lotum  is  sulphur  subiimatum  or  flowers  of  sulphur  B.P.  1898 
The  following  are  the  authorities  who  de  cribe  sulphur 
lotum  as  washed  sublimed  sulphur :  London  Pharmacopoeia, 
1824;  Dublin  Pharm  tcopceia,  1823;  Hooper's  "Lexicon 
Medicum,"  seventh  edition  ;  Codex  Medicamentarius  (Phar- 
macopee  Francaise),  Paris,  1884;  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia, 1893 ;  Gray's  "  Supplement  to  the  Pharmacopoeia," 
1847  ;  Beasley's  "  Pocket  Formulary,"  tenth  edition. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Hitchin,  March  14.  H.  John  Hbmderso^. 

[We  have  received  several  other  replies  t)  th9  same  effect. — 
Editor.] 

A  Little  List. 

"  Some  one  ouglit  surely  to  be  keeping  a  careful  record  of  the 
deaths  we  too  frequently  re  id  of  traceable  to  incompetent  or 
unsystematic  compounding." 

•  Sir, — The  above  is  quoted  from  "  Xrayser's  "  page  of  last 
week.    This  idea  has  occurred  to  me  frequently.    I  received 


information  a  year  or  two  ago  to  the  effect  that  a  brief 
summary  of  the  cases  of  this  kind  which  took  place  within 
two  months,  sent  to  one  of  the  great  journals,  produced  a 
powerful  editorial  in  favour  of  qualified  dispensing.  No 
argument  is  so  powerful  in  any  discussion  as  a  plain  state- 
ment of  facts.  A  list  of  this  kind  kept  carefully  for  one 
year  would  make  reading  which  would  stagger  every  editor 
in  the  country  and  bring  Parliament  to  its  knees.  It  would 
have  to  be  kept  with  absolute  impartiality.  All  poisoning- 
accidents  would  have  to  be  included,  with  full  particulars 
whether  qualified  men  were  involved  or  not.  In  this  case 
chemists  would  start  with  a  heavy  handicap,  but  I  am  sure 
they  would  emerge  triumphant.  The  handicap  would 
consist  in  this  :  that  no  case  in  which  a  chemist  is  involved 
can  be  concealed,  whereas  cases  occurring  outside  the  quali- 
fied zone  which  are  never  heard  of  are  most  probably  more 
numerous  than  those  that  are  reported.  As  things  are  ab 
present,  the  Pharmacy  Acts  constitute  practically  no  safe- 
guard to  the  people.  Not  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  the 
dispensing  of  medicines  in  this  country  is  done  by  qualified 
men.  The  other  90  per  cent,  is  done  by  anybody,  right  down 
to  housemaids  and  grooms.  The  Pharmacy  Acts  will  never 
serve  any  good  purpose  to  the  people  until  they  are  ad- 
ministered in  letter  and  spirit.  In  that  case  no  person  or 
persons  will  be  allowed  to  keep  open  shop  for  dispensing  to 
the  general  public  unless  qualified,  and  all  institutions,  such 
as  the  army,  navy,  and  infirmaries,  must  either  provide 
themselves  with  qualified  dispensers  or  secure  the  services 
of  qualified  dispensers  for  so  many  hours  a  day.  Dhere  are 
evidences  that  members  of  Parliament  are  beginning  to  grasp 
these  facts.  We  have  right  and  sense  and  reason  all  on  our 
side,  and  twenty  years  after  now  I  have  no  doubt  we  or  our 
successors  wilt  look  back  on  the  present  crude  state  of 
pharmacy  law  with  amusement  and  compassion. 

Dumfries,  March  15.  James  Reid. 

North  Staffs  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  of  Hmley.  informs  us  thit  the  sub- 
joined letter  has  been  sent  to  each  of  the  members  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  Potteries  Division  : 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association, 

Stoke-on-Trent,  March  16,  1904. 
Be  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Dear  Sir, — We  would  respnctfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
above  "  Bill,"  which  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Thos.  Lough,  M.P.  for 
W.  Islington,  and  read  a  first  time  on  February  29th. 

The  main  objects  of  the  '"  Bill  "  are  : 

(1)  To  put  companies  on  the  same  footing  as  individuals;  that 
is  to  say,  that  what  is  illegal  for  an  individual  shall  also  be  illegal 
for  a  number  of  individuals. 

(2)  To  prevent  multiplication  of  branch  shop3,  either  by  indi- 
viduals or  companies,  unless  under  qualified  personal  manage- 
ment. 

(3)  To  prevent  the  formation  of  bogus  companies  by  compelling 
all  the  directors  to  be  qualified  chemists. 

Briefly,  our  grievance  as  chemists  is  that,  after  being  compelled 
to  pass  statutory  examinations  for  qualification  and  registration, 
an  unqualified  or  a  number  of  unqualified  persons  can  assume 
the  title  of  chemist  as  a  limited-liability  company. 

May  we  hope  that  you  wilt  see  your  way  to  give  your  support  to 
the  "  B:ll  "  in  its  subsequent  stages  through  the  House  ? 
We  are,  Sir, 

Your  obelient  Servants, 
(Signed)  John  Averill,  J. P.,  President. 

Wm.  Oldham,  J.P.  (Burslem), )  Vice- 
T.  C.  Cornwell  (Haniey  ,      j  Presidents. 
Weston  Poole  (Newcastle),  Treasurer. 
Thos.  Bentley  (Stoke),  Assistant-Secretary. 
Edmund  Jones  (Haniey),  Hon.  Secretary. 

East  Dorset  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Sir, — On  a  vacancy  arising  in  the  above  constituency  I 
sent  copies  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  to  both  the  Liberal  and 
Unionist  candidates  with  a  covering  letter  asking  for  their 
supp  irb  and  vote  if  elected.  Mr.  Van  Raalte  socn  replied, 
assuring  me  of  "  his  intention  to  supp  >rt  it  if  elec  ed."  Mr. 
Lyell  I  could  not  get  any  r^ ply  from;  but  after  repeated 
attempts  his  agent  sent  me  a  letter  saying  "  he  would 
endeavour  to  get  a  reply  from  him  at  an  early  date."  Not 
having  received  it  on  Monday  morning,  as  the  day  of  election 
was  drawing  so  near  I  telephoned  to  the  agent,  but  got  no 
satisfactory  reply,  so  I  sent  him  a  note  giving  until  6  p.m^ 
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for  a  definite  reply,  failing  that  I  should  communicate  with 
every  chemist  in  the  constituency,  and  ask  them  to  give  their 
support  to  the  Unionist  candidate,  Mr.  C.  van  Kaalte. 
Although  the  time  is  so  short  since  sending  the  candidates' 
replies  to  my  brother  chemists,  I  have  already  received  five 
promises  and  only  one  refusal  in  the  whole  constituency. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Poole,  March  16.  H.  Ayre. 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Lanolin-and-Glycerin  Creams. 

In  the  first  issue  of  thi-"  year,  page  26,  we  printed  two 
prescriptions  from  Unguentum  which  we  reproduce  in  the 
first  column  here,  tho  e  in  the  second  beiDg  modifications 
which  produce  excellent  creams  tec.  art. : 

1.  1, 
Lanolin,  hydrosi 

Glycerin  

Amyli  

Hydrarg.    oleatis  (10 

per  cent.)   

Acidi  salicylici 
01.  rosoe   


5ii.i- 

Lanolin,  hydrosi 

5iij. 

5i'j. 

Glycer.  amyli  

5iv. 

5j. 

Amyli  ... 

5ss. 

Hydrarg.  oleat.  (10  per 

5j. 

cent.)   

5i- 

Acid,  salicylic. 

3j- 

q.s. 

01.  rosoe   

q.s. 

M.    Ft.  ung. 

M.S. A. 

2. 

2. 

Lanolini 

•••  oj. 

Lanolini   

Glycerin. 

...  5viss. 

Glyc.  amyli   

5j. 

Amyli  ... 

...  5iss. 

Amyli  

5s  6 

Acidi  salicylic. 

...  5j. 

Hydrarg.  oleat.  (20  per 

Liq.  picis  carb. 

-  5j. 

cent.) 

5ij 

Hydrarg.  oleatis 

(20 

Acid,  salicylic. 

5.i. 

per  cent.)  ... 

...  5ij. 

Liq.  picis  carb. 

5j. 

01.  ros.  geran. 

...  q.s. 

01.  ros.  gar.  ... 

q.s 

M.    Ft.  ung. 

M.S.A 

A  Butyl-chloral  Mixture. 

Sir, — What  is  the  best  way  of  making  a  decent  mixture 
of  the  subjoined?  We  have  tried  dissolving  the  butyl  chloral 
in  S  V  R.  and  in  glycerin,  but  a  nasty  deposit  is  formed 
almost  as  soon  as  the  two  solutions  are  mixed  ;  leaving  out 
the  acid  and  suspending  the  quinine  makes  a  good  miscible 
mixture,  but  what  is  wanted  is  a  clear  solution. 


M. 


Butyl,  chloral,  hydrat. 

S.V.R  

Tr.  gelsemii  

Quininae  sulphat. 

Acid,  sulph.  dil. 

Aq.  ad  


gr.  x, 

qs. 

rtixv. 

gr.  iiss. 

qs. 

5ss. 


Yours  faithfully, 

Nemo.  (39/13.) 

[A  clear  solution  cannot  be  made  of  this,  and  if  the  butyl  chloral 
hydrate  is  dissolved  in  spirit  it  forms  sooner  or  later  the 
alcoholate,  which  is  deposited  in  drops  when  added  to  water.  The 
best  plan  is  to  omit  the  spirit,  mix  the  powders  with  15  minims  of 
mucilage  and  J  dr.  of  water,  then  add  the  tincture  and  the  rest  of 
the  water.  The  prescriber's  permission  should  be  obtained  for  the 
chaDge.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Labels  to  be  marked  "Liable"  or  "Not  liable"  to  medicine 
stamo-duty  should  bs  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and 
with  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the 
marked  ones. 


73/68.  Erin. — Your  apprentice  having  voluntarily  broken 
the  contract,  you  are  not  legally  bouud  to  take  him  back. 

73/59  Country. — The  published  formula-number  may  be 
written  (or  printed)  on  labels. 

67/24.  E  W.  B. — Neither  the  nervine-essence  nor  the 
chemical-food  label  is  liable. 

57/51.  Gyppo. — If  cinchona-wine  contains  less  than  1  gr. 
of  alkaloids  per  ounce  a  wine-licence  is  necessary  to  sell  it. 


80/58.  Senex  puts  the  following  questions:  (1)  Throat- 
lozenges,  marte  from  vendor's  formula,  stamped  with  his 
name,  but  no  exclusive  claim  made.  Are  they  liable  to 
duty?  [No.]  (2)  Cough-lozenges,  manufacturer's  formula, 
only  active  ingredient  known  to  vendor,  but  stamped  with 
his  name.  Are  they  liable  ?  [Yes,  on  and  after  March  31 
if  sold  in  an  enclosure  as  cough-lozenges,  and  so  labelled, 
subject,  however,  to  the  provisions  of  Exemption  3.] 

79/67.  Liza. — You  cannot  throw  over  your  apprentice 
half-way  through  because  you  have  sold  your  business.  He 
is  entitled  to  decline  to  serve  the  rest  of  the  time  with  your 
successor,  and  to  be  compensated  by  you  if  you  do  not 
complete  your  pirt  of  the  bargain. 

79/14.  Caput. — (1)  A  single  powder  used  not  to  be  con 
sidered  dutiable,  but  it  is  now.  (2)  Teething  is  an  ailment' 
according  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  They  told  us  so, 
and  we  published  the  fact  last  November. 

73/66  Bamiema. — If  you  can  make  an  entire  drusr  into  a. 
pill  without  mixing  it  with  anytaing,  it  will  come  under 
Exemption  2.    See  G.  <5'  B .  Biary. 

81/6.  Query. — "Toothache-paste"  will  be  a  dutiab'e 
title  on  March  31.  You  at  present  advertise  one  as  "  un- 
surpassed for  decayed  teeth ;  destroys  the  nerve,  and  stops 
all  pain  instantly."  That  makes  your  paste  liable,  and  pre- 
vents you  enjoying  Exemption  3;  but  you  may  put  up,  say, 
"Toothache-jelly,  'Pharmaceutical  Formulas,'  No.  3,'  and 
recommend  it. 

81/42  IF.  A.—"  Tonic  pills  "  is  not  a  dutiable  title. 
Reference  to  the  index  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
Vol.  II.,  gives  such  information  at  a  glance. 

74/55.  R.  A.— "The  Unequalled  Ointment"  by  itself  is 
not  a  dutiable  title. 

75/5  Study — None  of  the  titles  is  liable.  See  index  of 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  Vol.  II. 

24/90.  Subs. — It  is  not  easy  to  suggest  a  non-dutiable 
title  tor  gout  and  rheumatic  pills,  the  composition  of  which 
is  unknown  to  us.  If  they  contain  colchicum,  you  might  call 
them  "  Compound  colchicum-pills.'' 

69/40  —  N  E  M. — Similar  cases  have  arisen,  and  the 
Board  have  been  satisfied  with  the  proof  of  qualification  of 
the  actual  owner. 

59/70.    IT.  A.  M.—  The  following  label  is  liable,  subject  to 
Exemption  3  : 

Children's  Nourishing- tonic 

Contains  the  Compound  Syrup  of  Phosphates,  combined 
with  the  Finest  Malt-extract. 

To  be  given  to  children  as  a  restorative  after  all  wasting 
diseases— Influenza,  Coughs,  Colds,  Bronchitis,  etc. 

The  italicized  portion  of  the  label  is  a  sufficient  disclosure. 

57/23.  Osmene. — An  "  off  "  wine-retailer  must  sell  in  pint 
or  quart  bottles  only,  and  less  than  2  gals,  or  one  dozen 
reputed  quarts  at  one  time.    See  our  Diary,  page  299. 

55/5.  S.  T.  LT. — (1)  It  is  not  proposed  to  amend  the 
Pharmacy  Act  so  as  to  prevent  unqualified  persons  selling 
drugs  which  are  not  poisons.  (2)  "  Medical  hall "  is  not 
protected  under  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

80/12.  Quinine.  —  Your  quinine  and-iron-tonic  label  is 
liable  (but  subject  to  Exemption  3),  as  it  says  "  purifies  .  .  . 
the  blood."    The  other  label  is  not  liable. 

81/11.  Enquirer. — (1)  There  are  nine  formulas  for  back- 
ache and  kidney  pills  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page 
128,  and  any  person  who  benefits  by  Exemption  3  may  sell 
any  of  them  unstamped  with  the  reference — e  g.,  "Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas,"  No.  3.  In  no  case  has  the  original  or 
first  vendor  of  any  of  the  nine  pills  made  them  liable  to 
stamp  duty  (2)  A  medicine  brought  under  Exemption  3 
by  dii-closure  may  be  recommended  as  beneficial  for  the  pre- 
vention, cure,  or  relief  of  human  ailments.  See  C.  S)  B. 
Biary,  pages  292-3  for  full  particulars. 
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77/35.  SpTimx.—A  salicylic  plaster  containing  40  per 
cent,  of  the  acid  is  not  an  entire  drug.  It  is  mixed  with 
60  per  cent,  of  something  else. 

80/33.  G.  R. — Your  lot  of  labels  has  been  received  as  a 
solid  mass,  which  has  taken  some  time  to  separate.  The 
only  one  liable  is  that  for  colocynth  or  Dr.  Gregory's  pills, 
which  is  brought  within  Exemption  3  by  adding  B.P. 
Do  you  expect  us  to  buy  a  bottle  of  Rimmel's  vinegar  in 
order  to  tell  whether  the  label  is  liable  or  not  ? 

77/49.  Sharp  Practice  got  a  carpenter  to  fix  a  wocden 
ceiling  to  an  outhouse  of  which  he  (S.  P.)  was  tenant. 
Before  he  (S.  P  )  paid  the  carpenter  the  latter  bought  the 
outhouse  from  the  landlord,  telling  him  (S.  P.)  he  would 
make  an  allowance.  S.  P.  has  since  paid  the  account  in 
full,  the  carpenter  declining  to  make  a  reduction.  Can  S.  P. 
recover  or  claim  the  material?  [He  cannot  get  the  ceiling, 
which  is  a  fixture  and  belongs  to  the  landlord.  He  can  get 
an  allowance  if  he  can  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  court 
that  the  carpenter  made  a  promise  ;  but  that  is  an  unlikely 
event.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

W*  enieavour  to  reply  promptly  ana  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  gtneral  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  i  nformatior 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

70/27.  G.  T.  D. — The  short  article  on  embalming  was 
given  in  the  C.  <5*  D.,  July  25,  1896.  That  number  is,  how- 
ever, out  of  print,  so  we  cannot  send  it  as  desired. 

1Z/3.  Ajax. — We  must  have  full  particulars  of  each 
sample  submitted  to  us  before  we  can  judge  whether  the 
report  of  an  analysis  is  likely  to  be  of  general  interest. 

68/24.  J.  I. — The  discoloration  of  the  water-glass  solu- 
tion can  be  neglected  as  far  as  the  egg-preserving  properties 
of  the  liquid  are  concerned. 

71/51.  Delta. — Teething-syrup,  to  be  rubbed  on  the 
infant's  gums — 

Tr.  liyoscyami         ...       ...       ...  5^8. 

Tr.  anthemidis    5j. 

Syrupi  anisi  ...       ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Glycerini   5'iss. 

M. 

"65/25.  Paraffin. — Your  inquiry  as  to  the  relative  quanti- 
ties of  oil  used  in  a  lamp  with  the  wick  turned  up  to  its 
fullest  capacity  and  only  half  turned  up,  and  which  you  are 
assured  consume  identically  the  same  quantity  of  oil  in  the 
same  time,  reminds  us  of  the  anecdote  of  Charles  II.  and  thn 
Royal  Society.  The  "  Merry  Monarch  "  asked  the  learned 
members  of  the  Society  why  it  is  that  there  is  no  increase 
in  the  weight  of  a  vessel  of  water  when  a  live  fish  is  put  in 
the  water  ?  The  question  was  fiercely  debated  without  a 
satisfactory  explanation  until  someone  suggested  that  the 
non-increase  in  weight  should  be  experimentally  shown,  arid 
then,  of  course,  it  dawned  on  the  members  that  they  were 
arguing  on  false  premises.  Is  not  it  the  same  in  your  case  ? 
At  least,  you  should  make  the  experiment  before  asking  us 
what  is  the  theory  involved. 

56/8.  B.  T.  IT. —  Medical  Preliminary  — The  pharma- 
ceutical Preliminary  examination  you  passed  is  of  no  avail 
for  registration  as  either  a  dental  or  medical  student.  Con- 
sult the  information  in  the  last  Educational  Number  of  the 
C.  $  D.  (August  15,  1903)  as  to  what  examinations  are 
acceptable. 

67/33  //.  G.— Gadd's  "  Synopsis  of  tli3  B.P."  is  published 
by  Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox,  at  Is. 

67/32.  Time.—  (1)  Consult  the  C.  £  D.  Diary,  1933,  for 
sciatica  specialists.  (2)  Book  on  Venereal  Diseases. — 
Hayden's  '•  Venereal  Diseases,"  7*.  6i.  (Kimpton). 

68(71.  Heron. — Gentian  has  no  such  action  on  the  uterus 
■of  cows,  as  your  customer  suggests.  It  is  probably  a  con- 
fusion of  ideas  on  the  customer's  part. 


66/55.  Salol. — Imitation  Ground  Glass. — If  the  Epsom- 
salts  method  is  unsuitable  you  should  use  either  (1)  a 
chloroform  solution  of  guttapercha,  (2)  a  photographic 
ground-glass  varnish,  or  (3)  daub  the  glass  over  with  a  pad 
made  by  tying  a  piece  of  putty  in  muslin. 

57/33.  Vermin — Parasiticide  for  Cattle.  —  It  is  not 
advisable  to  use  hydrarg.  perchlor.  for  this  purpose  when 
stavesacre,  tobacco,  or  soluble  creosote  answer  quite  as  well. 
Stavesacre  requires  to  be  used  in  the  proportion  of  §  lb.  to  a 
gallon  of  water  and  the  solution  well  brushed  into  the  coat 
of  the  animal  with  a  hard  brush.  See  also  "  Veterinary 
Counter-practice." 

66/33.  Basil. — (1)  Spoilt  Quinine-mixture. — The  only 
thing  we  c  in  suggest  to  restore  the  mixture  is  to  shake  it 
with  a  small  quantity  of  ferric  peroxide.  (2)  Charges  for 
Medical  Dispensing  — These  were  last  given  in  the 
C.  <$•  D.  Diary  for  1900,  page  274.  or  more  recently  in  the 
C.  4-  D.,  December  6,  1902,  page  957.  (3)  Thanks  for  your 
appreciative  remarks  about  the  C.  S). 

69/58.  A.  O — Fire-proofing  Cloth. — The  recognised 
method  is  to  soak  the  cloth  in  a  solution  of  sodium  tungstate. 
The  chief  difficulty  is  to  get  the  salt  well  into  the  fibre  of 
the  material.  One  method,  which  is  patented  (see  G.  D., 
May  31,  1902,  page  851),  is  by  precipitating  aluminium 
tungstate  in  the  fabric,  but  the  result  from  the  use  of 
sodium  tungstate  alone  is  quite  satisfactory  if  the  cloth  is 
not  washed. 

70/28.  Prevention. — Fumigation  with  sulphur  is  the  best 
method  of  disinfecting  a  room  that  has  baen  tenanted  by  a 
consumptive  person.  This  is  managed  by  burning  sulphur 
in  the  room,  taking  care  to  guard  against  risk  of  fire. 

70/73.  Delta. — Arabian  Oil. — Is  not  this  a  synonym  for 
tr.  myrrh,  co.  ?  Will  some  subscriber  correct  us  if  we  are 
wrong  ? 

61/11-  J-  M.  sends  us  an  order  which  he  lately  received 
for  "  1  oz.  morphia.  What  is  the  dose  for  sleeplessness?" 
The  note  was  from  a  board-school  teacher,  and  shows 
effectually  what  a  protection  the  Pharmacy  Acts  are  to  the 
the  public. 

65/68.  Pueritia. — Amber  with  a  suggestion  of  green  is 
the  correct  colour  of  camphorated  oil. 

73,39.  G.  A.  G.—  Books  on  Domestic  Medicine. — 
Thomson  &  Steele's  "  Dictionary  of  Domestic  Medicine," 
10s.  6i.  (Griffin);  Walter's  "The  Home  Doctor,"  2s.  6d. 
(Sonnenschein)  ;  Cassell's  "  Family  Physician,"  21«. 
(Cassell). 

63/51.  A.  P. — Instruction  in  Befraction. — See  reply  to 
"  B.  B."  (72/28). 

72/28.  R.  B  —  Optical  Instruction— Refer  to  C.  %  D., 
February  13,  page  282.  The  new  syllabus  of  the  Speciacle- 
makcrs'  Company  is  now  to  be  had,  and  will  give  you  the 
particulars  of  the  new  examination  in  sight-testing. 

65  32.  J.  H.  W. — A  strong  ammoniacal  solution  of  pyro- 
gallol  is  a  suitable  dye  for  the  dog's  tail.  Silver  nitrate 
solution  would  not  bs  so  suit  tble,  as  the  animal  would 
probably  lick  off  the  dye.  Phenylenediamine  solution, 
followed  by  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  is  effectual,  but  is  apt  to 
cause  an  eczema  of  the  skin. 

70/71.  HamameUs. — The  answers  to  your  queries  had  to 
be  held  over  owing  to  pressure  of  space.  The  number  of 
"  Winter  Session "  reports  we  have  published  promise  to 
make  a  record  this  year. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


81/21.    Who  are  the  makers  of  Mould's  golden  lotion  ? 
16/3.   As  to  a  smoking-p;pe  for  use  against  sea-sickness. 
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KOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  March  17. 

AT  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  there  was  a  dull  tone 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  goods  was  bought  in. 
Cape  aloes  declined  by  about  2s.  6:1.,  and  Curacao  sold  at 
steady  prices.  Sumatra  benzoin  was  quiet,  but  firmly  held  ; 
while  for  buchu-leaves  no  demand  was  shown.  Cardamoms 
met  with  good  competition,  and  prices  advanced  Id.  to  27. 
per  lb.  Ipecacuanha  was  quiet  in  auction,  but  privately 
there  has  been  a  large  business  in  Rio  at  again  dearer  rates. 
Rhubarb  sold  at  full  prices  ;  and  grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla 
was  firmly  held.  Outside  of  the  drug-auctions  tV^e  principal 
alteration  has  been  an  advance  in  quinine  by  one  German 
maker,  consequent  on  the  small  bark- shipments.  Hypo- 
phosphites  have  advanced  27.  to  3i.  per  lb.  Cod-liver  oil 
has  been  in  more  demand,  and  price  3  of  Norwegian  have 
risen  considerably.  Senega  is  rather  lower  ;  and  cannabis 
indica  is  dearer.  A  meeting  of  the  Glycerin  Convention  was 
held  this  week,  but  it  was  agreed  to  make  no  alteration  in 
the  chemically  pure.  At  the  small  cinchona-sale  held  on 
Tuesday  prices  were  steady,  and  the  unit  remained  unaltered. 
The  subjoined  table  shows  the  principal  alterations  of  the 
week : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cannabis 

Quinine 

Potashes 

Aloes,  Cape 

indica 

Soda  nitrate 

Balsam  co- 

Cardamoms 

paiba  (Mar.) 

Hypophos- 

Gmger 

phites 

Senega 

lodol 

Wax,  Japanese 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Wax,  paraffin 

ACIDS  — -The  stronger  position  of  galls  generally  tends  to 
make  the  prices  of  gallic,  tannic,  and  pyrugallic  acids  film. 
Gallia  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  Qhi.  to  1*.  97.  per  lb.,  according 
to  quantify,  and  Tannic-  B.P.  at  1*.  9d.  Pyrogallic  is  obtain- 
able at  7s.  per  lb. 

Caltjmba. — There  is  a  scarcity  of  medium  quality,  but 
common  grades  offer  cheaply.  Washed  medium  has  been 
sold  at  37-.  67.  per  cwt. 

Camphor — English  refiners  are  still  holding  out  for  full 
prices,  quoting  4s.  3.7.  per  lb.  for  small  quantities  of  bells. 
Some  second-hand  holders,  however,  seem  rather  anxious  for 
business,  and  quote  several  pence  below  this  figure.  From 
Hamburg  330s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  London,  has  been  quoted  this 
week  for  German  bells,  and  in  Japanese  tablets  business  has 
been  done  at  3>\  47.  per  lb.  net  on  the  spot  for  £  oz.  In 
auction  several  parcels  of  Japanese  tablets,  assorted  sizes, 
were  bought  in  at  3s  67. 

According  to  statistics  which  have  been  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  the  exports  from  Japan  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  were  as  follows  : 

1901                1902  1903 

Kin                     4,165,757         3,953,211  3,985,364 

Yen                    3,905,000         3,405,000  3,538,000 

[Kin  =  1-3  lbs.  Yen  =  2s.  0^7.] 

Cannabis  Indica  has  advanced  37.  per  lb.,  4s  37.  being 
mow  the  price  to  buy. 


Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  the  moderate  quantity 
of  1,173  packages  were  offered,  of  which  rather  more  than 
half  were  sold  at  previous  London  sales  rates,  the  average 
unit  being  1|7.  per  lb.  The  bark  contained  about  2  000 
kilos,  quinine. 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark 
purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : 

Lbs. 

The  American  and  Italian  factories    35,203 

The  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories    23,063 

The  Brunswick  factory   11,275 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons    7,112 

The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories  ...  1,470 
Druggists,  &c  10,867 


Total  quantity  sold 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn 


...  93,990 
...  89,461 

...  183,451 


Total  quantity  offered 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  bark  offered  and 
sold : 

Packages  Packages 
Offered  Sold 
South  American  cinchona  ...       ...     448  of  which  225 

East  Indian  cinchona    377        „  175 

African  cinchona      ...       ...       ...      169         „  149 

Java  cinchona    152         „  74 

Ceylon  cinchona    32        „  27 

1,178  650 

The  prices  paid  were  as  follows  : 

Ceylon.  — Succirubra  red  chips  and  shavings,  2J7.  to  2%d. 
Hybrid  quilly  chips,  3^7. 

East  Indian. —  Natural  stem  chips  and  shavings,  31(7.  to  3,^7.  ; 
branch,  2^7.  Officinalis,  fair  stem  chips,  partly  renewed,  3^7.  to 
47.  ;  good  branch,  47  ;  fair  quill,  5|7.  Ledgeriana,  stem  chips, 
5£7. ;  chips  and  branch,  3^7.  per  lb. 

Java. — Ledgeriana  branch,  8^1.  Succirubra  root  at  l\d.  to 
857. ;  good  Ledgeriana  branch  8|7. ;  Hybrid  branch,  5^7.  to  6|7.  ; 
ordinary  Binall  chip9,  2|7. 

African. — Fair  quill,  57.  to  5J7. ;  and  broken,  4^7.  to  4|7. 

South  American.  —  Bolivian  cultivated  quill,  5§7.  to  6£7.  ; 
good,  7£7. ;  rich,  9^7. ;  broken  quill,  5^7.  to  5^d. ;  and  flat,  Is.  37. 
per  lb. 

The  exports  from  Java  during  the  fir.^t  half  of  March 
amounted  to  172  OOO  Amsterdam  lbs.,  against  616.000  Am- 
sterdam lbs.  last  year,  and  365  000  Amsterdam  lbs.  in  1902. 
During  the  nine  months  ending  December,  1903  the  exports 
from  British  India  amounted  to  841,259  lbs.,  against 
1,193,700  lbs.  and  1  193,382  lbs.  during  the  corresponding 
periods  of  1902  and  1901  respectively. 

Gambier. — Small  sales  of  Cubes  have  bean  made  at  36 s. 
per  cws. 

Gamboge. — For  good  Siam  pipe  up  to  151.  10s.  per  cwt. 
has  b^en  paid,  and  for  pickings  there  has  been  a  good 
demand.     Stock  in  first  hands  is  now  much  reduced. 

Glycerin. — A  meeting  of  the  Glycerin  Association  was 
held  in  London  on  Tuesday  batitwas  resolve!  that  no  altera- 
tion should  be  made  in  the  price  of  chemically  pure. 

Hypophosphites  have  advanced  about  21.  to  3d.  per  lb  , 
owing  to  an  understanding  having  been  arrived  at  between 
British  and  foreign  manutacturers,  who,  it  is  said,  are  to 
confine  their  business  to  their  respective  countries.  The 
bottom  price  for  lime  is  now  Is.  Id.,  net,  and  sodium  and 
potassium  Is.  97  per  lb.,  net. 

IODOL. — The  price  has  baen  advanced  by  abDut  5s.  67. 
per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod  liver. — Much  dearer.  A  sudden  demand  has 
sprung  up  this  week,  and  the  market  has  advance  1  almost 
daily.  A  fair  business  has  been  done  at  from  230s.  to  250s. 
per  barrel,  c  i.f.,  for  new  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil  for 
prompt  shipment,  and  the  market;  closes  with  a  strong 
upward  tendtney.  It  is  said  that  speculators  in  Norway 
who  forced  prices  down  have  now  been  compelled  to  cover 
their  requirements.  The  advance  also  appears  to  have  been 
due  to  the  poor  result  of  the  Lofoten  fishing,  and  to  the  fact 
that  stocks  in  wholesalers'  hands  arc  very  low.  Newfoundland 
non-freezing  oil  is  qu  >ted  at  230s  per  barrel  on  the  spot. 
Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  March  12  that  owing  t) 
the  continued  poor  fishing  at  the  Lofotens,  and  especially  at 
Sondmore,  considerably  more  interest  ha^  been  shown  111  the 
cod-livtr  oil  market,  and  with  an  improvement  in  the  demand 
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the  lowest  price  is  now  220s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  finest  new 
non-congealing  oil.  (See  our  cablegram  for  to-dav's  price.) 
The  experts  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  368  barrels, 
against,  669  barrels  at-,  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

Writing  further  on  March  14,  our  Bergen  correspondent  states 
that  the  report  from  Lofoten  is  still  disheartening,  and  no  sign  of 
improvement  is  to  be  noted;  from  Aalesund  there  is  to  day  a 
report  of  improved  fishing.  In  the  coming  fortnight  it  will  be 
decided  whether  we  shall  have  a  total  production  of  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  thousand  barrels  of  cod-liver  oil.  The  present  situation 
gives  no  hope  of  more  than  fifteen  thousand,  and  my  opinion  is  that 
the  present  figures  of  210s.  to  220s.  are  still  inviting  to  speculation. 
[The  price  has  since  advanced  to  250s.— Ed  ] 

As  formerly  reported  the  quality  of  the  new  oil  is  much_better 
than  that  of  last  year's. 

Oil,  Olive. — A  report  from  Messina  dated  February  29 
states  that  the  market  remains  firm  in  spite  of  the  absence 
of  export  orders.  The  home  consumption  is  absorbing 
arrivals  and  prevents  prices  from  declining.  The  greater 
part  of  the  olives  are  being  pressed  for  eatmg  oil.  Yellow 
Messina  is  quoted  30Z  5s.,  greenish  29/  15s  ,  burning  Russia 
32/.  10s.,  Gallipoli  30/.,  choice  ditto  30/.  15s.  per  tun,  f.o.b. 

Oil,  Wood. — Hankow  for  shipment  is  quoted  26s.  to  23s  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Oils,  Essential. — Lemomrass  oil  continues  in  small 
supply,  holders  asking  from  8d.  to  8|rZ.  per  oz.  Citronelli 
oil  is  steady  at  from  Is  Id  to  Is  2i.  per  lb.  Small  sales  of 
Star- aniseed  oil  have  been  made  at  5s.  3d.  spot,  and  70  to  75 
per  cent.  c.a.  Cassia  oil  has  been  sold  at  2s.  10d.,  ci.f.  Sas- 
safras oil  in  cases  to  arrive  is  quoted  at  2s  9d.  per  lb.  for 
genuine.  Wintergreen  oil,  in  tins,  is  offered  at  6s.  9d. 
per  lb. 

Olibanum. — Small  sales  of  good  pale  medium  and  small 
drop  have  been  made  at  49s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. —In  Turkey  descriptions  no  business  has  been 
clone,  although  there  is  some  pressure  to  sell.  Persian  is 
firmly  held  at  12s.  per  lb. 

Smyena,  March  5. — Another  active  week  has  pissed,  and 
several  buyers  have  been  eager  to  fulfil  their  requirements. 
Sellers  have  shown  rather  more  reserve,  and  the  market  has 
exhibited  a  firmer  tone.  In  one  or  two  instances  2d.  par  lb.  more 
has  been  paid  for  particular  grades.  As  stated  in  our  last  report, 
we  have  surely  reached  the  lowest  prices,  and  with  the  present 
firmness  and  large  demand  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  see 
higher  prices  established  again.  The  sales  for  the  week  amount 
to  159  cases,  and  include  65  ca;es  current  tale  quale,  at  the 
equivalent  of  from  6s.  llrZ.  to  7s.  2d. ;  26  cases  Karahissar  tale 
quale,  at  7s.  lit/. ;  30  cases  choice  Karahissar,  at  7s.  6<Z. ;  and  38 
cases  current  Yerli,  at  7s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The  market  closes 
firm,  with  buyers,  and  the  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount 
to  1,892  cases,  against  4,d40  cases  at  the  same  time  last  year. 
The  supply  of  choice  quality  is  becoming  scarcer  every  day  on 
the  Smyrna  market.  Reports  concerning  the  new  crop  continue 
satisfactory  in  consequence  of  the  cessation  of  rains. 

Smyrna,  March  11. — The  market  is  steady  at  last  week's 
prices.  Buyers,  however,  not  having  given  way,  it  may  be 
possible  that  in  a  week  or  ten  days  the  market  will  find  its  proper 
level.  We  do  not  mean  by  this  that  we  expect  any  further 
decline,  but  what  we  hope  for  is  that  sellers  will  be  easier  to  deal 
with  and  more  disposed  to  sell  at  present  low  limits.  The  sales 
this  week  amount  to  only  19  cases. 

Potashes. — Still  tending  easier,  at  38s.  for  first  American 
and  39s.  for  Montreal. 

Potassium  Iodide. — A  parcel  of  Japanese  has  been  sold 
for  March-April  shipment  at  9s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Quicksilver. — The  s.s.  Goya  from  Seville  has  arrived 
with  5,000  flasks. 

Quinine. — The  small  bark-shipments  from  Java  for  the 
first  half  of  the  month  have  imparted  a  firmer  tone  to  the 
second-hand  market,  and  on  Monday  small  sales  of  B.  &  S. 
and  or  Brunswick  were  made  on  the  spot  at  from  \\\d.  to 
ll|cZ ,  and  July  at  Is.  ;  and  since  then  prices  have  been  firm, 
aknough  no  business  of  importance  has  been  done,  sellers 
quoting  tpot  at  Is.  On  Wednesday  the  B.  &  S.  factory 
advanced  their  price  by  \d.  to  Is.  Id.,  but  Brunswick  is 
unaltered. 

The  exports  from  Germany  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  were  as  follows  : 


Seeds. — Dutch  Caraways  are  quoted  20s.  Qd.  to  21s.  Qd. 
p?r  cwt.  for  common  to  fair.  Canzry  quiet  at  62s.  Qd  per 
quarter  for  Turkish,  and  67s.  for  Mazigan  ;  Spanish  is  selling 
at  82s  Qd.  Coriander  slow  at  14s.  6^.  per  cwt.  Fenugreek 
is  still  quoted  9s  p-rcwt,but  sales  are  small.  Linseed  is 
difficult  of  sale  at  36s.  to  40s.  psr  quarter  for  good  to  fine. 

Senega. — There  are  sellers  at  3s.  per  lb.  net. 

Shellac. — Owing  to  the  higher  prices  cabled  from 
Calcutta,  the  market  for  futures  has  advanced  considerably, 
but  business  has  been  restricted  owing  to  few  sellers.  The 
sales  include  March  delivery  at  from  204s.  to  207s  ,  May  at 
from  198s.  to  202?..  July  at  from  199s.  to  199s.  6d.,  August  at 
from  196s  Qd.  to  200s.,  and  October  195s.  per  cwt.  A  quiet 
market  has  ruled  on  the  spot,  with  sales  of  Second  Orange 
TN  at  full  rites,  including  fair  to  good  TN  Orange  at  from 
204s.  to  208s.  per  cwt. 

Soy — Business  has  been  done  at  Is.  8.1.  per  gal.,  duty- 
paid,  for  a  good  brand. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Prices  are  firmly  maintained  at  from 
62s  Qi.  to  65s.  per  cwc  for  finest  American  powder. 

Sulphur. — A  Messina  report,  dated  February  29,  states 
that  quotations  are  Is.  lower,  owing  to  the  rise  ia  exchange, 
but  as  the  monopoly  slightly  increased  prices  th  -re  is  prac- 
tically now  no  difference.  Sulphur  from  outsiders  is  offering 
in  small  quantities  only,  but  they  have  little  influence  on  the 
market.  The  exports  in  January  were  39,455  tons  gainst 
33,508  tons  in  1903.  The  stocks  no  jv  amount  to  352,265  tons, 
against  346  200  tons  in  1903 


London  Drug-auctions. 

Owing  to  the  intervening  Easter  holidays,  the  next  sales  ivill 
take  place  a  month  hence  —April  14. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  : 


Offered 

Aloes — 

Cape    43  .. 

Curacao    97  .. 

Socotrine    10  .. 

Zanzibar    11  .. 

Angostura-bark  ...  2  .. 

Aniseed   41  .. 

Annatto-seed    55  .. 

Asafetida    68  .., 

Balsam  - 

Copaiba   12  .. 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    5  .. 

Sumatra    136 

Boldo-leaves   1  .. 

Buchu    38  .. 

Camphor — ■ 

refined    80  .. 

Canella  alba   3  .. 

Cannabis  indica  ...  5  .. 

Cardamoms    331  .. 

Castorum   2  .. 

Cloves    3^.. 

Coca-leaves    36  .. 

Colocynth   25  .. 

Cubebs    40  .. 

Cumin-seed    24  .. 

CuHle-fish  bone  ...  16  .. 

Dragons-blood   14  .. 

Elaterium   1  .. 

Ergot   12  .. 

Galangal    51  .. 

Galls 


Kilos. 
Marks 


1901 
195,400 
8,207,000 


1902 
232,200 
8,359,000 


1903 
197,000 
7,092,000 


Ginger    3  .. 

Gum  acacia    24  .. 

Honey — • 

Californian    10  .. 

Cuban    2  .. 

Honolulu    150  ... 

Jamaica   42  ... 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   20  .. 

Minas   20  .. 

Rio  ( Matto  Grosso)  45  .. 

Jalap   35  .. 

Kino    1  •• 

Lemon-juice   25  .. 

Lime-juice    8  .. 


Sold 
39 

11 

0 

.  «. 

0 
0 


*5 
13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'2 

198 
0 
0 
14 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
4 
0 
7 
0 
5 

10 

2 
0 
0 

^0 
,  13 
,  4 
,  25 
1 
0 
8 

Sold 


Offered  Sold 

Liquorice-root    7  ...  0 

Manaca-root   9  ...  0 

Menthol    11  ...  0 

Musk — 

seed    2  ...  0 

Myrrh    20  ...  20 

Nux  vomica   100  ...  100 

Oil- 
anise,  star   10  ...  10 

cananga   12  ...  0 

clove    1  ...  0 

cod-liver  (Newf.)  2  ...  0 

eucalyptus    47  ...  0 

lime   1  ...  1 

patchouli    2  ...  0 

peppermint    45  ...  10 

wood    69  ...  0 

Olibanum   24  ...  24- 

Orange-peel  .   18  ...  0 

Qua-sia-wood(tons)  25  ...  0 

Quillaia   150  ...  0 

Rhatany    8  ...  0 

Rhubarb    16  ...  16 

English   20  ...  20 

Saffrou    5  ...  0 

Saraaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica  ...  13  ...  4 

Guayaquil    9  ...  9 

Mexican   1  ...  1 

Scammony-root  ...  75  ...  0 

Seedlac   70  ...  70 

Senega    16  ...  0 

Senna— 

Alex   3  ...  0 

Mecca    39  ...  0 

Tinnevelly    191  ...  191 

Slippery-elm  bark  2  ...  0 

Soy   30  ...  0 

Sticklac   4  ...  0 

Tamarinds    50  ...  0 

Tonka-beans   2  ...  0 

Turmeric    134  ...  0 

Wax  (bees')— 

East  Indian   40  ...  0 

Jamaica    4  ...  0 

Zanzibar    54  ...  54 

Wax  vegetable  (Jap.) {14  ...  14 

Zedoary-root   16  ...  0 

privitely. 
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Aloes. — Cape  were  ab  >ut  2<j.  per  cwt.  lower,  fair  to  good 
bright  hard  selling  at  from  30s.  Qd.  to  31.?.,  slightly  drossy  and 
dull  at  27.s'.  to  29s.,  an<i  common  drossy  23..-.  Eleven  cases 
of  low  black  skinny  Zanzibar  sold  at  35s.  per  cwt. ;  and  of 
Curacao  97  cases  were  shown,  and  partly  sold,  including 
good  bright  liver  at  38s.,  lair  ditto  35s.  to  35s.  Qd.,  slightly 
Dullish  33s.  to  34s,  mixed  black  capey,  turning  livery, 
19s.  Qd.  to  21s.  per  cwt.  For  good  stiff  pasty  Socotrine,  in 
kegs,  70s.  was  wanted. 

.  Aniseed. — Common  Russian  sold  without  reserve  at  18s. ; 
fair  is  selling  privately  at  19s.  per  cwt. 

Asafetida. — A  new  arrival  was  offered,  but  the  quality 
consisted  of  common  brown  stony  block,  which  was  bought 
in  at.  from  35s.  to  45s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Bright  pale  Para  from  Liverpool  was 
held  at  Is.  Qd  ,  cloudy  and  reddish  selling  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 
Five  casks  of  cloudy  Maranham  sold  at  from  Is.  5d.  to 
Is.  Qd.,  being  lower. 

Benzoin. — Firm.  Good  almondy  Sumatra  seconds  sold  at 
11.  5s  ,  and  fair  at  Q'.  per  cwt.,  subject.  Five  packages  of 
Palembang  had  been  sold  privately. 

Cardamoms. — In  fair  demand,  at  an  advance  of  Id.  to 
2d.  per  lb.,  the  following  prires  being  paid  :  Ceylon-Mysore, 
extra  bold  pale,  picked,  2s  Id. ;  good  bold  pale,  long,  2s  to 
2*.  3d. ;  medium  to  bold  pale,  Is.  8d.  to  Is  9d. ;  good 
medium  pale,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5d.  ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  to 
Is  2d. ;  peas,  8}2d.  to  10\d  ;  brown  and  split  and  pickings, 
8%d  to  lOd.  Seeds,  lOd.  to  Is.  Mangalore,  good  round  pale, 
partly  split,  were  limited  at  2s.  3i. 

Coca-leaves. — Fourteen  cases  fair  to  good  greenish 
Ceylon  sold  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  3d.,  and  brownish  at  lOhd. 
Twenty-two  bales  of  thin  greenish  Truxillo  character  were 
bought  in.    Privately  Truxillo  leaves  are  quoted  lid  per  lb. 

Cubebs. — Fair  quality  is  obtainable  at  35s.,  at  which 
business  has  recently  been  done. 

Cumin-seed.— M these  seed  was  limited  at  30s.,  and 
privately  Mogador  is  quoted  27s.,  and  Maltese  30s.  to  32s. 

Dragon's-blood  —Two  cases  of  fair  lump  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  51.  15s.  to  5/.  17s.  6i„  being  fully  steady. 
Eight  cases  of  common  of  doubtful  character  offered  without 
reserve,  but  no  bid  was  foithcoming. 

Ergot. — Twelve  bags  of  Russian  sold  without  reserve  at 
Is.  Qd  per  lb.  for  dull  greyish.  Privately  holders  ask  from 
Is.  6d.  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb. 

Honey.— Two  barrels  Cuban  sold  at  17s.,  and  10  cases 
thick  brown  liquid  Cdifornian  at  28s.  61.,  without  reserve. 

Ipecacuanha  —During  the  past  fortn-'ght  there  has  been 
an  unprecedented  demand  for  ipecacuanha,  and  over  200 
bales,  mo-tly  Rio,  have  left  the  warehouses,  mostly  for  the 
United  States.  The  demand  is,  t'lerefore,  a  consumptive 
one  and  not  speculative.  By  these  deliveries  the  stocks  now 
left  in  the  warehouses  are  considerably  depleted,  being  about 
370  p  ckages  only,  mostly  Rio  (Matto  Grosso).  Previous  to 
the  auction  5s.  3d.  had  been  paid  for  very  wirey  Rio  and 
5s  Qkd.  for  good  from  second-hands,  and  for  Cartagena 
5s  3d  was  asked.  In  auction  there  was  a  fair  demand,  the 
tendency  being,  perhai  s,  a  shade  easier  than  the  prices  paid 
privately.  Good  plump  Rio  (Matto  Grosso),  of  which  little 
was  offered,  sold  at  5s.  4eZ ,  or  Id.  over  the  prices  paid 
privately ;  dull  wirey  and  partly  mouldy  at  from  4s.  lid  to 
5s.  About  13  bales  of  Minas  sold  at  5s  per  lb.  all  round  for 
fair  clean  cultivated.  Of  Cartagena,  20  bales  of  dull  grey 
were  offered  and  bought  in  at  5s.  3d. ;  sales  have  been  made 
privately  at  5s. 

Jalap. — A  parcel  of  25  bags  small  to  bold  mixed  tuber 
rather  wormy,  sold,  without  reserve,  at  4| d  per  lb.  For  fair 
sound  5|rf.  was  wanted,  a  bid  of  5d  being  refused.  Privately 
5^d.  per  lb.,  net,  is  quoted  on  the  spot. 

Kino. — A  case  of  good  black  sold,  without  reserve,  at  5d. 
par  lb. 

Myrrh.— Sold  at  firm  rates.  20  bales  of  fair  blocky  and 
dusty  Auen  sorts  realising  92s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Nux  Vomica.— Medium  to  bold  good  bright  Cochin  sold 
(at  from  10s  to  10s.  6  I.  per  cwt.,  and  47  packages  ordinary 
dark  Calcutta  seed  told  at  6s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 


Oils,  Essential. — Ten  cases  of  Chinese  Star- aniseed  oil 
sold  without  reserve  at  5s.  2d.  per  lb.  Twelve  cases  of  fine 
Cananga  oil  from  Batavia  were  bought  in  at  10s.  Qd.  Ten 
cases  of  Japanese  dementholised  Peppermint  oil  were 
offered  with  all  faults,  on  account  of  the  underwriters, 
without  reserve,  and  sold  at  6s.  Unworked  Yazawa  and 
Suzuki  was  limited  at  6s.  Q  l.  Five  cases  of  McKesson  & 
Robbins'  "  Wayne  County  "  oil  were  limited  at  12s.  net.  A 
case  of  West  Indian  distilled  Lime  oil  sold  at  Is.  8d. 

Rhatany. — For  a  new  parcel  of  fair  Peruvian  Id.  per  lb. 
was  wanted — gross  for  net,  no  discount. 

Rhubarb. — Firm ;  10  cases  of  small  to  bold  flit  High- 
dried  good  even  pinky  and  greyish  fracture  sold  at  Is.  Id. 
Four  cases  of  good  bold  flat  Shensi  had  been  sold  privately, 
and  two  cases  of  good  Shensi  pickings  sold  at  Is.  Id.  subject. 
Twenty  bags  of  English  sold  without  reserve  at  from  3§fl!.  to 
Qd.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Fair  sound  grey  Jamaica  was  held  at 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  a  few  bales  of  slightly  coarse  sold  at  Is. ; 
21  bales  of  fair  Guayaquil  sold  at,  10d.  to  10^d.,  and  a  bale 
of  Mexican  sold  with  all  faults  at  Q^d. 

Senna. — Considering  the  common  quality  offered,  full  to 
rather  dearer  prices  were  paid  for  Tinnevelly,  common  to 
medium  brown  yellowish  leaf  selling  at  from  l%d.  to  2d.,  and 
pods  at  ljjVZ.  to  2d.  per  lb. 

Tamarinds. — Fair  black  Calcutta  pulp  was  bought  in  at 
10s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees'. — In  demand.  Good  even  brown  Zanzibar  sold 
at  11.  per  cwt.,  as  also  did  good  pale  yellow  to  dark  rolls, 
with  commoner  and  darker  at  61.  7s.  Qd.  For  good  red, 
part  wormy,  Mombassa  a  bid  of  Ql.  17s.  Qd.  was  refused. 
Jamaiciwas  in  small  supply,  11  5s.  being  wanted  for  greyish- 
brown.  Privately  good  East  India  unbleached  has  been 
sold  at  51  15s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japanese  — Ten  cases  of  yellowish  squares  sold 
without  reserve  at  65s ,  and  good  pale  at  66s.  per  cwt. 

The  exports  from  Japan  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  were  as  follows  : 

1901  1902  1903 

Km   4,049,300       4,216,000  3,521,400 

Yen   610,000         790,000  1,061,000 

[Kin  =  1-3  lbs.    Yen  =  2s.  0|d.] 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  March  16  :— The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norway  (including  the  winter  fishing)  now  amounts  to 
10,874,000  yielding  3  873  barrels  of  oil.  At  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1903  the  catch  was  3  724,000.  and  the  yield 
782  barrels,  and  in  1902  the  catch  was  16,308  000  and  the 
yield  9  615  barrels.  Although  the  weather  continues  favour- 
able, the  fishery  has  proved  "  utterly  miserable."  The  price 
of  finest  non-congealing  oil  has  advanced  to  250s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  Bergen,  and  the  market  closes  with  a  further  upward 
tendency. 

Hamburg,  March  17 : — Refined  camphor  is  quiet,  at  700m. 
American  HGH  oil  of  peppermint  is  quoted  14im.  per  lb. 
Cod-liver  oil  and  albumen  are  firmer. 

New  York,  March  17:— Market  here  is  active.  Opium 
is  slow  of  sale  at  $2  85  per  lb.  in  single  cases.  Quinine  has 
advanced  to  25c.  per  oz.  Cascara  sagrada  shows  an  easier 
feeling,  17c.  per  lb.  being  quoted  for  new  bark.  Refined 
camphor  is  scarce  at  93c  per  lb.  Balsam  of  copaiba  is  easy 
at  33 ;.  per  lb.,  and  menthol  is  quiet,  at  $5  85  American 
HGH  oil  of  peppermint  is  sirongly  held  at  $3  25.  Both  Rio 
and  Cartagena  ipecacuanha  are  firmer  at  $130  and  $125 
per  lb.  respectively. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  continued  steady  demand  for  main  and  miscellaneous 
products  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  at  all  the  main  centres. 
The  trade,  of  course,  is  not  by  any  means  what  it  might  be  or 
what  could  be  wished,  but  all  things  taken  into  consideration  it  is 
very  fair.    Values  all  round  remain  steady  at  recent  figures. 

Alkali  Produce. —  Caustic  soda  is  moving  rather  better  at 
unalt  red  rates.  Bleaching-powder  steady.  Ammonia  alkali 
continues  to  maintain  a  strong  tone  both  as  regards  demand  and 
value.  Soda-crystals  are  moving  well,  and  the  home-product  is 
steadily  displacing  the  inferior  foreign  make.    Saltcake  is  in  good 
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request  and  value  well  maintained  at  about  32s.  6d.  per  ton,  in 
bulk,  free  on  rails. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  shows  little  change.  Demand  is  rather 
quiet,  and  not  much  of  importance  is  being  done  for  forward. 
Nearest  quotations :  Beckton,  12?.  16s.  3d. ;  Beckton  terms, 
121.  12s.  6d.\  London,  121.  12 s.  6d.  to  12Z.  13s.  9d.  ;  Leith, 
121.  lis.  id.  to  12Z.  12s.  6d. ;  and  Hull,  121.  10s.  to  121.  lis.  3d. 

Sulphocyanides  are  in  quiet  demand  only,  at  unchanged 
figures  :  Potassium,  l$d.  tol^d.  per  lb  ;  ammonium,  95-per-cent. 
6\d.  to  6|d.  per  lb. ;  and  barium,  95- per  cent.,  3£d.  to  Z%d.  per  lb., 

Calcium  Chloride  in  steady  request,  at  57s.  6d.  to  60s.  per  ton, 
f.o.b. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime  is  moving  better,  and  value  has 
advanced  to  bl.  to  bl.  5s.  per  ton,  c.i.f. 

Benzols  are  very  dull,  at  nominally  unchanged  figures  of  10<£. 
to  10^d.  per  gal.  for  90-per  cent.,  and  Id.  to  7Jd.  per  gal.  for  50- 
per  cent  Aniline  oil  and  salts  continue  to  move  fairly  well,  at  4|d, 
and  4g(Z.  per.  lb.  respectively. 

Pearl-hardening  is  in  somewhat  increased  demand,  at  60s.  to 
65s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b.,  in  UBuai  casks. 

Zinc  Salts  are  moving  moderately  well.  Zinc-sulphate 
crystals,  6/.  to  61.  5s.  per  ton.  Zinc-chloride  solution,  103°  Tw., 
61.  10s.  to  61. 15s.  per  toa. 

Liverpool  Drug= market. 

Liverpool,  Marclb  16. 

Canary-seed. — One  hundred  bags  have  been  sold  at  60s.  per 
quarter ;  sellers  now  ask  62s.  6d. 

Castor  Oil  is  un.  hanged  on  the  spot  at  2\d.  per  lb.  for  good 
seconds  Calcutta.  For  shipment,  price  is  rat'ier  firmer  at  Zfgd. 
per  lb.  to  the  end  of  June.  Frst  pressure  French  remains 
unaltered  at  2§<Z.  on  the  spot,  at  which  retail  sales  have  been 
made. 

Chillies.— Fifty-five  bags  of  Sierra  Leone  have  been  sold  at 
42s.  6rf.  per  cwt. 

Guinea  Grains. — Small  sales,  have  been  made  in  store  at  45s. 
per  cwt. 

Honey  (Chilian).— Sales  of  Pile  1  have  been  made  at  22s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  in  store. 

Irish  Moss. — Further  sales  of  common  have  been  made  at  23s. 
per  cwt.,  in  store. 

Jaborandi-leaves. — Sales  have  been  made  of  small  leaf  at  9(7. 
per  lb. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  keeps  very  steady  at  21Z.  5s.  per  ton. 

Wax  (CarnaubaJ  — Continues  steady,  sales  of  yellow  having 
been  made  at  114s.  per  cwt ,  and  grey  at  107s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Wax  (Paraffin  .—Makers  have  now  advanced  their  price  to 
4T3B(i  per  lb.  for  130°,  and  other  grades  in  proportion.  It  is 
expected  that  these  prices  will  be  maintained  during  the  next  few 
months,  and  may  possibly  advance. 

American  Drug-market. 

New  York,  March  8. 

Business  generally  is  of  fair  volume  with  an  absence  of  specu- 
lative movements.  Interest  is  chiefly  centred  in  products 
affected  by  tlie  war  in  the  Far  East. 

Aloes.— Curacao  has  sold  at  3|c  ,  but  there  is  little  doing  in 
this  article. 

Beeswax  is  quiet,  but  firm,  with  31c.  asked  for  crude  yellow. 

Aniseed  Oil  is  tending  upward,  and  $1.30  is  generally  asked, 
though  $1.25  will  buy. 

Camphor. — Stocks  are  steadily  diminishing,  and  refiners  state 
that  chey  will  have  to  shut  down  in  a  few  months  unless  supplies 
are  forthcoming.    Values  are  strong  at  9jc.  in  barrels. 

Cantharides.— Russian  are  firm  at  75c. 

Carbolic  Acid  is  firm  at  14c,  with  some  dealers  asking  14gc. 

Cascara  Sagrada  cxn  still  be  bought  at  17c.  for  new  bark. 
There  is  little  demand,  but  the  market  has  an  upward  tendency. 

Cassia  Oil  is  in  light  aupply,  and  80c  is  an  inside  quotation. 

Coca  leaves  are  firmer,  and  have  sold  up  to  18c.  For  prime 
Truxiho  19c.  is  now  asked. 

Cocaine  is  unsettled  and  nominally  unchanged  at  $3.25,  but 
dealers  are  cutting  prices. 

Damiana-leaves  are  quiet,  but  steady,  at  lCc  to  12c. 

Ergot. — Demaud  is  poor,  but  the  market  for  Russian  is  firm 
at  36c.    Spanish  is  quiet  at  3ac. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis).— Small  lots  of  a  few  pounds  can 
be  bought  at  $1.20,  but  the  general  quotation  remains  at  $1.25. 

Ipecacuanha.— Cartagena  is  firmer,  with  $1.20  asked. 

Mandrake  is  very  scarce,  and  nuthing  is  obtainable  below  She. 

Menthol.— Small  lots  are  offered  at  $0.85,  with  $6  generally 
asked.    The  market  is  still  tending  upward. 

Opium  is  slow  of  sale,  at  $2.85. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  not  obtainable  below  $2.75,  and  holders  ask 
up  to  $3.  Supplies  in  the  west  are  becoming  much  reduced, 
and  the  tendency  is  to  a  higher  market. 

hu1NE  remain3  unchanged  on  the  basis  of  23c,  though  the 
trade  has  daily  been  expecting  an  advance.  Demand  is  poor,  and 
little  business  is  passing. 


Senega  is  quoted  74c.  on  the  spot,  but  goods  to  arrive  are 
offered  at  72c. 

Cod=liver  Oil. 

A  report  from  Christiania  dated  March  7  states  that  the  result 
of  last  week's  catch  was  a  very  poor  one,  and  quite  contrary  to 
expectation.  The  oil -percentage  of  the  liver  has  diminished 
somewhat,  and  prices  of  the  liver  have  advanced  considerably. 
The  fishing  outnde  of  the  Lofoten  districts  is  less  satisfactory 
this  week.  The  catch  of  cod  in  the  Lofotens  up  to  date  is  as 
follows  : 


Cod 

Barrels  of 

Steam- 
refined  Oil 

Barrels  of 
Liver 

March  7, 1904   

March  7,  1903   

March  8,  1902   

March  8,  1901  

March  10,  1900  

616,000 
120,000 
4,700,000 
4,000,000 
2,900,000 

189 

3,164 
4,429 
3,560 

214 

1,640 
3,570 
2,400 

The  result  for  the  whole  country,  including  the  Fmmarken  fishing 
before  Christmas,  amounts  to  7,100,000  cod,  which  has  yielded 
3,078  barrels  of  oil  and  2,653  barrels  of  liver.  Finest  quality  of 
medicinal  non-freezing  oil  is  offered  at  220s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen.  The  market  shows  an  upward  tendency  owing  to  the 
poor  catch. 

Chinese  Wood  Oil. 

The  American  Consul -General  at  Hankow  reports,  under  dite  of 
December  24,  1903,  that  over  $1,890,000  worth  of  wood  oil  was 
shipped  from  that  port.  Previous  to  1899,  when  the  attention  of  the 
United  States  importers  was  called  to  its  valuable  properties,  only 
three  small  shipments  bad  been  made  from  Hankow  to  the  United 
States.  After  the  report  which  called  attention  thereto  was  pub- 
lished, inquiries  began  to  be  received  and  orders  commenced  to 
come  in  from  the  United  States.  Now  two  United  States  firms 
have  located  branches  at  Hankow  for  the  purpose  of  exporting 
wood  oil.  One  of  the  firms  deals  exclusively  in  this  article,  and  it 
has  shipped  nearly  200,000  gals,  tince  last  autumn.  Previous  to 
1900  the  oil  was  shipped  to  Europe  in  considerable  quantities. 
There  is  a  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  barrels  wherewith  to 
export  the  oil,  and  for  this  reason  an  American  firm  at  Hankow 

imported  from  New  York  shooks  for  5,000  barrels  and  machinery 

for  setting  them  up. 

Ceylon  Cardamoms  in  Australia. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  the  visit  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Spore, 
the  Cardamom  Commissioner  to  Australia,  has  proved  very  dis- 
couraging to  the  Ceylon  planters,  the  local  requirements  being  of 
the  smaliest.  On  his  arrival  at  Melbourne  Mr.  Spence  sent 
samples  to  all  the  principal  importers,  whose  names  were  obtained 
from  the  Custom-houte  books,  but  the  answer  from  one  and  all 
was  to  the  t fleet  that  "Our  requirements  are  too  small  to  import 
any  large  quantity  from  Ceylon."  At  Sydney  he  called  on  several 
of  the  large  houses,  but  got  much  the  same  answer  as  at  Mel- 
bourne. Nothing  could  be  done  in  Western  Australia  either,  all 
supplies  being  obtained  from  Victoria. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cardamom  Committee  in  Ceylon  on  Decem- 
ber 8,  it  was  resolved  that  the  cardamom-growers  be  once  more 
appealed  to  for  a  contribution  of  50c.  per  cultivated  acre  tc- 
enable  the  committee  to  carry  on  the  work  for  1901.  The 
Cardamom  Committee  reports  that  out  of  10,000  acres  under  culti- 
vation only  some  4,000  acres  have  sent  in  subscriptions  amounting 
to  Bs. 2,059  Out  of  this  fund  Rs.1,322  have  been  expended  in 
sending  out  samples  to  various  countries  and  the  St.  Louis 
Exhibition,  and  in  paying  for  special  reports  from  the  Continent. 
The  committee  still  has  to  face  the  cost  of  advertising  at  St. 
Louis  Exhibition,  and  would  wish  to  still  further  extend  the 
Bending  out  of  samples  to  other  parts  of  the  world.  In  view  o£ 
the  very  small  amount  now  in  hand  for  above  purposes,  the  com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  the  work  cannot  be  carried  on  unless 
complete  support  is  given  by  all  the  cardamom-growers  in 
Ceylon. 

Italian  Bleach  in  U.S.A. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  to  introduce  Italian  electrolytic 
bleaching  powder  into  the  New  York  market,  and  a  large  maker 
is  negotiating  with  several  firms  to  accept  the  agency.  So  far  the 
terms  offered  on  this  side  have  been  considerably  below  ruling 
market  prices.  Another  difficulty  is  the  inability  of  certain  large 
importers  to  find  consumers  for  a  greater  quantity  of  bleaching- 
powrter  than  is  now  supplied  by  foreign  manufacturers  whom  they 
represent. 

Activity  in  the  surgical-instrument  trade  is  reported  from 
Tuttlingen,  Wiirtemberg.    One  of  the  largest  establishments  ia 
j  the  branch  has  been  working  overtime  for  weeks. 
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The  following  are  further  opinions  respecting  Dr.  Dobbin's 
suggestions  (see  C.  4'  D.,  March  5  and  11)  : 

From  Professor  William  A.  Tilden,  D.St;.,  F.R.S ,  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Science,  President  of  the  Chemical 
Society : 

The  usual  method  is  found  to  be  sufficient  for  all  practical 
purposes  in  scientific  work,  and  in  its  simplicity  and  rapidity 
leaves  little  to  be  desired.  It  is  not  found  in  practice  that  there 
are  great  discrepancies  in  the  estimation  of  melting-points  made 
by  different  observers,  save  in  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
exceptional  cases  — such  as,  for  example,  osazones,  and  incises 
where  the  fusion  is  attended  by  decomposition. 

When,  in  cases  of  dispute,  it  is  necessary  to  determine  the 
melting-point  as  exactly  as  possible,  the  B.P.  gives  instructions 
which  will  enable  two  observers  to  get  the  same  results  within  a 
small  fraction  of  a  degree,  and  the  method  is  well  recognised  and 
commonly  practised.  The  application  of  a  correction  for  the 
exposed  part  of  the  mercurial  column  is  necessary  when  the  tem- 
perature is  high  and  the  length  of  the  exposed  thread  consider- 
able. One  possible  cause  of  slight  discrepancies  in  observed 
melting-points  which  is  not  referred  to  in  the  official  instructions 
is  the  diversity  in  the  size  of  thermometer-bulbs.  "When  large  it 
is  possible  that  there  may  be  an  appreciable  difference  in"  the 
temperature  between  the  contents  of  the  capillary  tube  and  the 
buljj^pf  the  thermometer,  which  may  not  have  had  time  to  reach 
the  temperature  of  the  bath  when  melting  is  observed.  The  bulb 
should  in  general  be  small,  and  as  the  temperature  of  fusion  is 
approached  the  heating  should  be  slow. 

,  8  should  be  remembered  that  such  tests  are  supposed  to  be 
performed  by  practised  hands,  and  the  suggestion  that  the 
melting,  solidification,  and  re-melting  of  the  substance  is  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  drying  it  looks  like  an  attempt  to  pick  a 
quarrel  with  the  instructions  at  auy  cost.  It  should  be  obrious 
that  this  re-melting  is  prescribed  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  the  substance  firmly  into  contact  with  the  walls  of  the 
glass  tube  and  obUining  a  second  reading  of  the  melting-point, 
which  will  usually  be  more  exact  than  the  first. 

Messrs.  Helling  #  Passmore,  63  Queen  Victoria  Strjtt, 
EC,  write: 

In  our  experience,  the  method  of  determining  melting-poiuts 
described  on  page  436  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898,  is 
generally  satisfactory,  although  some  of  the  instructions  with 
regard  to  details  are  open  to  criticism  and  may  be  improved  upon. 
The  alternative  method  suggested  in  Dr.  Dobbiu's  report,  re- 
quiring 15  or  20  grams  of  the  substance  to  be  experimented  upon, 
is  in  our  opinion  unsound.  Not  only  does  the  large  quantity  of 
material  required  render  it  in  most  cases  impracticable,  but  also 
as  a  general  method  it  is  open  to  the  objection  that  many  organic 
substances  undergo  more  or  less  rapid  decomposition  or  chemical 
change  in  a  melted  state,  and  the  case  is  therefore  not  analogous 
to  a  mixture  of  ice  and  water.  For  the  sains  reason  the  official 
practice  of  first  melting  the  undried  substance  and  then  cooling 
again  until  it  solidifies  before  determining  the  melting-point  is 
also  objectionable,  and  we  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Dobbin  that  this 
does  not  in  any  satisfactory  manner  take  the  place  of  thoroughly 
drying  the  substance  in  the  first  instance.  The  melting-point  is 
also  usually  much  more  sharply  defined  when  the  substance  is  in 
a  finely  powdered  state  than  when  a  congealed  mass.  How  the 
substance  is  to  be  dried — whether  at  100  C.  or  a  lower  or  higher 
temperature,  or  by  other  dehydrating  agents— depends  upon  the 
nature  of  the  substance.  Usually  "dried  at  1UU  C."  will  be 
understood,  but  in  cases  where  that  is  undesirable  the  method  of 
drying  should  be  stated  together  with  the  melting-point. 

The  importance  of  the  melting-point  a3  a  criterion  of  purity  of 
many  organic  substances  employed  in  medicine  and  pharmacy 
induced  us  to  describe  in  detail  the  method  employed  by  us  when 
suggesting  pharmacopceial  requirements  for  new  organic  remedies. 
We  stated  (Helbing's  "Pharmacological  Record,"  No.  36,  May, 
1895)  that  "  the  dried  powder  is  introduced  into  a  capillary  glass 
tube  previously  sealed  at  one  end  by  the  insertion  of  the  middle  (not 
the  end)  of  a  longer  tuba  in  the  flame  ;  the  tube  is  then  attached', 
to  the  side  of  a  thermometer  immersed  in  a  bath  of  water,  oil,  or 
sulphuric  acid,  so  that  the  powder  is  close  to  the  bulb  of  the 
thermometer,  the  open  end  of  the  tube  naturally  projecting  above 
the  surface  of  the  liquid.  As  the  column  of  mercury  when  heated 
should  be  below,  or  not  more  than  a  few  degrees  above,  the 
surface  of  the  bath,  it  is  convenient  to  employ  a  thermometer  of 
the  Zincke  type.  The  bath  should  be  heated  to  within  five  degrees 
of  the  melting-point  of  the  substance  to  be  tested  before  the 
insertion  of  the  tube,  so  as  to  minimise  the  exposure  of  the  sub- 
stance to  heat,  and  the  temperature  of  the  bath  then  raised  very 
gradually,  stirring  the  whole  time." 

We  still  adhere  to  this  method  of  carrying  out  a  melting  point 
determination  as  being  both  the  simple  and,  on  the  whole,  the 


most  reliable,  in  that  concordant  results  are  obtained  by  different 
observers.  We  would,  however,  emphasise  one  or  two  points. 
In  the  official  directions  it  is  stated  that  the  glass  tube  should  be 
sealed  at  the  lower  end.  The  directions  should  make  it  clear  that 
the  open  lower  end  of  the  tube  should  not  be  introduced  into  the 
flame  for  sealing,  otherwise  water,  and  possibly  other  products  of 
partial  combustion,  condense  in  the  upper  part  of  the  tube  and 
vitiate  the  results.  This  is  a  common  source  of  error  with  inexperi- 
enced operators.  The  tubes  may  be  most  conveniently  made  by 
rapidly  drawing  out  an  ordinary  test-tube  to  the  desired  diameter 

Although,  for  the  reason  above  given,  the  substance  should  not 
be  subjected  to  a  temperature  near  its  melting-point  longer  than 
necessary,  for  which  reason  we  recommend  that  the  bath  should 
be  previously  heated  to  within  five  degrees  of  the  melting-point, 
it  is  nevertheless  very  necessary  that  the  temperature  should 
subsequently  be  raised  very  gradually — say,  1°  C.  in  a  minute,  or 
even  more  slowly  if  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer  has  not  thin 
glass  walls.  It  is  quite  easy  to  make  an  error  oE  one  or  two 
degrees  if  the  temperature  is  raised  more  rapidly  than  recorded 
by  the  thermometer.  As  a  matter  of  laboratory  practice,  it  is,  in 
fact,  always  desirable  to  control  the  determination  by  affixing  to 
the  opposite  side  of  the  thermometer  a  tube  containing  a  pure 
standard  sample  of  the  substance  in  question. 

With  regard  to  the  official  directions  for  correction  of  the 
thermometric  reading,  we  also  think  them  peaaitic,  as,  assuming 
that  a  suitable  thermometer  is  employed,  and  compared  with  a 
standard  thermometer,  the  error  is  negligible. 

From  Dr.  F.  B  Power,  Directorof  the  Wellcome  Chemicil 
Research  Laboratories : 

So  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  are  among  the  more  recent 
national  Pharmacopoeias  only  two — the  British  and  the  German 
— which  give  any  details  respecting  the  method  to  be  employed 
in  determining  the  melting-points  oE  official  substances.  The 
suggestions  made  by  Dr.  Dobbin,  appear  to  me  quite  adequate 
for  tli9  usual  requirements.  As  thermometers  of  verified  ac- 
curacy are  now  easily  obtainable,  it  would,  however,  be  prac- 
ticable to  make  the  requirement  that  only  such  should  be 
used,  rather  than  that  the  thermometer,  "prior  to  its  being 
used,  shall  have  been  compared  with  a  standard  thermometer 
and  provided  with  a  table  of  corrections."  Although  most 
chemical  text-books  contain  some  description  of  the  methods 
for  determining  melting  points,  and  all  those  who  have  been 
favoured  with  a  course  of  pharmaceutic il  training  might  be 
expected  to  be  familiar  with  them,  it  is  probably  expedient  that 
they  should  also  receive  some  consideration  ia  a  Pharmacopoeia, 
together  with  the  conditions  under  which  other  physical  constants, 
such  as  boiling-points,  densities,  &c,  are  to  be  determined.  In 
connection  with  melting-point',  it  is,  of  course,  well  known  that, 
however  precise  the  instructions  may  be,  slight  differences  will 
frequently  be  noted  by  different  observers,  quite  irrespective  of 
the  purity  of  the  substance,  these  being  dependent  upon  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  substance  is  heated  or  other  personal 
factor?,  but  which  are  in  most  cases  quite  inappreciable. 

I  completely  agree  with  Dr.  Dobbin  in  his  criticism  of  the 
instructions  on  this  subject  as  given  in  the  present  Pharraa- 
copeeia,  especially  with  regard  to  the  correction  to  be  employed 
for  the  emergent  column  of  mercury  in  the  thermometer,  which  in 
most  of  the  cases  under  consideration  would  be  an  unnecessary 
refinement.  It  is  probable  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
melting-points  recorded  in  chemical  literature  do  not  embody  this 
correction,  and  when  for  strictly  scientific  purposes  it  is  desirable 
to  attain  this  degree  of  exactness,  it  is  preferable  to  use  a  thermo- 
meter of  such  a  length  as  to  permit  of  the  mercury  column  being 
completely  immersed  in  the  liquid.  The  criticism  concerning  the 
pharmacopceial  instructions  for  the  correction  of  melting-points 
naturally  applies  as  well  to  the  determination  of  boiling-points, 
which  are  more  correctly  and  conveniently  indicated  by  the  use  of 
thermometers  of  such  a  length  as  to  permit  of  the  mercurial 
column  being  completely  in  the  vapour  of  the  liquid.  It  may 
incidentally  be  noted  that  in  the  formula  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  for 
the  correction  of  temperature  the  coefficient  of  expansion  of 
mercury  in  the  glass  is  given  as  0  000143,  whereas  the  more 
correct  figure  is  apparently  0  000154  (compare  Berichte,  1839,  22, 
page  3072). 

While  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  subject  of  melting- 
points,  it  will  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  note  the  instructions 
given  in  the  German  Pharmacopoeia,  4th  Edition,  1890,  which 
differ  very  considerably  from  those  of  the  present  British  Phar- 
macopoeia, and  in  some  respects  are  more  explicit  than  those  indi- 
cated by  Dr.  Dobbin  in  his  preliminary  draft.  They  are  as 
follows : 

"  The  determination  of  the  melting-point  is  to  be  conducted  in 
a  small,  narrow,  glass  tube,  open  at  one  end,  and  having  an 
internal  diameter  of  at  most  1  mm.  In  this  is  to  be  brought  so 
much  of  the  finely  powdered  substance,  previously  dried  in  a 
desiccator  over  sulphuric  acid  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours,  that 
when  shaken  down  it  forms  a  layer  of  2  mm.,  or  at  most  3  mm.,  in 
depth.  The  tube  is  then  attached  to  a  suitable  thermometer,  and 
brought  into  a  test-tube  of  about  30  ram.  diameter  containing 
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sulphuric  acid,  which  is  gradually  heated,  with  frequent  stirring. 
The  temperature  at  which  the  opaque  substance  coalesces  in  the 
form  of  transparent  drops  is  to  be  regarded  as  its  melting-point. 

"The  determination  of  the  melting-point  of  fats  and  fat-like 
substances  is  to  be  conducted  in  a  thin-walled,  small,  glass  tube, 
open  at  both  ends,  and  having  an  internal  diameter  of  at  most 
1  mm.  Into  this  is  drawn  so  much  of  the  clear,  melted  fat  that 
it  forms  a  layer  about  1  cm.  in  depth  at  the  bottom  of  the  tube. 
The  tube  is  now  allowed  to  remain  for  about  twenty-four  hours  at 
a  low  temperature  (about  10°  C),  in  order  that  the  fat  may  com- 
pletely solidify.  It  is  then  attached  to  a  suitable  thermometer, 
and  brought  into  a  test-tube  having  a  diameter  of  about  30  mm. 
containing  water.  The  water  is  to  be  gradually  heated  whilst 
being  frequently  stirred.  The  temperature  at  which  the  column 
of  fat  becomes  transparent  and  rapidly  rises  in  the  tube  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  melting-point." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  German  text  specifies  "  a  suitable 
thermometer,"  which  broadly  implies  that  it  shall  be  accurate  and 
adapted  to  the  particular  purpose 

In  conclusion,  I  may  suggebt  the  desirability  of  incorporating 
in  the  next  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  a  short  note  explanatory 
of  the  method  of  determining  the  optical  rotation  of  both  liquids 
and  solids,  and  of  extending  the  application  of  this  physical  con- 
stant to  a  larger  number  of  official  substances. 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRews. 

{From  oar  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  tin  Pnarrmceutical  Sjcieties  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  PaARMACEuriCAL  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northebn-  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

At  the  Rosebank  Agricultural  Show,  held  during  the  three 
days  ending  February  19,  an  exhibit  of  Jeye»'  fluid,  powder, 
and  sheep-dip  [occupied  prominent  positions,  and  rhe  local 
agents  at  Cape  Town  (Messrs.  Otto  Langs-berg  &  Co.)  lost  no 
opportunity  of  reminding  farmers  and  others  of  their 
products.  Messrs.  R.  Wilson,  Son  &  Co.,  Cape  Town,  the 
agents  of  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited),  London,  made  a  good 
show  of  this  firm's  products.  Among  the  many  disinfectants 
exhibited  was  formalin,  by  Mr.  R.  Demuth,  who  also  had 
machinery  ruLnirjg  for  the  ageiDg  of  wine. 

A  Nurseryman  claims  that  bulb-raising  could  be  carried 
on  in  Cape  Colony  very  profitably,  the  bulbs  being  exported 
to  England,  where  there  is  a  large  market  for  them.  He 
states  that  he  has  recently  received  inquiries  from  Great 
Britain  for  100,000  bulbs  of  Lilium  longiflorum  and  5  tons 
■of  tuberose,  each  o  which  could  be  raised  by  an  enterprising 
farmer  for  export  very  profitably.  Hundreds  of  tons  of 
bulbs  are  exported  to  Great  Britain  c  e  y  year  from  America 
and  Holland,  and  there  was  no  evidt  n  ■  reason  why  British 
Colonies  should  not  benefit  then  se'ves  by  the  profits 
derived  from  this  industry. 

A  General  Meeting  of  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board 
was  hold  at  Cape  Town  <  n  February  11.  There  were  present 
Messrs.  Walsh,  Mathew,  Darroll,  Helmore,  McJaDnet,  and 
toe  Secretary.  Mr.  Walsh  was  elected  President  for  the 
ensuing  three  years,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  Executive 
•Committee  should  consist  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board. 
The  annual  report  for  Parliament  was  lead  and  adopted. 
Eight  applications  for  registration  were  accepted,  and  two 
rejected  owing  to  the  certificates  produced  not  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act.  Mr.  Darroll 
was  deputed  to  interview  the  Assistant-Treasurer  in  connec- 
tion with  the  issue  of  fiscal  licences  to  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. Mr.  Rupert  Gill  was  reappointed  Secretary  to  the 
Board.    Other  routine  bus'ness  was  disposed  of. 

At  Cape  Town,  Byron  Westcott  Moore,  a  European,  was 
arraigned  before  Mr.  (j.  W.  Broers,  A.R.M.,  charged  with 
Lavjag  extracted  a  tooth,  he  not  being  a  licensed  dentist. 


Mr.  W.  B.  Shaw,  for  the  defence,  called  the  accusec?, 
who  stated  that  he  held  a  diploma  as  a  doctor  of 
dental  surgery,  which  he  received  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania College,  where  he  passed  an  examination.  This 
diploma  was  in  accordance  with  the  announcement 
on  his  card.  He  also  passed  an  examination  in  America, 
which  qualified  him  to  practise  as  a  dentist  there.  He  said1 
that  he  was  employed  by  Dr.  Abbott  as  his  assistant,  and? 
received  a  monthly  salary  for  his  services.  He  denied  ever 
having  in  any  way  pretended  to  be  a  qualified  colonial  prac- 
titioner in  the  Colony.  William  Bullock  stated  that  he  had) 
sole  control  of  Dr.  Abbott's  business  and  had  full  control  of 
the  financial  affairs  during  the  doctor's  absence  in  England, 
stating  further,  in  corroboration  of  the  statement  made  by 
the  defendant,  that  same  was  under  monthly  salary,  whicb 
he  paid.    The  defendant  was  committed  for  trial. 

At  Beaconsfield  the  case  of  Mr.  Henry  B.  Champion, 
chemist  and  diuggist,  came  on  for  judgment,  having  been 
remitted  by  the  Crown  Prosecutor.  Mr.  Champion  had  been 
committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  contravening  Section  34>- 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  practising  as  a  dentist  without  a 
licence.  On  December  9  he  extracted  a  tooth  for  Private- 
Kelsall,  of  the  Cape  Police,  chargirjg  2s.  6d.  for  the  opera- 
tion. Mr.  Helmore  (of  the  firm  of  Helmore  &  Alldridge, 
and  a  member  of  the  Pharmacy  Board),  called  for  the 
defence,  deposed  that  it  was  a  common  practice  for  chemists 
to  extract  teeth  as  part  of  their  business.  Mr.  A.  W.  Hyde, 
who  defended,  contended  that  the  mere  drawirg  of  a  tootfo 
did  not  constitute  a  contravention  of  the  section  in  ques'ion, 
as  a  man  could  not  be  said  to  be  practising  as  a  dentist  if  he- 
extracted  a  single  tooth.  A  dentist,  he  contended,  was  a 
man  who  made  and  fixed  teeth.  Mr.  Stenhouse  Tilney, 
Additional  R.M  ,  held  that  the  accused,  having  accepted 
payment,  had  infringed  the  section  in  question,  and  inflicted) 
a  fine  of  11.  An  appeal  has  been  lodged.  The  Northern 
District  Chemists'  Association  is  takiDg  the  matter  up  in. 
order  t  >  obtain  an  authoritative  ruling,  this  being  the  first 
case  of  the  kind  tried  locally. 

Rhodesia. 

Messrs.  Smart  &  Copley,  of  Bulawayo,  have  been 
appointed  chemists  to  his  Honour  the  Administrator  (Sir 
W.  H.  Milton,  K.C.M.G.). 

The  Bulawayo  Musical  and  Dramatic  Society  gave> 
a  pt-rtormance  of  "The  Mikado"  at  the  Empire  Theatre, 
Bulawayo,  on  February  8.  The  hit  of  the  evening; 
was  made  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Pingstone,  F.C.S.,  analytical  and 
consulting  chemist,  Bulawayo,  who  played  Ko-Ko,  the  Lor<5 
High  Executioner.  His  acting  and  singing  led  to  much 
applause  and  many  encores.  Another  musical  chemist  with 
d-ramatic  aptitude  who  figured  largely  in  the  dramatis 
personcc  was  Mr.  G.  E.  Truscott,  of  Lennons  (Limited).  The- 
performance,  which  was  a  most  successful  one,  was  on 
behalf  of  the  Bulawayo  Memorial  Hospital  Fund. 

Messrs.  Smart  &  Copley,  chemists,  Bulawayo,  received 
last  rxonth  a  quaint  letter  to  the  following  tffect: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  heard  from  Okayama  who  is  Japanese  Photo- 
grapher, that  which  you  want  some  retoucher.  Will  you  kindly 
give  me  about  the  retouching  work  ?  I  should  like  very  muck 
works  under  your  Studio.  I  truest  that  you  may  find  out  about 
my  nice  hand,  indeed  !  As  I  am  working  7  years  upon  the  Photo- 
graphic work.    I  request  to  your  answer  that  you  want  or  not. 

Plea9e  kindly  Let  me  know  as  sjon  as  you  posible  ancl 
oblige  me. 

I  have  one  hand  of  Printer  also,  if  you  like  receive  with  me  1 
will  very  glad,  — I  remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 
Japanese  Photographer 

Natal. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Darroll  (representing  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.)  was  at  Durban  on  February  20,  after  a 
round  trip  by  Bulawayo,  Salisbury,  Beira,  &c.  He  speaks 
well  of  business-matters  in  the  various  towns  he  has 
visited. 

The  Durban  ;Corporation  has  obtained  a  conviction 
again -t  a  well-known  firm  of  wholesale  merchants  for  selling 
lard  adulterated  with  a  large  percentage  of  cocoanut  oil. 
The  fine  was  a  heavy  one  20?.),  as  large  quantities  of  the 
compound  had  been  sold. 
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Hmecicau  Botes* 


Hospital-supplies. — The  Commission  on  Lunacy  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  controlling  all  State  hospitals  for  the 
insane,  has  recently  adopted  a  noteworthy  plan  for  the 
purchase  of  medical  supplies.  The  supplies  are  divided  into 
seven  classes :  (1)  chemicals  ;  (2)  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions— including  pills,  tablets,  fluid  extracts,  &c. ;  (3) 
plasters,  dressings,  &c. ;  (4)  glassware,  rubber  goods,  and 
•druggists'  sundries  ;  (5)  surgical  instruments  and  appliances  ; 
<6)  laboratory- supplies ;  (7)  dry  drugs,  oils,  and  miscel- 
laneous items  and  not  included  in  any  of  the  other  classes. 
Under  the  new  system  only  certain  brands  of  manufactures 
will  be  accepted  by  the  hospitals.  Amongst  the  manufac- 
turers who  have  been  approved  by  the  Commission  are  the 
Mallinckrodt  Chemical  Works,  Powers  &  Weightman,  Rosen- 
garten  &  Son,  Merck  &  Co.,  Charles  Pfizer  &  Co.,  and  Squibb 
<fc  Sons,  for  chemicals ;  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Sharp  &  Dohme, 
and  John  Wyeth  &  Brother,  for  pharmaceutical  preparations  ; 
the  J.  Elwood  Lee  Company  for  plasters,  dressings,  &c.  In 
the  purchase  of  articles  included  in  classes  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  the 
superintendents  of  the  various  hospitals  will  be  allowed  to 
exercise  their  discretion  until  the  plan  of  selection  in  the 
first  three  classes  has  been  tried.  The  Commission  will 
require  the  hospital  apothecaries  to  manufacture  all  alco- 
holic fluid-extracts  now  purchased  in  quantities  of  5  pints 
and  upwards,  elixirs,  ointments,  &c,  and  a  number  of 
preparations  containing  alcohol  and  made  according  to 
standard  formulas.  This  is  to  secure  for  the  hospitals  the 
benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol.  One 
hospital  only,  the  Hudson  River  State  Hospital,  has  been 
officially  designated  by  the  Commissioners  as  one  at  which 
new  remedies  may  be  tried,  and  until  the  new  preparations 
have  been  approved  of  at  this  hospital  no  requisition  from 
•other  hospitals  for  new  remedies  will  be  honoured. 

U.S.A..  Colleges  op  Pharmacy. — According  to  Professor 
Wilbur  L.  Scoville,  who  is  Secretary  of  the  Publication 
Committee  of  the  newly  established  "  Journal  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  Alumni  of  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy," 
■there  are  eighty  colleges  of  pharmacy  in  the  United  States 
■and  Canada,  besides  eight  or  more  correspondence  schools 
which  aim  to  do  more  than  a  local  business.  The  increase 
in  the  number  of  colleges  has  been  very  rapid  in  the  last 
decade,  and  at  the  present  time  there  seems  to  be  a  general 
movement  toward  securing  more  schools.  The  schools 
organised  previous  to  1870,  not  including  correspondence 
schools,  number  twelve,  between  1870  and  1880  there  w°re 
six,  between  1880  and  1890  sixteen,  between  1890  and  1900 
twenty-six,  since  1900  twenty-one,  making  a  total  of  eighty- 
one.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  an  increasing 
tendency  to  recognise  the  value  of  pharmacy  schools  since 
1880,  and  that  since  1900  a  quarter  of  the  whole  number  of 
schools  in  operation  were  started.  Another  significant  fact 
is  the  recognition  which  is  being  given  to  pharmacy  by  other 
branches  of  learning.  Thus,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
schools  of  pharmacy  are  no!  independent  schools,  but  are 
affiliated  with  other  schools,  as  follows  : 

Independent  schools  of  pharmacy        ...       ...       ...  21 

Departments  of  universities    32 

Departments  of  medical  schools   16 

Affiliated  with  other  schools  (agricultural  colleges,  &c.)  12 

This  means  that  the  medical  colleges  as  well  as  univer- 
sities are  beginning  to  recognise  the  value  and  influence  of 
•educated  pharmacists,  and  it  also  indicates  the  value  of 
affiliations  in  educational  lines.  About  twenty  of  the 
■number  receive  some  support  from  the  States,  because  of 
their  affiliations  with  State  institutions.  The  curricula  of 
pharmacy  schools  is  broadening.  Physiology,  bacteriology, 
languages,  toxicology,  jurisprudence,  therapeutics,  physics, 
anatomy,  and  kindred  subjects,  have  a  place  in  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  schools,  in  addition  to  the  old  standard  sub- 
jects, which  are  being  continued.  Laboratory  exercises  are 
an  important  and,  in  most  schools,  a  large  part  of  the 
teaching.  But  there  is  also  a  tendency  toward  the  more 
■classical  studies. 
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Quicksilver  in  Italy. — The  output  of  the  quicksilver- 
mines  of  Italy  in  1902,  including  those  of  Abbadia  San 
Salvatore,  Cornacchino,  Siele  and  Montebuono,  was  259 
metric  tons.  The  ore  treated  amounted  to  44,266  tons, 
showing  a  recovery  of  5  85  kilos,  per  ton. 

Proprietaries  in  Germany. — The  Association  for  the 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  manufacturers  of  pharma- 
ceutical specialities  of  Wurzburg  has  forwarded  a  petition  to 
the  Reichstag  in  connection  with  the  estimates  relating  to 
the  Imperial  Sanitary  Board.  At  the  end  of  the  petition  it 
is  suggested  that  Parliament  should  take  steps  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  preparation  of  regulations  for  the  Empire  in 
regard  to  the  business  in  proprietaries,  and  that  until  this 
has  been  done  the  regulations  which  came  into  force  on 
January  1,  1904,  should  be  abrogated  or  modified  in  respect 
of  the  specialities  placed  upon  the  first  (A)  list.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  Herr  Lahr  (President  of  the  Associa- 
tion) has  forwarded  copies  of  a  pamphlet  to  all  members  of 
Parliament,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  others  interested  in 
the  matter,  advocating  equal  rights  for  all,  and  criticising 
the  regulations  concerning  proprietary  medicines. 

The  German  Salt  Syndicate.— The  North  German 
Salt  Association  (Salt  Syndicate)  has  approached  the 
Prussian  Minister  of  Commerce  with  a  request  for  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  salt,  the  application  being  necessary 
owing  to  the  large  interest  of  the  Prussian  State  mining 
authorities  in  the  industry  and  also  in  the  syndicate. 
Apparently  prices  have  fallen  since  the  introduction  of 
outside  competition  by  the  opening  of  the  Benthe  mines,  near 
Hanover,  the  price  at  present  rep'-eseatiog  a  reduction  of 
lis.  per  ton.  The  directors  of  the  Benthe  Salt-works  are 
now  desirous  of  joining  the  syndicate  ;  but  the  Minister  of 
Commerce  has  declined  to  act  as  the  intermediary  between 
the  company  and  the  combination,  and  has  also  refused  to 
agree  to  the  advance  in  price  suggested  by  the  private 
members  of  the  syndicate.  It  would  appear  that  the  inclu- 
sion of  the  Benthe  works  would  necessitate  a  reduction  in 
the  allotted  production  of  the  State  mines,  and  to  this  the 
Minister  is  decidedly  opposed  in  order  to  ensure  permanent 
employment  to  the  Government  workmen. 

Dutch  Patent  Law  Wanted  — The  Central  Bareau  for 
Commercial  Treaties  of  Berlin  draws  attention  to  the  remark- 
able state  of  affairs  existing  in  Holland  owing  to  the  non- 
existence of  a  patent  law  in  that  country,  and  to  the 
disadvantages  under  which  the  German  chemical-industry 
in  particular  labours  as  a  consequence,  and  also  on  account 
of  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  Dutch  Trade-marks  Act, 
which  is  administered  in  such  a  lax  manner  that  it  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  afford  any  protection  to  foreign  firms.  It 
is  stated  by  the  Bureau  that  German  chemical- works,  which 
cause  their  preparations  to  be  protected  in  Holland  under  a 
specific  name,  rind  imitations  announced  or  offered  under 
almost  the  same  description  in  the  Dutch  trade  journals.  If 
the  attention  of  the  Dutch  firms  concerned  is  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  the  name  is  German  property  according  to  Dutch 
'a  »,  the  writers  expose  themselves  to  ironical  replies  and 
the  friendly  intimation  that  they  need  not  get  angry  about 
the  matter  as  the  protection  is  of  no  value,  and  a  legal 
action  would  only  leid  to  useless  expenses.  This  as  ertion, 
the  Bureau  remarks,  is  not  without  foundation,  as  a  word 
protected  in  type  can  be  imitated  in  writing  without  punish- 
ment, while  if  protection  is  obtained  for  Latin  print  the 
latter  can  be  copied  in  Gothic  type  without  the  liability  of 
any  penalties.  When  well-founded  complaints  are  made  the 
Dutch  Government  is  said  to  seek  to  quieten  them  by  the 
explanation  that  a  Patent  Law  Bill  is  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion. The  Central  Bureau  states,  however,  that  this  stage 
of  preparation  has  already  extended  over  several  years  without 
any  practical  results,  and  the  losses  and  displeasure  of  the 
German  firms  have  increased  in  the  meantime.  It  is  there- 
fore suggested  that  the  German  Government  should  take  up 
the  question  and  enter  into  negotiations  with  Holland,  and 
the  Bureau  has  therefore  determined  to  collect  all  available 
proofs  for  presentation  to  the  Government,  and  is  inviting 
the  co  operation  of  the  chemical-trade  for  this  purpose. 
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"  When  it  tireth  thee,  essay  the  other  door,  valiant  St.  Thomas." 


Grafce^marks  HppUe&  jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Oomptroller-Qeneral  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampto  n 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  the 
datea  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade- marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  February  10,  1904.) 
Combination  of  devices ;  for   tooth-paste.    By  Veuve  Albert 
Se'guin,  Bordeaux,  c/o  Irvine  &  Borrowman,  25  Crutched 
Friars,  E.G.  255,083. 

Euchrymeo  "  ("Euo"  disclaimed);  for  a  complexion-cream. 
By  J.  R.  Barest,  16  The  Parade,  Leamington,  chemist. 
259,190. 

{From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  February  17,  1904.) 

"  Scalite  "("  Scale  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  a  mixture  of  magnesium 
oxide  and  other  chemical  substances,  and  for  crucibles  and 
cupels.  By  Johnson  &  Sons,  Manufacturing  Chemists 
(Limited),  23  Cross  Stieet,  Finsbury,  E.C.  259,611  and 
259,612. 

'Vim";  for  goods  in  Class  2.    By  Lsver  Brothers  (Limited), 

Port  Sunlight,  Cheshire.  259,248. 
'Talena";    for  pills.     By  J.  Forbes,  9-10  Dunedin  House, 

Basinghall  Avenue,  E.C.  257,693. 

'Maxils";  for  chemicals.  By  Alfred  Bishop  (Limited),  48 
Spelman  Street,  N.E.  259.890. 

'Naswol";   for  chemicals.     By  Emma  Rebecca  Halcrow,  56 
West  Side,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W.  26J,Q09. 
Thigenol  "  ;  foi  chemicals.  By  F.  Hoffmann,  La  Roche  &  Co., 
Greuzacherstrasse  184,  Bale,  Switzerland.  260,287. 

Combination  of  devices  and  word  "  Maltico  "  ;  for  an  infants' 
and  invalids'  food.  By  the  Maltico  Food  Company,  2 
London  R^ad,  Kingston  Cross,  Portsmouth.  257,956. 

"  Listerine  "  ("  Lister  "  disclaimed) ;  for  perfumed  toilet-soaps. 
By  the  Lambert  Pharmacal  Compai  y,  2,101  Locust  Street, 
St.  Lcuis,  Missouri.  259,141. 


"  Fago  "  ;  for  photographic  and  optical  goods.  By  C.  P.  Goerz, 
5  Holborn  Circus,  E.C.  259,504. 

"  Meldds,"  "Rioline  "  ("  Rio  "  disclaimed),  and  "  Dulsoline  "  ; 
for  goods  in  Class  48.  By  E.  B.  Ormerod,  48  Grove  Park 
Gardens,  Chiswick,  W.  259,341-2-3. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  February  24,  1904.) 

"  Saupolon  " ;  for  a  vegetable  colour  for  polony-skins.  By 
Finney  &  Stackhouse,  Browning  Street,  Hulme,  Manchester. 
260,233. 

"  Pinagestine  "-  ("Pine"  disclaimed);  for  a  digestive  &c. 
elixir.  By  the  Churchill  Chemical  Company,  108  Murray 
Street,  New  Yoik  City,  U.S.A.  258,294. 

"  Hiawatha  "  ;  for  Indian  oil.  By  Juliette  de  Medici  Clarke,  49 
Eaton  Terrace,  S.W.  259,207. 

"Querall";  for  medicated  soap.  By  J.  Knight  &  Sons 
(Limired),  Silvertown  Soap-works,  Victoria  Docks,  E. 
259,768. 

"  Solgreo  "  ;  for  table-salt.  By  W.  Greenlee  and  A.  Myddleton, 
144  Antrim  Road,  Belfast.  259,616. 

"Lalo";  for  goods  in  Chss  48.  By  W.  Wiglesworth,  13 
Regency  Square,  Brighton.  260,050. 

"  Curello "  ("Cure"  disclaimer!);  for  hair-wash  and  toilet- 
preparations.  By  Emily  Elizabeth  Lowe,  Elmdale,  Bridge- 
town ,  Tomes.  26J,065. 

"  Dentalia  "("  Dental"  disclaimed)  ;  for  a  tooth-powder.  By 
H.  Fahl,  Royal  Exchange,  Glasgow.  260,106. 

"  Itholine  "  ;  for  perfumery,  &c.     By  R.  Schueremans,  137 

Cheapside,  E.C.  260,317. 
'Looping  the  Loop";  for  a  perfume.    By  Ed.  Pinaud,  18  Place 

Vendome,  Paris.  260,39;! 

"  Mazo  "  ;  for  furniture  cream.  By  D.  Mason  &  Co.,  Lawley 
Street,  Dudley.  260,071. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  March  2, 1904.) 

"  Zobeq  " ;  for  chemicals,  for  photographic  instruments  and 
apparatus,  and  for  photographic  paper.  By  R.  &  J.  Beck 
(Limited),  68  Cornhill,  E.C.    260,166,  260,477,  and  260,*78. 

"Lassol";  for  moth  and  vermin  killer.  By  M.  Lobenthal, 
11  Bridgewater  Street,  E.C.  260,024. 

"  Gornalia  " ;  for  goods  in  Class  2.  By  E.  A.  Underbill,  108 
Kent  Street,  Upper  Gornal,  near  Dudley.  260,182. 


